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ANNEX A: SELF-GUIDED WORKSHEET 
ACTIVITY 1 – Seeing the Unseen 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Take your time to explore the gallery. Once you are finished exploring the space and the 
works in the space, flip over to the next page.  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2. Now that you’ve explored the gallery on your own time, sketch out the path you took in 
the gallery on the floor plan below: 

Questions to consider 

1. Spikes are usually found in places to chase away people or animals, or discourage certain 
kinds of behaviour. Why do you think the spikes are there in the gallery? Who do you think 
they target? 


2. Do you think it is justified to put spikes there? Who benefits and who is harmed?


3. Did you avoid the spikes? Why or why not?  

4. What parts of the exhibit were awkward or strange to you, compared to other places you’ve 
encountered? 
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5. We’re used to openings, paths, ramps and platforms to be a certain size, and to work a 
certain way because all spaces have been carefully designed for us.  
 
E.g. Doors are a specific height and width in order to accommodate human beings of an 
average size. But this design also punishes people who do not fit these ‘average’ 
dimensions.  
 
The invisible hand of design is actually at work in all aspects of our lives. Think about your 
classroom in school and draw its layout in the space below: how might classroom design in 
your school be shaping and influencing your behaviour?  
 
Things to think about: 
- Where are the windows in the room? Why might there be windows there? 
- Where are the doors? 
- How are the tables and chairs laid out? How might they promote discipline / order, or how 
might they influence your behaviour?
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ANNEX B: SELF-GUIDED WORKSHEET  
ACTIVITY 2 – Us and the City: The works of Kuang-Yu 
Tsui 

I. Eighteen Copper Guardians in Shao-Lin Temple and Penetration  

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Spend some time looking at the three TV screens in the gallery. 
2. The work is by a Taiwanese artist, Kuang-Yu Tsui. It is titled: Eighteen Copper 

Guardians in Shao-Lin Temple and Penetration and comes in three iterations: The 
Perceptive, The Penetrative, The Spontaneous. 

3. Learn more about the myth of the 18 Copper Guardians from the box below: 
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 CONTEXT: 18 Copper Guardians in Shao-Lin Temple 
The 18 copper guardians are the mythical defenders of the famed Shao-Lin Temple. There 
are many variants of the folklore associated with the copper guardians. They have been said 
to be the most highly-skilled monks of the monastery; some versions have them as 
demigods – mortals who have, through training, become a higher being; yet other versions 
describe them as robots(!) Their role also varies according to different legends; they have 
been variously characterised as being charged with the defence of the monastery, or being 
the final trial that monks-in-training must face when they graduate from the monastery. But 
ultimately, the guardians are strongly associated with the fantasy and heroism.
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Questions to consider 

1. How do you feel about the videos?


a. Are they more like a comedy or a tragedy? (Mark a spot on the scale that you think best 
sums up your feelings.)


   Tragedy !                                         Neutral "                                                Comedy # 


	 


Why do you think so?


b. Do you think the artist’s behaviour is heroic and/or foolish?


i) He’s a hero!

ii) He’s so dumb!

iii) Both heroic and foolish $ 


Why do you think so?


c. If this behaviour was part of a training to be a copper guardian, would you say it is a 
success or a failure?





Failure %                                            Neutral "                                                Success ✌ 


Why do you think so?
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2. How do you think the actions that the artist is taking relates to our everyday lives?


a. Task 1: Perceiving things that you cannot see. 

i) What is the unseen or the unknown in our daily lives?


ii) What are we made to guess or predict despite having very little information?


b. Task 2: Penetrating solid objects. 

i) What are the solid objects in our lives that we are trying to run through? 


ii) What keeps us trying again and again?


c. Task 3: Spontaneously reacting to situations. 

i) In what situations in our lives are we asked to make things up on the spot?


ii) Do you think that the artist’s “skill” (i.e. channeling vomit) is a heroic skill?
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3. Now that you’ve thought about how the work might reflect your own life, do you find the 
artist’s work more hopeful or more despairing?





Despair ☹                                          Neutral "                                                Hopeful ( 

(He never succeeds/                                                                                    (He keeps persevering!)              

will never succeed.)
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II. The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: Superficial Life 

This work by Kuang-Yu Tsui is located in the yellow corridor, accessible through the 
narrow opening next to Chen Sai Hua Kuan’s work. 

Questions to consider: 

1. What is the relationship between the outfits that the artist changes into and the 
surroundings/environment that he is in?


2. Does wearing a taxi driver’s uniform make you a taxi driver? Does wearing a cycling outfit 
make you a cyclist? Do you think our identity can be summarised by our dressing?


3. What are some of the uniforms that exist in Singapore? (They may not be a “uniform” in the 
sense of a school uniform, but a style of dressing that is related to the work/identity of a 
person, e.g. a hipster uniform etc.)


4. Do you wear a uniform outside of school? How does your uniform help you blend in to your 
surroundings (e.g. places where you hang out, the people you hang out with etc.)
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