Gallery Education Guide

July 7 – October 1, 2017

Kindred Spirits:
Bernard Fineberg &
Mili Dunn Weiss
7.7 – 10.21.17
Free Opening Reception:
Second Friday, July 14, 6 - 8 pm
The Noyes Museum is proud to present the work of
two local artists, both of whom spent their lives and
careers enriching the art scene of southern New
Jersey. The two artists shared common goals and the
desire to nurture the arts in their community. Both
were born and educated in Philadelphia, and later
moved to the Jersey Shore. Mili Dunn Weiss and
Bernard Fineberg exemplify the spirit of art and
culture in our region.
Bernard Fineberg’s legacy lives on not only through
Bernard Fineberg
his work, but through the incalculable influence he
had on his students. Born in 1930, he met his wife
Irene in 1957, and they wed a year later. She would quickly become his most ardent supporter as he
developed a fruitful career in the arts, following his graduation from the Philadelphia College of Art in 1952.
Fineberg first taught at the Texas Avenue School in Atlantic City, then became an adjunct professor at
Glassboro College, and also taught at Atlantic County Community College. His teaching style was carefully
curated to best serve his students, acting as a practitioner and guide rather than a lecturer, allowing each
class to develop organically. He excelled at fostering a culture of curiosity among his pupils, often
experimenting with various media and methodology in the classroom.
Fineberg’s expertise was wide-ranging, teaching art history, drawing, painting, collage, papier-mâché, as
well as textile design (which he taught alongside his wife Irene). Both an artist and an intellectual, his
approach to art-making tended to be organized conceptually. As he traveled, he carried a sketchbook with
him wherever he went, most often working en plein-air (outdoors) to create his signature watercolor
landscapes. Throughout his artistic career, Fineberg exhibited in the southern New Jersey area, and his
work is now a part of the collection of Atlantic County Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

The enthusiasm for the arts that
Fineberg brought to our area was
matched by that of Mili Dunn Weiss.
Also a Philadelphia native, she
attended the Tyler School of Art and
Boston University prior to postgraduate work at the Boston Museum
School. Her lifelong success in the arts
was foreshadowed at this point by
various accolades, including the
Dean’s Award for Painting from Tyler,
as well as being honored as a
Tyler Fellow.
Like Fineberg, Dunn Weiss was an
educator at heart. She taught painting
and related media for over thirty-five
years, and lectured widely on
children’s art. She is best known for
Mili Dunn Weiss
her course Looking at Art, which used
works in museums and collections across the Philadelphia area for interactive study. She was a founding
member of the Cheltenham Printmakers Guild and was an Education Chairman of the Cheltenham Center
for the Arts, practicing there in the early 1980s. Cheltenham Township honored her as a leader in art
education in 1985.
My work always begins with an intense visual experience. Nature, with its infinite variety of colors, forms,
patterns, and rhythms, is often the original stimulus. Then begins a long process, which evolves into a
picture idea. I strive to achieve a sense of internal order, and yet, within that order, tension is an important
factor. — Mili Dunn Weiss
Dunn Weiss’ dedication to the arts carried her and her work to museums and galleries worldwide. She
exhibited in England, France, and China as well as many U.S. museums, including the Philadelphia Museum
of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts of Boston, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art, the Butler Institute of
Fine Art, and the National Academy of Design. Dunn Weiss’ work is in the permanent collection of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Harvard University; the Sichuan Institute of Fine Art, China; the National
Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia; and Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.
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