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#6
German Government issues Berlin Decree

The waters around Great Britain and Ireland, including all of the English Channel, are
declared a war zone after February 18, 1915.

Every enemy merchant ship found in this war zone will be destroyed, even if it is
impossible to protect the crew and passengers.

Also, neutral ships in the war zone are in danger, because British ships have been flying
neutral flags with the British government’s permission since January 31. Furthermore,
war is dangerous and sometimes neutral ships are attacked by mistake.

"New "Berlin Decree" Declares Waters Around British Isles War Zone On and After Feb. 18," New York Tribune (New York, NY), February 5, 1915, Page 1,
Image 1, col. 7.
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Notice!

Travelers planning on crossing the Atlantic by ship are reminded that a state of war exists
between Germany ... and Great Britain ....The zone of war includes the waters next to
Great Britain. The German government announced that ships flying the flag of Great
Britain and her allies are subject to destruction in those waters. Travel on British and
allied ships at your own risk. — German Ambassador to the United States, April 22, 1915
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May 7, War Dairy of Walter Schweiger Commander of the German Submarine
1915 Uu20

2:00 pm Straight ahead the 4 funnels and 3 masts of a steamer ship with a path
crossing ours... Ship is a large passenger liner.

3:10 pm Clear shot to the front of the ship from 700 meters away...

Shot struck the right side .... A very heavy explosion followed, with a very
large cloud of smoke .... A second explosion must have followed that of
the torpedo (Was it the boiler or coal or powder?).

The ship stopped and quickly leaned to the right, sinking deeper at the
front at the same time. There was a lot of confusion on the ship.... The
ship blew off steam, and at the front of the boat the name “Lusitania” in
golden letters could be seen.
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May 7,
1915

War Dairy of Walter Schweiger Commander of the German Submarine U20

2 pm

Straight ahead the 4 funnels and 3 masts of a steamer ship with a path crossing
ours... Ship is a large passenger liner.

3:10 pm

Clear shot to the front of the ship from 700 meters away...

Shot struck the right side .... A very heavy explosion followed, with a very large
cloud of smoke .... A second explosion must have followed that of the torpedo
(Was it the boiler or coal or powder?).

The ship stopped and quickly leaned to the right, sinking deeper at the front at
the same time. There was a lot of confusion on the ship. Some of the life boats
were lowered into the water. Many people must have gone a little crazy. People
got onto the lifeboats and they were lowered to the water too fast and sunk....
The ship blew off steam, and at the front of the boat the name “Lusitania” in
golden letters could be seen.

6:15 pm

... It is amazing that there is so much traffic on the water today, even though
two large steamers were sunk the day before south of George’s Channel. It is
also strange that the Lusitania was not sent through the North Channel.
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President Woodrow Wilson’s First Note to Germany — May 13, 1915

The United States has warned Germany that it cannot restrict the rights of
Americans by limiting their lawful use of the seas even if they are traveling on
merchant ships run by Germany’s enemies. The United States will make
Germany accountable for violating Americans’ rights.

Civilians, whether they are from an enemy or neutral country, cannot be put in
danger by the capture or destruction of an unarmed merchant ship.

It is impossible for the officers of a submarine to go on board a merchant ship
to see if it is an enemy ship or is carrying war supplies. It is impossible for them
to take control of a merchant ship; and they cannot sink the merchant ship
without putting people on the ship in danger.
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President Woodrow Wilson’s First Note to Germany — May 13, 1915

The United States has warned Germany that it cannot limit Americans’ use
of the seas even if they are traveling on merchant ships run by Germany’s
enemies. The United States will hold Germany accountable for violating
Americans’ rights.

Civilians, whether they are from an enemy or neutral country, cannot be
put in danger by the capture or destruction of an unarmed merchant ship.

