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A quarry
of creativity

N Dorset

Two hunared years ago, millions of tons of marble were
quarried at the old Manley-Lefevre property on Dorset West Road,
and now, the quarry and mansion have been turned into an absolute
goldmine of creativity and inspiration. The artist-in-residence
program known as the Marble House Project is in full swing this
summer and good things are happening every week. Beginning

its third season this year with 60 gifted artists, photographers,
sculptors, dancers, musicians, composers, writers, poets, and others,
the artists live and work there in three-week rotations, eight at

a time.
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be a lecture, a reading,

an artist reflecting on

his or her life and work,
a musical recital, or a

dance performance.
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MARBLE HOUSE

Al Ducci’s Italian Pantry
A Gourmet Eatery & Specialty Food Store

AP _ | New Soup & Salad Bar
| he minute | wa | |<E-jf__'} Eat in our Cafe or Take Out

ART S E ED into this mMmansion | Summer Hours:

Sun 10-4 Mon-Sat 8-6
House Made Sausages
May 31-Sept. 6 knew
Marble House Project, Dorset

r

Meatballs, and Pasta Sauces
Fresh Mozzarella
Imported & Local Cheeses and Meats
Imaginative Fresh Salads and Soups
Prepared Dinners, Catering and More:

that this was
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Resident artists fromm Marble

House Project share and perform o) =iZE

their work every Tuesday,
including musicians, dancers,
writers and artists.

May 31 Performance by
choreographer and dance
tilmmaker Rosie Trump

June 7 Poetry reading by Gary
J. Whitehead and Peter Kline
June 14 Performance and talk
by composer Andrea Clearfield
June 21 Reading by journalist
Judith Torrea and author

Janee J. Baugher

June 28 Dance performance by
Joanna Kotz

July 5 Performance and talk by
New England-based composer
Matthew Kennedy

July 12 Musical Performance by
Rebecca Ringle

July 19 Readings by

Laura McCullough and

Michael Broek

July 26 Readings by authors
Karen Weiser and Amy Parker
Aug. 2 Reading by Erin Morgan
Gilbert with open studios of
visual artists in residence

Aug. 9 Performance by Wendy
Rein and Ryan Smith, founders of
RAWdance

Aug. 16 Performance and

talk by composer and musician
Zach Sheets

Aug. 23 Readings by authors
Cris Beam and Fatima Mirza
Aug. 30 Performance by

Coco Karol

Sept. 6 Performance and talk by
David Clay Mettnes
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FINDING THE
RIGHT PLACE

It all started in 2012 when Danielle
Epstein and Dina Shapiro, artists from
New York City, paid over $1.4 million
for the property, and then began an 18-
month indoor and outdoor restoration
that cost another $400,000. For many
years, Epstein had been exploring vari-
ous ways and means to create an arts
advocacy program, and all it took was
the right building in the right place to
come along. Luckily for historic Dorset,
this was it!

Epstein had undertaken large-scale
preservation projects before and says, “I
knew what I was getting into. The min-
ute I walked into this mansion, | knew
that this was the property | had been
looking for
dence, listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, needed just what
Epstein had to offer — a gentle restora-
tion that preserved every molecule of

its historic character and a new purpose

2¢ an artists’ retreat and as a cultural
venue for the town.
ART-Seed is a free Tuesday-evening

program offered weekly to the public by
the artists-in-residence at Marble House

Project. The gathering, which takes
place in a restored barn behind the
mansion, is the resident-artists’ way of

giving something good back to the com-

munity. An ART-Seed event might be
a lecture, a reading, an artist reflecting
on his or her life and work, a musical
recital, or a dance performance. Every

week there's something different, some-

thing interesting.

The best thing about Tuesday eve-
nings though is being able to enjoy a
stroll around the grounds and through
the formal gardens, as well as taking a

close up look at the exterior of the man-

sion. (The mansion and studios are for

" Likewise, the 22-room resi-

Selection of Fine Italian Wines

133 Elm Street - Manchester Center
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We're more than ¥,
|ust a hardware store...

