YEAR 2, LENT 5, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah
In the beginning of the reign of Jehoi'akim the son of
Josi'ah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD,
“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the
LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah
which come to worship in the house of the LORD all
the words that I command you to speak to them; do
not hold back a word. It may be they will listen, and
every one turn from his evil way, that I may repent of
the evil which I intend to do to them because of their
evil doings. You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the
LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law
which I have set before you, and to heed the words of
my servants the prophets whom I send to you
urgently, though you have not heeded, then I will make
this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse
for all the nations of the earth.’ ” The priests and the
prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the house of the LORD. And when
Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the
priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of
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him, saying, “You shall die! Why have you prophesied
in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be
like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered about
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. When the princes
of Judah heard these things, they came up from the
king’s house to the house of the LORD and took their
seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the
LORD. Then the priests and the prophets said to the
princes and to all the people, “This man deserves the
sentence of death, because he has prophesied against
this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” Then
Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people,
saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this
house and this city all the words you have heard. Now
therefore amend your ways and your doings, and obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will
repent of the evil which he has pronounced against
you. But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do
with me as seems good and right to you. Only know
for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and
its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to
speak all these words in your ears.” Then the princes
and all the people said to the priests and the prophets,
“This man does not deserve the sentence of death, for
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he has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our
God.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the
Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Now if the dispensation of death, carved in letters on
stone, came with such splendor that the Israelites
could not look at Moses’ face because of its
brightness, fading as this was, will not the dispensation
of the Spirit be attended with greater splendor? For if
there was splendor in the dispensation of
condemnation, the dispensation of righteousness must
far exceed it in splendor. Indeed, in this case, what
once had splendor has come to have no splendor at
all, because of the splendor that surpasses it. For if
what faded away came with splendor, what is
permanent must have much more splendor. Since we
have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might
not see the end of the fading splendor. But their
minds were hardened; for to this day, when they read
the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted,
because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, to
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this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their
minds; but when a man turns to the Lord the veil is
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all,
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,
are being changed into his likeness from one degree of
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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