It is impossible for the officers of a submarine to go on board a merchant
ship to see if it is an enemy ship or is carrying war supplies. Itis
impossible for them to take control of a merchant ship; and they cannot
sink the merchant ship without putting people on the ship in danger.
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UNITED STATES DEMANDS THAT GERMANY
RESPECT RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS ON SEA'

[ 15 'WILL OMIT NO WORD
OR ACT NECESSARY
TO ENFORCE VIEWS

Stern Note to Berhn Government Calls At-
. tention to Grave Situation Resulting From
{1 Violation of American Rights, Culmi-

| nating in Sinking of Lusitania.

Insists That Submarine Warfare on Noncombatants Be Stopped

|
L K
DISAVOWAL OF THESE ACTS EXPECTED,

AND REPARATION AS FULL AS POSSIBLE
'Method of Attack by Submarines on Merchant Vessels
Objected To as Disregarding Rules of Faimess, Rea-
son, Justice and Humanity, Which This Country Can-
not Admit, but Must Hold Germany to Strict Ac-
countability for Any Infringement, Intentional or
Incidental~Immediate Steps to Prevent Recurrence
of Anything So Obviously Subversive of Pnncnplcs of
Warfare and for Just and Prompt Action in This
Vital Matter Confidently Is Asked.

l WASHINGTON, May 13-~ The Unlited States government to-day cabled
'Amb-mdor Gcrnrd for presemtation to the German goverameat, a note
jealling attentlon “to the grave sltuation which has resulted’ from violation
‘of American rights on the high seas, calmisating in tho sinking of the Lusi-
tania with & losa of more than 100 American lves.

; The communication expressos the comfident expectation of the United ‘
{Statea “that the imperial German government will disavew the acts of
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Woodrow Wilson’s Second Note to Germany — June 9, 1915

Your Excellency’s note states that the Lusitania had hidden guns, was supplied with
trained soldiers and special ammunition, was transporting troops from Canada, was
carrying illegal cargo, and served the navy of Great Britain.

The United States had a duty to make sure the Lusitania and its passengers were
not doing anything illegal, and U.S. officials completed that task with great care. The
German Government has been misinformed.

Whether or not there were war supplies on board the Lusitania that caused the
second explosion, these claims are not important when talking about the legality of
the way the German navy sank the ship.

The main fact is that a great passenger ship, carrying more than a thousand
civilians, was torpedoed and sunk without a warning. Men, women, and children
were sent to their death in a way unseen in modern warfare.
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“QUR SECOND NOTE DEMANDS REPARATIUN

-0- -0- -0~ -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

BRYAN WILL EXPLAIN HI.S ATTITUDE ON STUMP

WILSON'S SECOND NOTE >3z
DEMANDS REPARATION |/ %
FOR AMERIGAN LIVES

Second Demand Upon Germany Has
Been Despatched and Will Be Made
Public in Detail Tomorrow; Couch-
ed in Friendly Terms.

Washington, June 9—The United States sent Germany a note
reiterating s démnd’ for reparation for the loss of American
lives in the sinking of the Lusitania, setting forth elearly the
carnest desire of the American government that Germany signify |
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Woodrow Wilson’s Third Note to Germany — July 21, 1915

If German naval commanders continue to limit American civilians’ use of the
seas, the United States will see such actions as deliberately unfriendly.

W OYORK TRIBUNE, SATURDAY, JULY 24, 1015,
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Editorials Back Note; ~ 'NOTE UPHOLDS
Say Law Must Prevail NATION'S DIGNITY

Germany's Plea of “Freedom of the Seas” No De-| LAWYERS SAY
fence to Indiscriminate Killing of Americans— |

It's Up to the Kaiser Now. Future Injury to U. S In-},

i — —_— -

| friendship with the Unite States, “'"M. to act ar the common
' need surrender no lawful or essentinl negotiations for an wnderstandi be-

| sl - nd . The President does hieh wuld do|
o b ik et cubmurine warfars | zoon ballESEtSS, B Tibie with| MORGAN J. O'BRIEN

