YEAR 2, LENT 4, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah
“Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness,
and his upper rooms by injustice; who makes his
neighbor serve him for nothing, and does not give him
his wages; who says, ‘I will build myself a great house
with spacious upper rooms,’ and cuts out windows for
it, paneling it with cedar, and painting it with
vermilion. Do you think you are a king because you
compete in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink
and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well
with him. He judged the cause of the poor and needy;
then it was well. Is not this to know me? says the
LORD. But you have eyes and heart only for your
dishonest gain, for shedding innocent blood, and for
practicing oppression and violence.” Therefore thus
says the LORD concerning Jehoi'akim the son of
Josi'ah, king of Judah: “They shall not lament for him,
saying, ‘Ah my brother!’ or ‘Ah sister!’ They shall not
lament for him, saying, ‘Ah lord!’ or ‘Ah his majesty!’
With the burial of an ass he shall be buried, dragged
and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.” “Go up
to Lebanon, and cry out, and lift up your voice in
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Bashan; cry from Ab'arim, for all your lovers are
destroyed. I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you
said, ‘I will not listen.’ This has been your way from
your youth, that you have not obeyed my voice. The
wind shall shepherd all your shepherds, and your
lovers shall go into captivity; then you will be ashamed
and confounded because of all your wickedness. O
inhabitant of Lebanon, nested among the cedars, how
you will groan when pangs come upon you, pain as of
a woman in travail!”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the
First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one
Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member
but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not
a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong
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to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would
be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where
would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God
arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. If all were a single organ, where would the
body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body which
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those parts
of the body which we think less honorable we invest
with the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts
are treated with greater modesty, which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so
composed the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior part, that there may be no discord in the body,
but that the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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