YEAR 2, LENT 1, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was
standing by the Nile, and behold, there came up out
of the Nile seven cows sleek and fat, and they fed in
the reed grass. And behold, seven other cows, gaunt
and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and
stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. And
the gaunt and thin cows ate up the seven sleek and fat
cows. And Pharaoh awoke. And he fell asleep and
dreamed a second time; and behold, seven ears of
grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk.
And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and
blighted by the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed
up the seven plump and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke,
and behold, it was a dream. So in the morning his
spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the
magicians of Egypt and all its wise men; and Pharaoh
told them his dream, but there was none who could
interpret it to Pharaoh. Then the chief butler said to
Pharaoh, “I remember my faults today. When Pharaoh
was angry with his servants, and put me and the chief
baker in custody in the house of the captain of the
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guard, we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each
having a dream with its own meaning. A young
Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of
the guard; and when we told him, he interpreted our
dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man
according to his dream. And as he interpreted to us, so
it came to pass; I was restored to my office, and the
baker was hanged.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus went out again beside the sea; and all the crowd
gathered about him, and he taught them. And as he
passed on, he saw Levi the son of Alphae'us sitting at
the tax office, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And
he rose and followed him. And as he sat at table in his
house, many tax collectors and sinners were sitting
with Jesus and his disciples; for there were many who
followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when
they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” And when Jesus heard it,
he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick; I came not to call
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the righteous, but sinners.” Now John’s disciples and
the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said
to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” And
Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while
the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will
come, when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast in that day. No one sews a piece
of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; if he does, the
patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a
worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into
old wineskins; if he does, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but new wine
is for fresh skins.” One sabbath he was going through
the grainfields; and as they made their way his disciples
began to pluck heads of grain. And the Pharisees said
to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful
on the sabbath?” And he said to them, “Have you
never read what David did, when he was in need and
was hungry, he and those who were with him: how he
entered the house of God, when Abi'athar was high
priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave
it to those who were with him?” And he said to them,
“The sabbath was made for man, not man for the
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sabbath; so the Son of man is lord even of the
sabbath.” Again he entered the synagogue, and a man
was there who had a withered hand. And they watched
him, to see whether he would heal him on the sabbath,
so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man
who had the withered hand, “Come here.” And he said
to them, “Is it lawful on the sabbath to do good or to
do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent.
And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at
their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was
restored. The Pharisees went out, and immediately
held counsel with the Hero'di-ans against him, how to
destroy him.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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