——————

|
The Warld, t threatened only by ber ’hﬂ‘i":‘b:: ::: ‘ 'cnstSWi" Be AC(O'W.I’, :
! i h res he
If German denires ACe On":""!r;.m;rﬂ. ::1‘:. .:g‘.:lf n.«!{ '.! dl'::! F. R. Co“dCﬂ Avefs. :
rien
|

be nhandoned or that it be rendered the freedom of the seas, o we press

futile. MNe demands omly that se far upon the imperial governm st “vory | COMMENDS WlLSON
s Amerieans are concerned it must solesmniy” th need of *a serupulous '
conform te the principles of law and chaervatice of neutrsl rights in this ———

humanity which were universally ree tieal matter™
| onized \istil the German government “The l':--n;u of our relations °‘!Former Berlin Professor Fears

suddenly beeame obaessed with s . atd pesce with Germany is now
nnr:.-ru’l thearies of “frightfulness. :‘:n"':.""ld f:l:: “,'Ma:‘. of Cormany. | Demand Will Cause Reaction

What the President exacts of Ger. o s for her to choose which path she |
wany s the minimum that a self-re- ol Our  sell-respect, our I‘K"”' United States. |
many will fellow. ©
imsctisne matlon san demand of another! =™ T L Tl L tid wa have reserves
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April 2, 1917
GENTLEMEN OF THE CONGRESS:

On the third of February, | told you about the plan of the German Government to
put aside the law and kindness and use its submarines to sink every ship entering
ports controlled by their enemies in Europe. Ships of every kind, whatever their
flag, their character, their cargo, their destination, their job, have been cruelly sent
to the bottom of the ocean. They have been sunk without warning and without
thought of help or mercy for the people on board. Friendly neutral ships and
enemy ships have been sunk. Even hospital ships have been sunk...

Now armed neutrality is impossible. Because submarines are outlaws when used
as the German submarines have been used against business shipping.

| advise that the Congress declare the German Government to be at war with the
United States.

President Woodrow Wilson
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SHIPPING CASUALTIES.
(LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP “LUSITANIA”.)

REPORT of a Formal Investigation into the circumstances attending the foundering on 7th May,
1915, of the British Steamship “Lusitania,” of Liverpool, after being torpedoed off the Old Head of
Kinsale, Ireland.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of His Majesty

LONDON: PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE By
DARLING AND SON, LIMITED, BACON STREET, E. - Report on Loss of the “LUSITANIA” (S.S.) -
THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS, 1894 TO 1906 -

IN THE MATTER OF the Formal Investigation held at the Central Buildings, Westminster, on the
15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th of June, at the Westminster Palace Hotel on the 1st of July, and at the
Caxton Hall, Westminster, on the 17th of July, before the Right Honourable LORD MERSEY, Wreck
Commissioner, assisted by Admiral Sir F. S. INGLEFIELD, K.C.B.; Lieutenant-Commander HEARN;
Captain D. DAVIES; and Captain J. SPEDDING, acting as Assessors, into the circumstances
attending the loss of the steamship “Lusitania,” of Liverpool, and the loss of 1,198 lives at a spot ten
to fifteen miles south of the Old Head of Kinsale, Ireland, on the 7th May, 1915.

REPORT OF THE COURT.

The Court, having carefully enquired into the circumstances of the above-mentioned disaster, finds,
for the reasons appearing in the annex hereto, that the loss of the said ship and lives was due to
damage caused to the said ship by torpedoes fired by a submarine of German nationality whereby
the ship sank. In the opinion of the Court the act was done not merely with the intention of sinking
the ship, but also with the intention of destroying the lives of the people on board. Dated this
seventeenth day of July, 1915.

MERSEY,
Wreck Commissioner.
We concur in the above Report,
F.S. INGLEFIELD.
H. J. HEARN.
DAVID DAVIES
JOHN SPEDDING.

