ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
Known as Persia until 1935, Iran became an Islamic republic in 1979 after the ruling monarchy was
overthrown and Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was forced into exile. Conservative clerical forces led
by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini established a theocratic system of government with ultimate political
authority vested in a learned religious scholar referred to commonly as the Supreme Leader who,
according to the constitution, is accountable only to the Assembly of Experts - a popularly elected 86member body of clerics. US-Iranian relations became strained when a group of Iranian students seized
the US Embassy in Tehran in November 1979 and held embassy personnel hostages until mid-January
1981. The US cut off diplomatic relations with Iran in April 1980. During the period 1980-88, Iran fought
a bloody, indecisive war with Iraq that eventually expanded into the Persian Gulf and led to clashes
between US Navy and Iranian military forces. Iran has been designated a state sponsor of terrorism for
its activities in Lebanon and elsewhere in the world and remains subject to US, UN, and EU economic
sanctions and export controls because of its continued involvement in terrorism and concerns over
possible military dimensions of its nuclear program. Following the election of reformer Hojjat ol-Eslam
Mohammad Khatami as president in 1997 and a reformist Majles (legislature) in 2000, a campaign to
foster political reform in response to popular dissatisfaction was initiated. The movement floundered
as conservative politicians, supported by the Supreme Leader, unelected institutions of authority like
the Council of Guardians, and the security services reversed and blocked reform measures while
increasing security repression.
Starting with nationwide municipal elections in 2003 and continuing through Majles elections in 2004,
conservatives reestablished control over Iran's elected government institutions, which culminated with
the August 2005 inauguration of hardliner Mahmud Ahmadinejad as president. His controversial
reelection in June 2009 sparked nationwide protests over allegations of electoral fraud. These protests
were quickly suppressed, and the political opposition that arose as a consequence of Ahmadinejad's
election was repressed. Deteriorating economic conditions due primarily to government
mismanagement and international sanctions prompted at least two major economically based protests
in July and October 2012, but Iran's internal security situation remained stable. President
Ahmadinejad's independent streak angered regime establishment figures, including the Supreme
Leader, leading to conservative opposition to his agenda for the last year of his presidency, and an
alienation of his political supporters. In June 2013 Iranians elected a moderate conservative cleric, Dr.
Hasan Fereidun Ruhani to the presidency. He is a longtime senior member in the regime, but has made
promises of reforming society and Iran's foreign policy. The UN Security Council has passed a number of
resolutions calling for Iran to suspend its uranium enrichment and reprocessing activities and comply
with its IAEA obligations and responsibilities, and in July 2015 Iran and the five permanent members,
plus Germany (P5+1) signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) under which Iran agreed
to restrictions on its nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief.
(From CIA Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html )

Physical Geography
Region: Middle East (Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region)
Size in Squared Kilometers: 1,648,195 sq km
Bordering Countries: Bordering the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, and the Caspian Sea, between Iraq
and Pakistan
Physical Features: rugged, mountainous rim; high, central basin with deserts, mountains; small,
discontinuous plains along both coasts

Climate: mostly arid or semiarid, subtropical along Caspian coast

Cultural Geography
Population: 81,824,270 (July 2015 est.)
Ethnic Groups: Persian, Azeri, Kurd, Lur, Baloch, Arab, Turkmen and Turkic tribes
Official language: Persian (official)
Other Languages Spoken: Azeri Turkic and Turkic dialects, Kurdish, Gilaki and Mazandarani, Luri,
Balochi, Arabic
Capital:Tehran, 8.154 Million (2011)
Other Major cities: Mashhad, 2.766 Million (2011), Isfahan, 1.756 Million (2011)
Average Quality of Life: Below Average

Political Geography
Founded: 1 April 1979 (Islamic Republic of Iran proclaimed); notes: 550 B.C. Persian Empire established
Type of Government: Theocratic republic
Country’s Leaders:
President: Hassan Rouhani
Supreme Leader: Ali Khamenei
Active Military Personnel: 523,000 Active Personnel

Economic Geography
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)? $1.371 trillion (2015 est.)
Natural resources? petroleum, natural gas, coal, chromium, copper, iron ore, lead, manganese, zinc,
sulfur
Currency? Iranian rial
Major Exports and Imports:
Exports: petroleum 80%, chemical and petrochemical products, fruits and nuts, carpets, cement, ore
Imports: industrial supplies, capital goods, foodstuffs and other consumer goods, technical services
Biggest Trading Partners:
Exports: China 22.2%, India 9.9%, Turkey 8.4%, Japan 4.5% (2015)
Imports: UAE 39.6%, China 22.4%, South Korea 4.7%, Turkey 4.6% (2015)

