YEAR 2, LENT 5, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
God said to Moses, “Go and gather the elders of
Israel together, and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed
you and what has been done to you in Egypt; and I
promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction
of Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hit'tites,
the Am'orites, the Per'izzites, the Hi'vites, and the
Jeb'usites, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ ” And
they will hearken to your voice; and you and the elders
of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him,
‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us;
and now, we pray you, let us go a three days’ journey
into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD
our God.’ I know that the king of Egypt will not let
you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. So I will
stretch out my hand and smite Egypt with all the
wonders which I will do in it; after that he will let you
go. And I will give this people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty,
but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and of her
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who sojourns in her house, jewelry of silver and of
gold, and clothing, and you shall put them on your
sons and on your daughters; thus you shall despoil the
Egyptians.” Then Moses answered, “But behold, they
will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will
say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’ ” The LORD
said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A
rod.” And he said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast
it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses
fled from it. But the LORD said to Moses, “Put out
your hand, and take it by the tail”—so he put out his
hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand
—“that they may believe that the LORD, the God of
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” Again,
the LORD said to him, “Put your hand into your
bosom.” And he put his hand into his bosom; and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, as
white as snow. Then God said, “Put your hand back
into your bosom.” So he put his hand back into his
bosom; and when he took it out, behold, it was
restored like the rest of his flesh. “If they will not
believe you,” God said, “or heed the first sign, they
may believe the latter sign. If they will not believe even
these two signs or heed your voice, you shall take
some water from the Nile and pour it upon the dry
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ground; and the water which you shall take from the
Nile will become blood upon the dry ground.” But
Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not
eloquent, either heretofore or since thou hast spoken
to thy servant; but I am slow of speech and of
tongue.” Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made
man’s mouth? Who makes him dumb, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what
you shall speak.”
The Reader concludes
The Word of the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “Which of you convicts me of
sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? He
who is of God hears the words of God; the reason
why you do not hear them is that you are not of
God.” The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?”
Jesus answered, “I have not a demon; but I honor my
Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my
own glory; there is One who seeks it and he will be the
judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if any one keeps my
word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him,
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“Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If any one
keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the
prophets died! Who do you claim to be?” Jesus
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say that he
is your God. But you have not known him; I know
him. If I said, I do not know him, I should be a liar
like you; but I do know him and I keep his word. Your
father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he
saw it and was glad.” The Jews then said to him, “You
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took up
stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and
went out of the temple.
The Reader concludes
The Word of the Lord.
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