Assessors.
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Those Canon on the Forward Deck

By W. A. Rogers, 1915

Library of Congress
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Business Above All

Ticket Counter

No Contraband Goods!

The liner Lusitania sunk by a

German submarine 5 May 1915

Medal designed by German artist Karl Goetz

commemorating the sinking of the "Lusitania."

Vacarme

The medal incorrectly names May 5, 1915,

as the date of the sinking.
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1.300 Die

as Lusitania Goes to Bottom;

400 Americans on Board Torpedoed Ship;
Washington Stirred as When Maine Sank

CAPITAL AROUSED,
SITUATION GRAVEST
YET FACED IN WAR

Washington Determined That Germany
Shall Not Be Allowed 10 DNIrK
Responsibility for Deaths.

GREATLY FEARS LOSS OF AMERICANS

President Shows Nervousness as Bulletins of Dis-
aster Come In—Strongest Protest Yet Made
pPranned Even if No U. 8. Citizens Were Lost

From The Trib

Washington, May 7.—The news of the heavy loss of life on

{he Lusitania stirred Washington as it has not been stirred since the
snking of the Maine. The carlier reports that both passengers
and crew had been landed safely had quieted apprehensions of an
jmmediate crisis in the relations of the United States and Germany.
But when it became clear that Americans—undoubtedly a con-
siderable number of them—were to be counted among the victims
of German savagery at sea the full significance of the tragedy off

une Burcau

Queenstown struck home
President Wilson made little effort to conceal his feelings. At
£ o'clock to-night the President received the following dispatch

from the United States Consul at Cork:

THE LUSITANIA, SUNK BY GERMAN SUBMARINE, WITH HEAVY LOSS OF

"

‘Lusitania sanlc wt 2:30 o'clock. Probably many survivors. '

Rescue work proceeding favorably. Shall | send you list of sur-

vivors 7"

As soon as he read it he put on his hat and walked out of the
White House without the knowledge of the Secret Service men who
are guarding him. The President walked up Sixteenth Street to Cor-
coran Street, crossed over to Fifteenth Street and back to the White
House, where he went into his study to await further information

and to turn over in his mind the message that it is expected he will
- - ——— S Sl dalile af ke

-

GERMANS TOAST |
VICTORY’ AMID
HOCHS IN CAFES

U.S. OWES IT TO SELF-RESPECT TO ACT,
SAYS ROOSEVELT; ‘PIRACY ON VAST SCALE’

PR P ———y S

Foom o . .

Svracuse, May 7.—After the appalling details of the Lusi-
tania dizaster had been told to Colonel Roosevelt late to-night
Lo -ata. wha imcancaivahla that we should refrain from

LIFF.

=

'MANY NOTED
NEW YORKERS

Dying and Injured Brought In with Other
Survivors to Queenstown—Two Tor-
pedoes Fired, Says Steward.

FEW FIRST CLASS PASSENGERS SAVED

Attack Made About Eight Miles from Irish Coast in

Broad Daylight and in Fine Weather—Sur-
vivor Tells of Bravery of Cunard Officers.

Washington, May 8.—A dispatch to the State De-
partment early to-day from American Consul Frost at
Queenstown stated that the total number of survivors of
the Lusitania was about 700.

[By Cable to The Tribune.]

London, May 8, 3 a. m.—At least 1,300 lives were lost when
the Lusitania was torpedoed without ing in broad daylight
yesterday afternoon by a German submarine, according to esti
mates by survivors. The estimate of First Officer Jones puts the
total nearer 1,500,

Only a few of the first class passengers were saved. Most of
them remained aboard, thinking the ship would float. Trawlers
arriving at Queenstown have a hundred bodies or more.

The “Times" Queenstown correspondent says that some of the
survivors who have arrived there report that Alfred Gwynne Van-
derbilt was drowned.

At Queenstown there have arrived 647 alive, 40 dead; at
Kinsale 11 alive, 5 dead. Al! boats which went out from Queens-
town have now returned, except one trawler. Fishing boats may
be bringing more survivors to Kinsale.

