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Stay In May comes to Marco Island

KEITH DAMERON

Rose Auditorium at the Marco Island
Historical Society — why should you be
there? Because this is the first event
for the StayInMay Festival on Marco
Island.

For those of us that live here all year
- the concept of stay in May might
seem like a strange phrase. But this
festival is unique in several ways and I
am thrilled to let everyone know that
this year they are bringing the festival
to Marco Island.

Why Stay In May - because the Fes-
tival has expanded our cultural season.
During the past five years over 60,000
people have attended the many events
that are a part of the festival. Most of
the year if you go to a play, concert or
lecture you go to the same place, same
theatre location, same concert hall,
same lecture facility. But the festival
does not have a theatre, concert hall or
lecture facility - instead it partners
with many other organizations across
our region and brings the entertain-
ment to their venue.

This partnership provides a unique
opportunity to introduce new audiences
to an event and for the venue to wel-
come new audiences to their location.
Over the years it has been very in-
teresting to hear people come to a ven-
ue that has been in Collier County for
many years — and look around with
amazement as this is the first time they
have been there. v

So not only is this Islander’s opportu-
nity for many more cultural activities
at a time of the year when many of our
organizations are not presenting pro-
gramming; but it is our opportunity to
learn about new venues and meet new
people in the community.

This year the StayinMay Festival
brings a wonderful program to Marco.
On May 11 our own Malenda Trick
painting an original piece in the style of
her favorite artist - Toulouse Lautrec -
while enjoying two amazing artists
perform while she creates a visual
dream. Accompanying the painting
with song will be Gulfshore Opera’s
founder - Steffanie Pearce accompa-

Daniela Navarro of Costa Rica is one of the performers for the Stay in May Festival.

nied by Dr. James Cochran, founder of
Artis-Naples Choruses. Three amazing
artists in one room at the Rose Audi-
torium.

The StayinMay Festival provides
many cultural events from April 25 to
May 12, 2017. We will have only one
opportunity to see an exhibit by re-
nowned Chinese artist - Deena Gu. This
extraordinary exhibit was on display at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art and
now we can see it at the Naples Art
Association. In addition to the first
event on Marco, this year is the first
Health and Wellness series; culinary
programs with the featured artist Dee-
na Gu at Sur La Table; a culinary pro-
gram featuring all of the five Collier
County high school culinary programs;
a short film festival featuring award-

winning shorts; Dixieland celebrating
the 10th Anniversary of the Norris
Gardens; The Tokens at the Zoo pre-
senting their award-winning “The Lion
Sleeps Tonight.” :

Not only does the Festival provide
unique cultural events in unexpected
venues, many of the artists that come to
the festival also go to the schools to
work with our area students providing
master classes for music students,
continuing education opportunities for
teachers and introducing new concepts
to students and teachers in our area.
Over the years many studies have been
done that demonstrate the advantages
music studies have for our young peo-
ple. Encouraging those studies and
providing these opportunities that stu-
dents would not have if the artists were
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not here and available to come to their
classroom, is a cornerstone of the festi-
val.

I personally want to encourage ev-
eryone to learn more about the Stayin-
May Festival which is produced locally
and benefits not only the audience but
the many partner organizations. Ex-
plore the fantastic world of the Stay In
May Festival at their website - StayIn-
May.com. The events will begin on
April 25 and conclude on May 12 -
events are at unique venues and pro-
vide reasonably priced tickets. This
festival is designed to provide a variety
of opportunities to explore the wonder-
ful world of the arts in different set-
tings across our region. I personally
look forward to seeing you on May 11 at
the Rose Auditorium.
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