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C U LT U R E

HOW MUCH DO I NEED TO
EXPLAIN MY STORY'S CULTURE?
How you choose to present the culture in your story depends on
what you want to achieve. In other words, WHY is it important for
the story to take place in a particular type of community? Is it
because you want people who already live in that community to read
your book and have a story that's familiar and written especially for
them? Or is it because you want a more general audience to see and
be able to relate to what it's like to live in that community? If it's the
latter, then your book coach can oﬀer you the perspective of
someone who might not understand things that are extremely
obvious and familiar to you. What might seem like too much detail
and explanation could be just enough!
That doesn't mean the story needs to be ABOUT the culture, though.
You can still keep it subtle.
Say you are writing a story that takes place in a Modern Orthodox
Jewish culture. The explanations and hints you provide can come
across as casual, showing us how the protagonist views her own
culture. More than anything else, your readers want to know what it's
like to be the protagonist. For example, how might she respond to a
non-Jewish friend who visits her house and is clueless about where to
ﬁnd things in her kitchen? Maybe she would laugh and think about
how strange it is that anyone would be confused about something so
ordinary and natural as keeping Kosher. In just a few lines and no
fanfare, your character could tell her friend where to go and what to
do, and in that way, you'd also be showing your readers.
Of course, you don't have to make the culture the main focus of the
story.
For example, if you are telling a story that takes place in a culture that
you're pretty sure won't be familiar to your readers—or your book
coach—you can weave in brief explanations (sometimes a short
phrase is all that's needed) to clarify words, events, and situations that
wouldn't be familiar to an average reader who has never lived in that
culture. This approach works well because sharing that "insider"
knowledge brings in readers who wouldn't "get it" otherwise.
For a reader who doesn't know what the writer knows, those hints and
explanations are essential.
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DID YOU FIND THIS
DOCUMENT HELPFUL?
PRO-TIP:
Do you
know you
need help,
but aren’t
sure what
exactly you
need?
Visit our
website to
start your
research.

We invite you to check out what we have to oﬀer at Author Accelerator:
BLUEPRINT FOR A BOOK
An intense weekend of live video, Q&As and building the foundation
to your novel. Personalized feedback on all your assignments from a
book coach within a week.

LEARN MORE >>
S T O RY G E N I U S WO R K S H O P
A 10-week program based on Lisa Cron’s Story Genius method.
Personalized feedback on all your assignments from a book coach.

LEARN MORE >>
M A N U S C R I P T AC C E L E R AT O R
A 6-month no-excuses for starting and ﬁnishing a rough draft — and
ﬁnishing strong. Working with a coach is the best way to make your
dream of writing a book a reality.

LEARN MORE >>
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