It is believed here that there were about 2,000 persons on
board, 1,254 passengers and between 700 and 800 in the crew.

Survivors of the Lusitania who have arrived at Queenstown
estimate that only about 650 of those aboard the steamer were
saved. i

Of the dead more than two hundred are supposed to be

ON LDSITANIA | /et o ¥ & e e e e e &

“Coal King,” and a noted militant suffragist, went down with tha «

Vmas bt was savad he s life aressrver she wors. and later was
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Map of British Isles showing where the gigantic Transatiantic Liner
Lusitania was torpedoed and sunk. Arrow indicates course of steamship
and cross point where she went down, off Kinsale, near Queenstown,

The day book. (Chicago, lll.), 08 May 1915. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045487/1915-05-08/ed-1/seq-2/>
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None Perish on Lusitania
When Ship Is Torpedoed

LINER ISSENTTOBOTTOM =~ ___fwmroreroom ivemiosmmana, GRS léflmm;s] STRIONG
WITHOUT WARNING OFF 1 ipwoones " orcummn
THE COAST OF IRELAND

Ultimatum  Handed Peking;SIavs Reported as Being
Government Without Advisers = Steadily Broken Down, But

_____ | and Munition Clauses. They Deny This. ;
Lusitania Twenty-Ninth Ship | ! S
| CONCEDE A MEASURE
th Waters M]l}llt TWE[II Sunk or Damaged in German | REPUBLIC WILL AVOID
Shps Benea y | RUPTURE. NIPPON HEARS OF SUCCESS TO FOE

War Zone First Week of May

| Chiftse Cabimet Will Bow to Force. Tzrr's Farces Beport Viclory im Bate
| Being Unable to Defend tle Near Stry. im the Car-
! the Mation. pathinps.

Minutes After Fatal Blow
Is Struck.

165 AMERICAR PASSENGERS; = e
ABOUT 1,900 PERSONS ABOARD -

—_—

Many Vess:ls Rush to Aid of Stricken Cunarder and'
Fatalities are Prevented---Great Vessel
Had Defied German Raiders.

LONDON, May 7, 8:15 p.m.-The Cunard
Company has definitely ascertained that -
the lives of the passengers and the crew of
the Lusitaina have been saved.

NEW YORK, May 7.—No lives were lost when the
giant transatlantic liner Lusitania was torpedoed and sunk
10 miles south of Kinsale, off the Irish coast, this afternoon.
%he had aboard 1,253 of her own passengers and 163 pas-
sengers transferred to her from the Anchor line Came-
ronia, besides her own crew, bringing the number on
board ur to modre than L‘.)Oﬂ The fact that thr: was ne || 310 Passengers on Ship
loss of Life is duec to the responuse of steamers
and other vessels in ru-lu::‘:;“':‘he rescue after the huge when She Left New York
Cunarder had flashed through the air her announcement Mo e

mErvadl far future dlasusssis,

FPEKING., May 7. 6 pm—
There ix good reason to believe
that China is prepared to concede |
everything demanded by Japan. Ui
realizing that the situation is
hopeless. dimg o wheassire o

A dispatch sent to the Tokic allies, gay
Nichi Nichi, from its correspond-
lent here, says China has in- ReTEted
formed Japasese Minister Hioki
that it desired 1o arrange a settle- "
ment of the demands in such a
Iway as to avoid & ruptuere,

Eki Hioki, the Japanese minis-
o7 lter, went to the Chinese foreign
office between 3 and 4 o'clock this
afternoon and presentsd the Japa-
mese ultimatum, which insists that
| China accede to the demands pre-
sented by the Tokio government,

e owhole Lae

wiy i the Rissians hag
ced i a precarions situas

Decree Effective Februnry 18

ogral  advices,  however,

clam= are grealy exage

tusstan war office -
v 0 g battle mear
the Carpathians, farther
=ceaw of 1he present

Japan Makes Concessions,

Evening star. [volume] (Washington, D.C.), 07 May 1915. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1915-05-07/ed-1/seq-27/>

T T
ALOCAL PASSENGER

Grodno Is Bombarded.

