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Brighton Schools Launch Zero Waste Initiative
Brighton Central School District is looking to become the first district in the county to go toward
becoming zero waste. The Board of Education approved the first reading of its Zero Waste
Policy at its April 25 meeting.
Zero waste is a philosophy that encourages the redesign of resource life cycles so that all
products are reused. No waste is sent to landfills or incinerators. The process is similar to the
way that resources are reused in nature.
In an effort to reduce waste, energy, and greenhouse gases, the District’s initial goal is for 80
percent landfill diversion, meaning 80 percent of materials would be recycled or composted.
Brighton is aiming to become a certified Zero Waste facility (90 percent landfill diversion) in the
next few years.
“We are extremely excited to launch our zero waste initiative,” Brighton Superintendent Dr.
Kevin McGowan said. “Being environmentally responsible is incredibly important to the
Brighton community and the District is looking forward to doing its part and setting an example
for students.”
In order to launch its zero waste initiative, the District is working with Impact Earth, a zero
waste solutions provider co-founded by Brighton parents Robert Putney and Elizabeth Carey.
They have provided individuals, businesses, and event planners with personalized training on
sustainable practices since 2014. Impact Earth has worked with area food trucks, carnivals and
festivals, and restaurants.

“As Brighton residents and parents of four kids in the District, Robert and I are extremely
excited to be working with Brighton Schools and helping with their zero waste initiative,” Carey
said. “We have been overwhelmed by the support from administration, staff and students, and
community members, and the excitement they all have for Brighton to become a zero waste
district. We are honored to be a part of the solution!”
Impact Earth will be conducting waste assessments around the District. These will show how
much of Brighton’s waste currently goes into the landfill, how much is recycled, and how much
food waste there is.
“The impact could be huge!” Carey said. “Brighton has decided to become a leader in materials
management and waste diversion from the landfill. Brighton is already a Climate Smart
Community and now the school district is putting into place a policy that other communities
will look to and follow.”

