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As the design process for Zero Place began, there were a few basic design goals we held:
1. The existing parking lot would be retained, and the new building would be built where the old building was,
in order to avoid waste and to take advantage of existing lighting and parking features.
2. We would remove a significant amount of the paving and other existing impervious surfaces and greatly
improve the beauty and stormwater profile of the site.
3. The pedestrian bridge and bus stop and other site access and connection to the Rail Trail would be
maintained and improved to encourage public use of the site and the use of public transportation.
4. We needed to scale the building sufficiently, including 4-stories, to enable significant investment in energy
efficiency and to build a truly ground-breaking building in terms of energy performance and long-term
sustainability.
5. The aesthetics of the building needed to be appealing and respectful of the history of New Paltz, while also
acknowledging that this would be in many respects a building of the future.
6. The building could not be a simple rectangle; it needed to have indentations or other variations and scale
detailing to break up the mass and please the eye. Opposing this imperative was the need for energy and cost
efficiency. For example, corners add cost and have significant impacts on heat loss by creating a larger surface
area to volume ratio.
When we initiated the project, we began experimenting with various concepts aligned with the goals
above. Among other things, we looked at designs with a stepped-back, partial 4th floor, but found that the
building lost square footage for significant added cost and structural / waterproofing complexity with higher
maintenance costs and declined energy performance. The market and cost analyses indicated that these designs
were not compatible with the project goals for a net-zero-energy building.
The first design we showed Village representatives a year ago in May 2015 was mostly brick with an
exterior deck for each residential unit set into notches in the exterior walls, with canopies over some of the
retail first floor windows and doors.