Did you know we have-

» Pet Food & Supplies

» Small Appliances

» Automotive

» Window & Screen Repair

PLUS OUR REGULAR -
» Paint » Plumbing * Tools
» Lawn & Garden ¢ Electrical

Call or stop today
Mountain Marketplace
824-3926

e Design Installation & Maintenance
e Lawn & Landscape

* Stone Work

e Caretaking & 24/7 Alarm Response
* Snow Plowing & Sanding

802-645-0803

www.vermontlandscapingcompany.com

FOOD « WINE

DELI

winhallmarket.com

46 Route 30
Bondville, VT
802-297-1933

Gourmet Deli » Catering
Fresh-Cut Meats » Fresh Produce
Organics » Specialty Foods
Largest Selection of Gluten Free
Products in the Area » Wine & Beer
Vermont Artisanal Cheeses & Breads
Gifts & Vermont Products

e Open 7 Days »

€) winhallmarket.com
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ROBERT (GRANT

PAINTWORKS

802-362-8106
1-877-962-8106
rgpaintworks.com

MARBLE WEST
INN

It's one of the pretty old Gothic-
revival style houses along the
historic Dorset West Road, ang
guests of the Marble West Inn are
treated to an eclectic mix of rural
Vermont and sophisticated taste.
Built about 1840, the Inn was just
renovated in 2014 by new owners
Danielle Epstein and Dina Shapiro
of New York, who are also the pair
behind the restoration of the big
marble mansion just up the road,
home to Marble House Project.

One guest told us, “It's
comfortable, and it's metro hip

in a way. Lots of white, and art
photography on some of the walls.
There may even be something a
little zen going on there. Take the
“Birch” for example: on the inside,
a white bedroom with crisp white
duvets and perfectly polished birch
furniture; on the outside, a view

of white paper birch trees. Makes
perfect sense. There are eight
bedrooms with private baths, large
parlors, a library, and in the dining
room, seats for 16 people. Some
evenings the innkeeper hosts wine
and cheese tastings, events open
1o E‘JEF}-’DF‘IE.

P

There is a three-bedroom carriage
house apartment, too for longer
stays. Just a word, if you spy the
chef who's supposed to be making
your breakfast outside the window
at dawn, she's probably headed to
the garden to gather fresh herbs
and vegetables to flavor your
omelet. You can wander out there
to assist, or just sit in a rocker on
the porch with a cup of coffee and
enjoy the view of the mountains off
to the east.

Check availability online or make
reservations by email:
innkeeper@marblewestinn.com
1847 Darset West Road, Dorset, VT
(802) 867-0400

marblewestinn.com



BUILDING
WILD MARBLE

Did you catch this on Nat Geo
channel? On a high ledge above the
old quarry, National Geographic's
“Building Wild" crew filmed the
construction of a rustic cabin as one
of their episodes. The artists use it as

a quiet retreat. Sometimes, after dark,

everyone hangs out by the fire pit up
there. By stacking the many long-
abandoned marble blocks left behind
on the site when the quarry ceased
operations in the 1870s, the crew
also built their version of an ancient
Roman amphitheater on the hillside.
It's all on YouTube as

“Marble Getaway.”

the exclusive use of the residents, and
are only open for visitors on special tour
days.) It's been quite exciting to watch
the ongoing revitalization of the formal
gardens, which is what makes the prop-
erty such a roadside attraction all sum-
mer long. The elaborate Italianate plan
was done in 1914 by an eminent land-
scape architect named Charles Downing
Lay. “We have the original blueprints,”
says Epstein, “so we are recreating the
plantings according to Lay's vision.”
Whenever fundraising galas for
Marble House Project take place in
the garden, it is a particular delight
for guests to slowly sashay up the
long marble staircase to the spot
on the hillside where the cascading
fountain bubbles up and begins its long
downward splash, running sometimes
above ground and sometimes below.
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MICHAEL TGHES

designer « since 1977 » builder

Box 230 = Peru, VT
802-824-6056
www.michaelhughesbuilder.com

IQ Finns s
™ Stone

INSURANCE e

e )

AUTO o HOME o BUSINESS o LIFE ® HEALTH
e LONG TERM CARE

802-362-5000 www.finnandstone.com

Homes ¢ Barns
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Cabinetry
Renovations

802-379-0028 * www.EquinoxConstruction.com
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MARBLE HOUSE

since 1948 \
MCcWAYNE
JEWEI I RS Now fully restored, the fountain is again

magnificent. Water spills into canals,
FINE JEWELRY spurts from lion-head spigots, overflows
Manchester’s Oldest Jewelry Store from basins, and finally at the bottom,
TIMOTHY P. POWDEN, it fills shallow marble pools that capture

Graduate Gemologist = Sevienth Generation Jeweler

ALDEN
PAINTING

36 YEARS EXPERIENCE » COMPETITIVE PRICES
UNEQUALLED QUALITY = HIGH-END RESIDENTIAL
GCOMMERCIAL = PROMPT = PROFESSIONAL
INTERIOR = EXTERIOR « POWER WASHING
FREE ESTIMATES « INSURED

' the reflection of the north facade. It

all shimmers, tossing flecks of light
onto the edifice, the garden walls, the
walkways, and the teahouse, all made of

marble,
On the interior, Epstein did
remarkable rehab work. For example, on

| the ground floor, a space that once was
a 26' by 40' indoor swimming pool has
been repurposed into a bright studio with
a sprung dance floor. It's still lined on all
four sides with the most beautiful marble

