YEAR 2, EASTER 7, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Che'bar KEE-bahr

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

And at the end of seven days, the word of the LORD
came to me: “Son of man, I have made you a
watchman for the house of Israel; whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. If I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’
and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the
wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life,
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked,
and he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you will
have saved your life. Again, if a righteous man turns
from his righteousness and commits 1niquity, and I lay
a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because
you have not warned him, he shall die for his sin, and
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his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be
remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand.
Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man not to sin,
and he does not sin, he shall surely live, because he
took warning; and you will have saved your life.” And
the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said
to me, “Arise, go forth into the plain, and there I will
speak with you.” So I arose and went forth into the
plain; and, lo, the glory of the LORD stood there, like
the glory which I had seen by the river Che'bar; and 1
fell on my face. But the Spirit entered into me, and set
me upon my feet; and he spoke with me and said to
me, “Go, shut yourself within your house. And you, O
son of man, behold, cords will be placed upon you,
and you shall be bound with them, so that you cannot
go out among the people; and I will make your tongue
cleave to the roof of your mouth, so that you shall be
dumb and unable to reprove them; for they are a
rebellious house. But when I speak with you, I will
open your mouth, and you shall say to them, “Thus
says the Lord GOD’; he that will hear, let him hear;
and he that will refuse to hear, let him refuse; for they
are a rebellious house.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

For you have not come to what may be touched, a
blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest,
and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words
made the hearers entreat that no further messages be
spoken to them. For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain,
it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering, and to the assembly of the first-born
who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who i1s God
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than the
blood of Abel. See that you do not refuse him who is
speaking. For 1f they did not escape when they refused
him who warned them on earth, much less shall we
escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. His
voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised,
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but
also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,”
indicates the removal of what is shaken, as of what has
been made, 1n order that what cannot be shaken may
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remain. Therefore let us be gratetul for receiving a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer
to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe;
for our God 1s a consuming fire.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. 'The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to
me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For
I have come down from heaven, not to do my own
will, but the will of him who sent me; and this is the
will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day.
For this 1s the will of my Father, that every one who
sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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