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Dear Friends &
Supporters

of The Samburu Project,

It has been another amazing year of growth, challenges, meeting the bottom line and clean water for The
Samburu Project.
Beyond drilling 11 wells and supporting 52 existing well communities in Samburu, Kenya, our organization
spent 2013 focusing on board development. In March 2013, newly elected TSP Board Chair Linda Hooper and I
graduated from Annenberg Foundation’s Alchemy plus program. We were awarded a capacity building grant
to help strengthen the foundation of The Samburu Project. With funding from the grant, we worked with consultants to help our board members and staff to become more effective and prepared fundraisers.
With the goal of growing our fundraising capacity, The Samburu Project’s board decided to add another cornerstone fundraising event to our yearly calendar in 2013. On November 16th, we held the inaugural Samburu
Splash Bash at the LA Mart in Downtown Los Angeles. Fun was had by all with delicious food, plenty of drink
and spectacular entertainment. Most importantly, the message of The Samburu Project and our impact on the
Samburu people was ever present throughout the night with stunning images, touching stories and the opportunity to meet Priscilla Lekalkuli, a young Samburu woman.
The goal of the Splash Bash 2013 was to increase awareness for The Samburu Project and raise funds to
continue our work in supporting the more than 60,000 people in Samburu we have touched through the drilling of 63 wells. Thanks to the Splash Bash, we met with success. Splash Bash allowed The Samburu Project to
expand its reach. We had 270 attendees, both long-time and new supporters of the organization.
Also in the fall, we embarked upon our 7th well drill successfully completing 11 wells that
currently bring clean water to over 11,000 people. This well drill was not without its challenges. For the first
time in our organization’s history we experienced the drilling of two dry wells during this well drilling exercise. With a 96% success rate over the previous 6 well drills, this gave our organization a jolt. Thankfully, we
overcame this challenge with the support of our committed donors. Both donors for the dry wells increased their
support by covering the costs so that we could drill other wells. One of these wells was successfully drilled in
2013 and the 2nd is anticipated to be completed in 2014.
As always, our 4th annual Walk for Water in Hermosa Beach on April 14th was well attended by an enthusiastic multi-generational crowd. As a grassroots organization, this event gives The Samburu Project the opportunity to get out into the community to share our work to effect change in the world and bring awareness and
encourage people to conserve water, an incredibly precious resource. Pre-school to college students, families
and young and mature adults were all there to get involved, raise money and spread the word.
We are grateful for all who supported The Samburu Project in 2013 so that we were able to continue the important work of providing clean drinking water to those in need. We look forward to continued success.
Sincerely yours,
Kristen Kosinski
Executive Director

INTRODUCTION

Give water.

givelife.

Every day 4,500 children die worldwide due to the lack of access to clean,
safe drinking water. Founded in 2005, The Samburu Project offers a simple
solution to this extraordinary problem. The Samburu Project provides access to clean, safe drinking water through well drilling initiatives in order
to create a solid foundation for community development.
The Samburu Project has drilled 63 wells providing clean, safe drinking
water to over 60,000 people in Samburu. With the advent of clean, safe
water in The Samburu Project’s existing well communities, new possibilities have emerged for the people of Samburu.
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With clean

water...

•Communities are empowered
•Children survive
•Girls go to school
•Women start small businesses
•Communities grow
their own food
•People thrive
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The

Samburu Project has...
...watched women create self-sustaining and
income generating gardens
...particpiated in the enhancement of a
number of local schools
...developed community leaders
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PROGRAMS

welldrill
OVERVIEW
The Samburu Project embarked on its 7th well drill in July 2013. The
Samburu Project drilled and equipped 11 new wells, bringing clean, safe
drinking water to approximately 11,000 people. During this drilling exercise, The Samburu Project had 2 dry wells. Prior to this well drill, the
organization has only had 2 dry wells in its history.
Wells Drilled in 2013

1 year • 11 wells • clean water for 11,000
Ntilal
Division:
Archer’s Post
Funding by:
Pasquesi

Naadadapo
Division:
Archer’s Post
Funding by:
Nimick Forbesway

Lauragi 2

Lengarde/
Lesunyai
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Pasquesi

Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Blue Planet
Network

Sionta 2
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Pittsburgh
Children’s
Foundation

Sarara 1
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Harbourton
Foundation

Sere Olipi
Division:
Sere Olipi
Funding by:
Nimick
Forbesway

Lenchekut

Lorian
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Blue Planet
Network

Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Pasquesi

Kule
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Woodside
Wishing
Well

Jerusalem
Division:
Wamba
Funding by:
Harbourton
Foundation
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CaseSTUDIES
LAURAGI 2

Location: Wamba
Population: 600
GPS Coordinates: N 01.0675, E 37.080833

Completed: November 30, 2013
Elevation: 1148 m

At only 14 years old, Ltoina Letiwa holds a lot of responsibility as the oldest son in
his family. He is responsible for tending to the livestock as well as taking care of his
two younger brothers and sisters. While his siblings were still too young to help
with household responsibilities, Ltoina was responsible for waking up extra early to
fetch water in order to make it back in time to attend to the other chores before the
evening settled into darkness. He recalls barely having enough time in each day to
complete all his responsibilities. He also recalls the day that he saw big trucks with
giant machines breaking up the earth’s surface. He watched for 2 days as long pipes
and rods were fed into a seemingly endless pit. It was explained to him that water
would rise out of the hole dug by machines, but while he listened and watched closely, he still refused believe that it was possible. On the second day the impossible
happened; Ltoina was astonished to see water. And while the well has created more
time for Ltoina to tend to his chores, he is happiest to report that he now bathes
twice a day as opposed to once every three days.

