YEAR 1, LENT 4, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are
these?” Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons,
whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring
them to me, I pray you, that I may bless them.” Now
the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could
not see. So Joseph brought them near him; and he
kissed them and embraced them. And Israel said to
Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face; and lo,
God has let me see your children also.” Then Joseph
removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself
with his face to the earth. And Joseph took them both,
E'phraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand,
and Manas'seh in his left hand toward Israel’s right
hand, and brought them near him. And Israel
stretched out his right hand and laid it upon the head
of E'phraim, who was the younger, and his left hand
upon the head of Manas'seh, crossing his hands, for
Manas'seh was the first-born. And he blessed Joseph,
and said, “The God before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has led me
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all my life long to this day, the angel who has
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and in them
let my name be perpetuated, and the name of my
fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth.” When Joseph saw
that his father laid his right hand upon the head of
E'phraim, it displeased him; and he took his father’s
hand, to remove it from E'phraim’s head to
Manas'seh’s head. And Joseph said to his father, “Not
so, my father; for this one is the first-born; put your
right hand upon his head.” But his father refused, and
said, “I know, my son, I know; he also shall become a
people, and he also shall be great; nevertheless his
younger brother shall be greater than he, and his
descendants shall become a multitude of nations.” So
he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will
pronounce blessings, saying, ‘God make you as
E'phraim and as Manas'seh’”; and thus he put
E'phraim before Manas'seh. Then Israel said to
Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but God will be
with you, and will bring you again to the land of your
fathers. Moreover I have given to you rather than to
your brothers one mountain slope which I took from
the hand of the Am'orites with my sword and with my
bow.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus,
seeking from him a sign from heaven, to test him. And
he sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, “Why does this
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign
shall be given to this generation.” And he left them,
and getting into the boat again he departed to the
other side. Now they had forgotten to bring bread;
and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. And
he cautioned them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
And they discussed it with one another, saying, “We
have no bread.” And being aware of it, Jesus said to
them, “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no
bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are
your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and
having ears do you not hear? And do you not
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” “And the
seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him,
“Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet
understand?”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings
A'hab told Jez'ebel all that Eli'jah had done, and how
he had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then
Jez'ebel sent a messenger to Eli'jah, saying, “So may
the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make
your life as the life of one of them by this time
tomorrow.” Then he was afraid, and he arose and went
for his life, and came to Be'er-she'ba, which belongs to
Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a
day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a broom tree; and he asked that he might
die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my
life; for I am no better than my fathers.” And he lay
down and slept under a broom tree; and behold, an
angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.”
And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a
cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he
ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of
the LORD came again a second time, and touched him,
and said, “Arise and eat, else the journey will be too
great for you.” And he arose, ate and drank, and went
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights
to Horeb the mount of God.
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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