Antique platinum and gold brooch. 6.00ct. heart shaped Vermont h;l&: to ”ﬁ_{‘r'

black opal with 1.00ct. TW in diamonds

2 57.950 Incrediblel
LOURELOER LAINTING EDHTHAGTUH Xz I ﬁl’g’dllizill’iﬁll rin E_}‘- d I1HHPH}T‘IE

, = , _ foundation with a current annual
== = We Buy & Sell Estate & Antique Jewelry : Lo
operating budget of over $300,000. “The

Comer of Man & Bonnet Streats (next o Northshire Booksione)

Marble House Project is a nonprofit

Manchester Center,VT artists who come here do not pay for
ALDENPAINTING@AOL.COM (802) 362-1257 or 1-800-305-8328 'I Hie tesiden I dp._
Monday-Friday 9:30-5:30 Sewelers of Americe e residency program, or lodging, or
WWW.JOHNALDENPAINTING.COM O e 4n B i s e
MANCHESTER CENTER /" meals,” says Epstein. “The community
support we are getting to fund this and

our public events is growing because
: people around us are responding so
ACHIEVE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE enthusiastically to both the preservation
Your LOCAL ' work we have done but more
fo; :_! _ Choice For Solar In importantly to our cultural events.”
'--._59'-'”"3"" Vermont! Dorset, a town long known for
iy having abundant pride of place, and
a wildly popular theater as one of its

GRASSRQOTS main attractions, has another place to

be proud of, thanks to Marble House
Project. You cannot help but notice at
once that the 38-acre property, including

the long-abandoned quarry on the
hillside has a distinct theatrical feel

to it, like a stage set for some English
country drama, something Conan Doyle,
or perhaps, Jane Austen. It's easy to

imagine how the artists-in-residence
HAH D PACK ﬁmlggr:u:?ns;ir;ic::tnq:hew. W: Know
PREMIUM FURNITURE gEsE
MOVEHS DETAILS!

CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE marblehouseproject.org has all the
WHITE GLOVE DESIGNER SERVICES scoop about open house dates, house

and garden tours, ART-Seed. open
SHIPPING AND TRUCKING studios, the workshops, applications

for 2017 artists’ residencies and facility
e — rentals. Your best bet: Sign up for their

(802) 362 2905 free e-news SO you won'’t miss a thing.

EAST DORSET, VERMONT - WWW.HARDPACKVT.COM 1161 Dorset West Road, Dorset VT
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SPECIAL MARBLE HOUSE EVENTS

June 16

Culinary Workshop

Spring salads and dressing ideas
with seasonal vegetables, 4:30-7pm

June 20

Reading by Vermont Poet
Laureate Sydney Lea

Reading and Q&A from his newest
book of poetry, “No Doubt the
Nameless,” 6pm

June 30

Culinary Workshop

Unlocking the mystery of Egg
Cookery, including Omelets, Soufflés
and Hollandaise Sauce, 4:30-7pm

June 26
House and Garden tour
Optional buffet lunch. 11am-2pm

July 9

MHP Benefit Bash White Party
Auction, entertainment and delicious
local cuisine, 5:30pm

July 14

Fishing in the Garden

Pair seasonal vegetables from the
garden with wild salmon, 4:30-7pm

July 28

Bites and Flights

Enjoy an evening of wine tasting
and tapas with wines and foods from
around the world, 4:30-/pm

Aug. 4

Pasta Making

Learn to make ravioli and gluten free
chestnut pasta, 4:30-7pm

Aug. 13
Farm to Table Dinner
5:30pm

Aug. 18

Improvisational Cooking
Explore the garden and then
step into the kitchen to prepare a
sumptuous meal, 4:30-7pm

Sept. 8
An Evening in Bangkok

Summer Rolls, Pad Thai and
Steamed Shrimp Dumplings,
4:30-7pm

ALWAYSHOME

SPECIALIZING IN:

* Association Management
* Home Inspections

* Pool & Spa Maintenance
Home Energy Audits
Home Maintenance

b 24/7 Alarm Response

ELIDTID MIMETE

844-362-2476
info@alwayshome.me
www.alwayshome.me

SERVING SOUTHERN VERMONT

WATER -
PROBLEMS?
“INEED
SERVICE -

| FAST?

Fodp

~ BFROST!

Water treatment & conditioning

Well & pump installation and service
Geothermal heating/cooling systems
Free water analysis

( 8; our Water Experts for 48 Years!

802-362-1477

www.frostwellsandpumps.com
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