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14 
CHICAGO COMMUNITIES 
WITH A CYC CENTER 
OR PARTNER

1,500 
YOUTH AGES 2-18 
ENROLLED IN CYC 
PROGRAMS

700+ 
PARENTS, GUARDIANS, 
AND FAMILIES SERVED

97%
AVERAGE SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE RATE 
FOR CYC YOUTH

99%
OF YOUTH SAID THERE 
IS A TRUSTED ADULT 
AT CYC TO WHOM THEY 
CAN GO FOR GUIDANCE

145+ 
UNIQUE AFTERSCHOOL 
AND SUMMER 
ENRICHMENT CLUBS

95%
OF CHILDREN AGES 3-5 MET 
OR EXCEEDED NATIONAL 
STANDARDS FOR LITERACY 
DEVELOPMENT BY THE
END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 
(COMPARED TO 64% AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR)



Not only do CYC’s Early Learning programs equip preschool children 
for a lifetime of school success, they give parents peace of mind, 
too. Our families rely on CYC’s programs to keep their children 
safe, engaged, and learning while they work, and this is especially 
important for children too young for public school. In 2019, we 
responded to the needs of our families, by expanding our Early 
Head Start program for children ages 18-months to 3 years. This 
fall, 5 sites will offer Early Head Start in addition to Head Start (ages 
3-5), and CYC now has the 11th largest contract to provide Head 
Start programs in the city. We are excited for our littlest learners to 
begin their CYC journey toward limitless possibilities.  

Did you know only 18% of children in Illinois are enrolled in an 
afterschool program? What’s more, half of the children who aren’t 
enrolled would be if a program were available to them. At CYC, 
we believe addressing this access gap is critical. Since 2005, we’ve 
partnered with Chicago schools to bring CYC’s Centers into schools, 
and in the face of the access gap, we are doubling down on the 
growth of this program. Called CYC's 21st AVE, we teach 21st-
century skills and foster social-emotional growth through a focus on 
"Academic Vibes & Enrichment." Not only do we meet kids where 
they are, reducing the barriers for participation, we partner with 
teachers and principals to supplement classroom learning. CYC’s 21st 
AVE program is among the most cost-effective afterschool enrichment 
models, capable of reaching hundreds, and—one day—thousands of 
youth across Chicago’s most under-served communities.

A Pathway to Achieving Afterschool Access 

At CYC, the arts and STEM don’t exist in silos. We know that STEM 
topics benefit from the creativity and innovation of the arts, and 
that art of the future will integrate technology and digital media. 
That’s why CYC’s STEAM program fuses STEM and the arts to engage 
our children’s minds and imaginations. One example of a youth-led 
STEAM club is the Peace Makers (pictured on our cover), a group 
of students who use technology, digital arts, and science to spread 
messages of peace. In 2017, a group of CYC students witnessed 
violence afterschool and felt motivated to respond, using the 
resources at their Center. This past year, the Peace Makers launched a 
podcast and designed, produced, and distributed stress balls to help 
their peers focus on positive stress release. We can’t wait to see what 
will be next for these young innovators and change-makers.

For more impact stories and information, visit 
www.chicagoyouthcenters.org/stewardshipreport

we are proud to share a 
few of the ways your gift 
to cyc made an impact

Littlest Learners Grow at CYC 

Full STEAM Ahead!

2018-2019 
HIGHLIGHTS



11 cuddle care academy, hyde park

12 graham crackers daycare, roseland

13 little kiddies inc, edgewater

14 pathways to learning child care center,      
     ashburn

15 pathways to learning infants, ashburn

16 pathways to learning – kedzie, chicago lawn

17 the learning tree ii, chicago lawn

1 cyc-george e. taylor/
  centro nuestro center, humboldt park
2 cyc-dorothy gautreaux center, riverdale

3 cyc-fellowship house, bridgeport

4 cyc-sidney epstein youth center, 
    north lawndale

5 cyc-rebecca k. crown youth center, 
   south shore

6 deneen school of excellence, 
   greater grand crossing

7 ida b. wells preparatory elementary academy,       
   bronzeville (douglas)
8 kozminski community academy, hyde park

9 perspectives high school of technology,     
   auburn gresham

10 new partner school coming to south         
    chicago in 2020

(Serving ages 2-18)



For more detailed financial information, please visit www.chicagoyouthcenters.org 
and refer to our Audited Financial Statement.

FINANCIALS
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The John Buck Company
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2018-2019 
DONORS

thank you to our 
generous donors who 
made gifts of $500+ to 
cyc between july 1, 2018 
and june 30, 2019.
For a full donor report, please visit 
www.chicagoyouthcenters.org/
stewardshipreport.

We do everything we can to ensure 
accuracy of donor names and levels. 
Please reach out to Rachel.Wandell@
chicagoyouthcenters.org with any 
discrepancies.
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95% 
OF CHILDREN AGES 
3-5 MET OR EXCEEDED 
NATIONAL STANDARDS 
FOR COGNITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT BY THE 
END OF THE SCHOOL 
YEAR (COMPARED TO 70% AT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR)

80%
OF YOUTH AGES 6-18 
DEMONSTRATED 
INCREASED POSITIVE 
ATTITUDES ABOUT 
STEAM SUBJECTS

96%
OF YOUTH AGES 6-18 
DEMONSTRATED 
INCREASED 
PERSISTENCE

83%
OF YOUTH AGES 6-18 
REPORTED INCREASED 
ABILITY TO PROBLEM- 
SOLVE

because of your generous 
support in 2018-2019:

   Recognizes donors who made a gift in 
loving memory of James R. Donnelley. 
Jim was the son of one of CYC’s founders, 
Elliott Donnelley, and an integral part of 
the CYC family.
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