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Racial Plurality
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MUSLIM INITIATIVE
The purpose of the Quran Study Circle is to develop a deeper relationship with the Quran. The
following are a selection of verses that relate to this month’s topic, “Racial plurality.” We hope
these selected verses with their English approximations will stimulate your own eﬀorts to plumb
the depths of the Quran’s meaning.

Plurality

ِ ِ
ُ خ َل ْقنَ ٰ ُكم ِّمن ذَ َك ٍر َوأُنثَىٰ َو َج َع ْلنَ ٰ ُك ْم
َ اس إِنَّا
َِّارفُ ٓوا إِ َّن أ َ ْك َر َم ُك ْم ِعن َد ٱهلل
ُ َّ  يَٰٓأَيُّ َها ٱلن49:13
َ ش ُعوبًا َو َقبَآئ َل لت َ َع
َ أَتْ َقىٰ ُك ْم إِ َّن ٱهللََّ َعلِي ٌم
ير
ٌ خ ِب
O People! Truly We have created you from a male and a female, and We made you peoples and
tribes that you may know each other; truly the most noble of you with Allah is the one with the
most taqwa; truly Allah is Knowing, Aware.

ِ ف أ َ ْل
ِ َٱلس ٰمَ ٰو
ٍ َسن َ ِت ُك ْم َوأ َ ْل ٰوَ ِن ُك ْم إِ َّن ِفى ذَٰلِ َك َل َءا ٰي
ِ ت َو ْٱأل َ ْر
َ  َو ِم ْن َءا ٰيَ ِت ِهۦ30:22
ْ ض َوٱ
ني
َ ت ِّل ْل ٰعَلِ ِم
َّ ُخ ْلق
ُ َخ ِت ٰل
And from among His signs is the creation of the samawaat and the ardh and the diversity of
your tongues and colors; surely in this there are signs for those who know.

Our origin from a single soul

ِ َس ٰو
ِ َص ْلنَا ْٱل َءا ٰي
ٍ ْنشأ َ ُكم ِّمن نَّف
َ َ  َو ُه َو ٱ َّل ِذ ٓى أ6:98
ت لِ َق ْوم ٍ َيفْ َق ُهو َن
ٌ ست َ ْو َد
ْ ح َد ٍة فَ ُم
َّ َع َق ْد ف
ْ ست َ َق ٌّر َو ُم
And He is the one Who brought you into being from a single soul, then a resting-place and a
repository; indeed We have made plain the signs for a people who understand.

ِ
ِ َ ََّح َد ٍة إِ َّن ٱهلل
ِ َس ٰو
ٍ ْخ ْل ُق ُك ْم َو َال َب ْعث ُ ُك ْم إِ َّال َكنَف
َ  َّما31:28
ير
ٌ سميعٌ َبص
Neither your creation nor your dispatching is but as a single soul; surely Allah is Hearing,
Seeing.

Racial Plurality

The first instance of racism

َ  َو َل َق ْد7:11
سَّج ِ ِدي َن
َ خ َل ْقنَ ٰ ُك ْم ثُ َّم
ٰ يس َل ْم َي ُكن ِّم َن ٱل
َ َٱس ُج ُدوا ِل َءا َد َم ف
ْ ص َّو ْرنَٰ ُك ْم ثُ َّم ُق ْلنَا لِ ْل َم ٓلَٰ ِئ َك ِة
َ ِس َج ُد ٓوا إِ َّآل إِ ْبل
ٍخ َل ْقت َ ُهۥ ِمن ِطني
َ س ُج َد إِذْ أ َ َم ْر ُت َك َق
َ  َق7:12
َ ال أ َ َنا
َ خ َل ْقت َ ِنى ِمن َّنا ٍر َو
َ خ ْي ٌر ِّمن ْ ُه
ْ ال َما َمن َ َع َك أ َ َّال َت
ْ فٱ ْه ِب
َ  َق7:13
ْ فٱ
صَّ ِغ ِري َن
ٰ خ ُر ْج إِنَّ َك ِم َن ٱل
َ ط ِمن ْ َها فَ َما يَ ُكو ُن َل َك أَن تَت َ َكبَّ َر ِفي َها
َ ال

Indeed We created you, then We formed you, then We said to the malaaika: “Prostrate to
Adam;” so they prostrated except Iblis; he was not of those who prostrated.
He (Allah) said: “What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you?” He said: “I am
better than he; You created me from fire, while You created him from clay.”
He (Allah) said: “Then get down from it, for it is not for you to be arrogant in it. So leave, surely
you are from among the lowly.”

Allah knows best who is guided

ِ س ِبيلِ ِهۦ َو ُه َو أ َ ْع َل ُم
َ  إِ َّن َربَّ َك ُه َو أ َ ْع َل ُم ِب َمن68:7
ب ْٱمل ُ ْهت َ ِدي َن
َ ض َّل َعن

Surely your Sustainer, He knows best who strays from His way, and He knows best those who
are guided.
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