Aceurding 18 i ofcaal SANEEE
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Germany Admits Torpedoing Lusitania;
“Let Themn. Think,” Bernstorff’s Comment;

merican Dead 115; 25 Are Children

WOMEN AND CHILDREN LOST ON THE LUSITANIA. Total Number of Victims Put by Official
Figures at 1,256: Children’s Bodies
Among Rows in Cork’s Morgues.

NO HOPE OF FINRING MORE SURVIVORS

Bodies of Charles Frohman and Dr. F. S. Pearsorg
Recovered: No Trace of Alired (. Vanderbilt,
Fisert Hubbard or Justus Miles Forman.

! Berlin (via wireless to London), May 9, 2:45 A. M.—The
following communication was issued to-night:

“The Cunard liner Lusitania was yesterday torpedoed by &
German submarine and sank.

“The Lusitania was naturally armed with guns, as were re<
cently most of the English mercantile steamers. Moreover, as is
well known here, she ha large quantities of v ar material in her
cargo.

“Her owners, { .. clore, knew to what danger the passengers
were exposed. They alone bear all the responsibility for what has
happened.

“Germany, on her part, left nothing undone to repeatedly
and strongly warn them. The imperial ambassador in Washing-
ton even went so far 23 to make a public warning, so as to draw
sttention to this dange~.  The English press sncered them: at the
warning and relied on the protection of the British fleet to safe-
guard Atlantic traffic.”

Wilson Awaits Re-
ports from Berlin
Before Speaking.

INDICTMENT
INEVITABLE

Publ yesire to  Exact
Reparation from Ger
w Surges Forth.

Bv Cable to Tne Tribune.]

Cork, Ireland, May 8.—One hundred and fifteen Americans
perished with the Lusitania. The latest reports indicate that of the
1,256 now believed (- have died when the big Cunarder was
torpedoed off the coar' of Ireland, nearly six score were American
citizens. Twenty-five of the children who died are believed of
American birth.

Among the identified American dead are Charles Frohman,
Mrs. Amelia McDonz!l 1, Patrick Callon, Arthur Foley and Dr. F. 5.
RN Fe <0 3 : : vl Pearsos.  Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt’s body has not yet been re«

y o » ’ o A = - £ covered, nor have those of Charles Klein, Lindon Bates, jr., of

¢ o W
I o~ Do e S8 s 3 : e : Justus Miles Forman.

UM DEARWOLD 3 st . ! The American Consul at Queenstown says that the bodies of
the following Americans have been landed there and identified :

Mee Mav Rrawn | Fallman ar Fillman 1. Jones. Bessio
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GERMANY REFUSES T0 HALT SUBMARINE WAR
EVADES u. s. DEMANDS ‘ Germany Refuses to Stop

Submarine War - May 31, 1915

BY QUESTIONING FACTS ' oo s o conenies
AND SUBGESTING HAGUE, ciciziro e oo sot

- " nE . .| Declares Lusitania armed despite
= [Declares Lusitania Armed Despite Official Denial.  official denial from New York Port

from New York Port Officials—Declares Bluntlyl ~ officials

German Naval Officers Will Not Observe Prize| Argue presence of weapons and

Laws—TextMore Disappointing Than Forecast, ~ Canadian Troops as excuse for
——— . murder

OFFER PRESENCE OF MUNITIONS OF WAR
AND RESERVISTS AS EXCUSE FOR MURDER

The Washington herald. (Washington, D.C.), 31 May 1915. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1915-05-31/ed-1/seq-1/>
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Strictly Impartial
By Luther Bradley, February 13, 1915

Library of Congress



















































