
 

Militarism 101 
An online course by Benjamin Schrader, PhD 

 
This 10-week course will examine the concept of militarism, what it is, how our society is militarized, and 
how we can work to demilitarize our society, our communities, and ourselves. It will utilize many International 
Relations lenses including: security studies, critical military studies, feminism, classical theory, aesthetics, and 
decolonial theory. These sets of lenses work to break down what militarism is, how it effects our everyday 
lives, and works to create tactics for the attempt to demilitarize. When we begin to understand militarism, we 
see that it is all around us, from the clothing we wear to the rooms we sit in. The course aims to examine these 
processes and give participants the tools to see, analyze, and problematize everyday militarism. 
 
The course will be led by Benjamin Schrader, PhD. An Iraq war veteran-turned peace and social justice 
activist-turned academic. After exiting the military in 2005 he got involved in a variety of peace activist groups 
and returned to school to better understand his experiences in war. He has BA’s in Sociology & Political 
Science and an MA in Ethnic Studies from Colorado State University, as well as a PhD in Political Science 
from the University of Hawaii. He has taught all over the world, and has a new book out titled Fight to Live, 
Live to Fight: Veteran Activism after War. 

 
The course is donation based, with a suggested donation of $20 per weekly session. However, no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. There will be two sections of the course to choose from, Either, 11 AM 
Saturdays (MST), or 6 PM Mondays (MST), beginning on August 15th. Classes will be capped at 12 
participants each, so please only register if you are planning on staying in the course for the duration. If you 
are interested in registering, or have questions, please email me at Benjamin.tg.schrader@gmail.com  
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