tiwa
Ltoina Le

pumping the new

Lauragi 2 well.
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KULE

Location: Wamba
Population: 1,050
GPS Coordinates: N 0.875, E 37.31833		

Completed: November 26, 2013
Elevation: 1140 m

Like most people in the Kule community, Seina Lasayaiya once collected water for her family by digging
holes in the riverbank.This was common practice for
the Sionja community before The Samburu Project
provided them with a sustainable source of clean
water. And also like many people in the community
at that time, Seina had a nearly fatal case of chronic diarrhea. Ingesting harmful bacteria that causes
diarrhea, when there is not an available source of
water, can quickly turn into a public health disaster.
If the body cannot replenish and rehydrate then a
very curable condition suddenly runs a significant
risk of fatality. This is precisely what happened to
Seina. At the age of 24 she was found unconscious by
one of her children and rushed to a health clinic. At
the clinic she received rehydration salts and medication, however she felt weary about returning home
knowing that accessing clean water was still an issue.
When asked about the well that was drilled by The
Samburu Project later that same year, she describes
an incredible sense of relief. To the donors of the
well, she would like to say that the well did not only
bring clean water, but it also brought good health to
the entire community of Kule, and for that she sends
here sincerest gratitude.

Seina Lasayaiya

her
r
o
f
s
e
pos
picture.
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drillchallenges

Success: Sarara 1
Well

Set back: Sarara 2
Well

Back Up: Jerusalem
Well

The Sarara 1 well was drilled successfully. According to the driller and the water
engineer the water yield is more than 8 cubic meters. This means there is enough
water to pipe it over the mountain to Wamba! Though The Samburu Project does
not plan to be that ambitious at this point, it is good to know that the well has plenty
of water. They drilled 58 meters.
After drilling the Sarara 1 Well, the team moved to Sarara 2. They drilled to 75 meters and declared the well dry. This is devastating news for all especially the Sarara
2 Community. They were so hopeful and excited about the possibility of having
clean water in their community. Although we know that it is a risk we take, heading
into this well drill we had a 96% success rate as this has only happened 2 previous
times in the history of our organization.
A back-up site was surveyed in July in the Jerusalem community in the event that a
well should be dry. The donor for the Sarara 2 Well was committed to the drilling of
a second successful well and graciously agreed to fund the Jerusalem Well.
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EVENTS

WalkforWater

01

The Samburu Project’s 4th Annual
Bay, CA
Walk for Water South
4.14.2013

On April 14th, 2013, The Samburu Project held its 4th Annual Walk for Water.
The Walk was the most successful one yet with over 200 walkers and raising
nearly $20,000. Before the walk, Fit-On trainer Angela Bennett led the enthusiastic group with a fun warm-up routine. Children learned the importance of water
conservation and played in the world of water at the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California’s Kid’s Corner. After a 4-mile loop between Hermosa
Beach Pier and Manhattan Beach Pier, walkers of all ages returned to American
Junkie Restaurant where they enjoyed a delicious celebratory breakfast while bidding on auction items.
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02

Woodside Elementary School
Woodside, CA
4.28.2013

Woodside Elementary School launched its first Woodside Wishing Well Online
Campaign in late March and it was a huge success. With the hard work of the Middle School Committee Leaders, the school surpassed its goal of $18,000 and raised
close to $21,000. As a result, enough funds were raised to drill a 6th Woodside
Wishing Well in Samburu, Kenya. Additionally, the 4th Annual Walk for Water held
on April 28th, 2013 was also a huge success, celebrating the efforts of the online
campaign. Over 100 attended the walk and participated in a beautiful Sunday afternoon walk (or run) around the Woodside Elementary School fields. Everyone
enjoyed live music performed by local children along with many wonderful smiling
faces to celebrate the day.
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SplashBash
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The inaugural Samburu Splash Bash at the LA Mart in Downtown Los
Angeles was a big success, raising over $60,000. There were over 270
attendees, both long-time and new supporters of the organization. Fun
was had by all with delicious food, plenty of drinks and spectacular entertainment. Most importantly, the message of The Samburu Project and its
impact on the Samburu people was ever present throughout the night with
stunning images, touching stories and the opportunity to meet Priscilla
Lekalkuli, a young Samburu woman.
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STAFF &
BOARD

ABROAD IN

AT HOME IN

santa monica

kenya

Kristen Kosinski, Founder &
Executive Director
Stephanie Yeun, Director of
Operations

Lucas Lekwale, Project
Manager
Paul Lekuuk, Well
Maintenance Technician
Jackson Lenkokwai, Field
Assistant
Enzi Lesepe, Office Manager

OUR

board
Doretta Bonner		
Bob Falkenberg		
Kristen Kosinski		
Paige Macy			
Lauretta Zucchetti

Mary Buzas		
Janis Davis		
Vivian Geffen
Linda Hooper		
Alan Leavitt		
Brian Silverman		
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FINANCIALS

EXPENSES:

17.2%

75.7%

admin.
expenses

fundraising
expenses

program
expenses

7.1%

REVENUE:

10.8%
corporate
partnership

88.4%

contributions

.8%

other
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