YEAR 1, LENT 3, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add
your burnt offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the
flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the
land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or
command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. But this command I gave them, ‘Obey my
voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my
people; and walk in all the way that I command you,
that it may be well with you.’ But they did not obey or
incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and
the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went
backward and not forward. From the day that your
fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I
have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to
them, day after day; yet they did not listen to me, or
incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did
worse than their fathers. So you shall speak all these
words to them, but they will not listen to you. You
shall call to them, but they will not answer you. And
you shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not
obey the voice of the LORD their God, and did not
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accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from
their lips. Cut off your hair and cast it away; raise a
lamentation on the bare heights, for the LORD has
rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath.’ For
the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, says the
LORD; they have set their abominations in the house
which is called by my name, to defile it. And they have
built the high place of Topheth, which is in the valley
of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their
daughters in the fire; which I did not command, nor
did it come into my mind. Therefore, behold, the days
are coming, says the LORD, when it will no more be
called Topheth, or the valley of the son of Hinnom,
but the valley of Slaughter: for they will bury in
Topheth, because there is no room elsewhere. And the
dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds
of the air, and for the beasts of the earth; and none
will frighten them away. And I will make to cease from
the cities of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem
the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice
of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for the
land shall become a waste.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
The promise to Abraham and his descendants, that
they should inherit the world, did not come through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants—not only to the adherents of
the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham, for he is the father of us all, as it is written,
“I have made you the father of many nations”—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he
should become the father of many nations; as he had
been told, “So shall your descendants be.” He did not
weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was as good as dead because he was about a
hundred years old, or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had
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promised. That is why his faith was “reckoned to him
as righteousness.” But the words, “it was reckoned to
him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him that
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was put to
death for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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