YEAR 1, EASTER 6, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Leviticus

The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, “Say to the
people of Israel, When you come into the land which I
give you, the land shall keep a sabbath to the LORD.
Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you
shall prune your vineyard, and gather 1n its fruits; but
in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn
rest for the land, a sabbath to the LLORD; you shall not
sow your field or prune your vineyard. What grows of
itself in your harvest you shall not reap, and the grapes
of your undressed vine you shall not gather; it shall be
a year of solemn rest for the land. The sabbath of the
land shall provide food for you, for yourself and for
your male and female slaves and for your hired servant
and the sojourner who lives with you; for your cattle
also and for the beasts that are in your land all its yield
shall be for food. And you shall count seven weeks of
years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the
seven weeks of years shall be to you forty-nine years.
Then you shall send abroad the loud trumpet on the
tenth day of the seventh month; on the day of
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atonement you shall send abroad the trumpet
throughout all your land. And you shall hallow the
fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land
to all its inhabitants; 1t shall be a jubilee for you, when
each of you shall return to his property and each of
you shall return to his family. A jubilee shall that
fiftieth year be to you; in it you shall neither sow, nor
reap what grows of itself, nor gather the grapes from
the undressed vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy
to you; you shall eat what it yields out of the field. In
this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his
property. And if you sell to your neighbor or buy from
your neighbor, you shall not wrong one another.
According to the number of years after the jubilee, you
shall buy from your neighbor, and according to the
number of years for crops he shall sell to you. If the
years are many you shall increase the price, and if the
years are few you shall diminish the price, for it is the
number of the crops that he 1s selling to you. You shall
not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God;
for I am the LORD your God.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Another parable Jesus put before the crowd, saying,
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man
who sowed good seed 1n his field; but while men were
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and went away. So when the plants came up
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the
servants of the householder came and said to him, “Sir,
did you not sow good seed in your field? How then
has it weeds?” He said to them, ‘An enemy has done
this.” The servants said to him, “Then do you want us
to go and gather them?” But he said, ‘No; lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.”” Another parable he
put before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and
sowed 1n his field; it is the smallest of all seeds, but
when it has grown it 1s the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.” He told them another
parable. “The kingdom of heaven 1s like leaven which

a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it
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was all leavened.” All this Jesus said to the crowds in

parables.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. 'The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to them, “Do not labor for the food which
perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal
life, which the Son of man will give to you; for on him
has God the Father set his seal.” Then they said to
him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of
God?” Jesus answered them, “This 1s the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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