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Thanks to everyone who participated in the
Yard Sale and Junk Army. Both were a great
success. We had so much junk, they couldn’t
take it all in one day! They took everything
from yard waste to broken chairs to
cumbersome TVs to a cast iron bathtub!

After parading through the neighborhood, the kids of Stoneleigh had a great time at
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt, finding countless eggs and playing relay games.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
In the next few months, we will begin two very
large projects within the community:
• Sidewalk Renovation Work
• Asphalt, Sealcoating, and Restriping of the
roads and parking spaces

hopefully be at the Lutheran Church across the
street and the office building adjacent to the
church.

We are in the process of selecting a contractor for
this work. As soon as we finalize the details, we
will send out additional notices so you know
Sidewalk Renovation Work
Each year we identify sidewalks within the where to park and when the work will be
neighborhood that are in need of repair and have performed.
them repaired. We follow two simple guidelines
when identifying areas to repair: 1) Has the I know this will be a slight inconvenience for all of
sidewalk reached the end of life and/or 2) Does us, but the work is necessary for us to keep our
the sidewalk represent a trip hazard. While we roadways from deteriorating and our property will
would love to be able to replace all of the look fantastic when the job is completed!
sidewalks at one time, this is not economically
feasible; therefore we take the approach of New Policy Resolutions
The board will be voting on two policy resolutions
replacing areas that are in need of repair.
at our next board meeting. The first covers the
In addition to replacing sidewalks, we will also be right of a homeowner to tow a vehicle from their
replacing a large section of curb and gutter in assigned parking space and the other provides
front of 1532 Westmoreland Street. The curb and architectural guidelines for backyard awnings.
gutter in this area has sunk over time and the
water no longer flows to the storm drains. We will There has been a lot of back and forth on the
also be installing handicapped access ramps at issue of towing a car from your assigned parking
spot this year, and in the end, we felt it best to
the sidewalks near Candlewick court.
engage the association’s attorneys to assist us in
As we have over the past few years, we continue drafting a policy resolution that explicitly outlines
to work with Brothers Paving & Concrete to do the homeowners’ rights with regards to towing a
work, as they have done excellent work at a very vehicle from their assigned parking space.
reasonable price. We are still waiting on the dates
for the work to be scheduled and will send out Coming home to find an unknown vehicle in your
assigned parking space is always frustrating – it
notices when we have more information.
has happened to me, and it has probably
happened to most of you as well. Towing
Asphalt, Sealcoating, and Restriping
Our second big project this year will be repairing someone’s car from your assigned space should
several failed sections of asphalt, sealcoating all never be a rash decision. It will likely result in
our roadways, restriping the parking lots, and animosity between you and your neighbors, so,
repainting the yellow fire lanes as required by the although we will be adopting a policy that gives
Fairfax County Fire Marshall. This work will be you the right to tow a vehicle from your parking
performed this summer after the sidewalk spot, let’s all try and adopt a good neighbor policy
renovations are complete. We anticipate the work and try some of these things first:
will be done in two phases, each taking about two
1) Check with your neighbors and see if
days to complete. While the work is being done,
anyone knows whose car it might be – it
cars will not be able to drive or park on the areas
could just be someone visiting your
where work is being done. We are currently
neighbor, who ignored (or likely didn’t
working on securing alternative parking, which will
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notice) the fact that where they parked was
an assigned space.

you requested the vehicle be towed. The
towing service will also alert the Fairfax
County Police that they are towing the
vehicle, so that later on when the owner
reports the vehicle stolen, the Police can
tell them which towing service impounded
the vehicle and how to reach them.

2) If you cannot locate a neighbor familiar
with the car, you can leave a note on the
car letting the offender know you will have
their car towed if it’s still in your spot the
next day, or if they continue to repeatedly
park in your space.

This policy does not pertain to guest parking
spaces. Guest parking spaces are for the
open use of all residents and guests.

3) As a last resort, you can call a towing
company and ask them to remove the
vehicle immediately. If you choose this
option, we highly recommend you use the
towing contractor our association uses
(Al’s Towing:
703-790-1156).
Their
company name and phone number appear
on our signage at the entrances to the
community. Homeowners are in no way
obligated to use the association’s towing
company, however, if you don’t use the
association’s towing company, then under
the state law, you are obligated to report
the towing to the police including the
location of the impound lot. You will not be
charged for the towing service -- the owner
of the vehicle bears all costs. The towing
service will confirm the vehicle is in your
assigned parking space and ask you for
proof that you are the owner of the parking
space. You may or may not be asked to
sign a receipt by the tow driver. The
receipt is simply an acknowledgment that
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The second policy will allow homeowners to
install a wall-mounted retractable awning over
their back patio. There was quite a bit of
debate over allowing awnings, but in the end,
it was decided to allow them, however only
under a very strict set of rules. The strict set of
rules will include the type of material, color
options, dimensions, type, and how it is
installed. As with any architectural change to a
home, you will still be required to prepare and
submit a Stoneleigh Architectural Action
Approval Form, which must be approved by
both the Board and your neighbors before you
have any work performed.
As soon as these policies are adopted, we will
circulate copies to all homeowners.
Have a great summer!
 Mitch
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PROTECT YOUR HOME WHILE ON VACATION
The summer months – when most families
vacation – are the months with the highest
number of burglaries. Your home and property is
most vulnerable to theft and vandalism during
extended periods of absence. In an effort to
prevent an exciting vacation coming to a sad end,
we have provided a list of tips for safeguarding
your home before you leave and while you are
gone.

Tips to safeguard your home while you are
away
• Lock all of your doors and windows before you
leave. Also, remove any keys you’ve hidden
outside – burglars know where to look for
hidden keys.
•

Turn off your main water shutoff valve if you
will be gone for an extended period of time.

•
Remember for emergencies: call 911. For nonemergencies, call 703-691-2131. The nonemergency number should be used to report
crimes which have already occurred and when
the suspect is no longer in the area, or to advise •
police of suspicious activity.

If you have a second car, park it in your
assigned parking spot or ask a neighbor to
occasionally park in your spot while you are
gone.

What is suspicious activity?
•

Someone tries to open a neighbor's door.

•

Anyone peering into vehicles while walking •
down the street or someone removing license
plates, gasoline or parts from a car.
•
Someone attempting to enter a car using a
coat hanger or other device.

•
•

Someone peering into home windows.

•

Persons loitering around the neighborhood.

•

Remember, burglaries often occur at times
when they should be most obvious, such as in
•
broad daylight.

•

•

•

Business transaction conducted from a vehicle
and often involving juveniles; a steady flow of
strangers to and from a particular house on a •
regular basis at unusual times or late hours.
Offers of goods or repair work at unusually low
prices could indicate stolen property or some •
kind of fraud. Note: there is no solicitation in
Stoneleigh. If people are coming around to •
your door, call the non-emergency number to
report them. They could be casing the area to
see who is at home.
•
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Don’t broadcast your travel plans on
Facebook, Twitter or other social media
platforms.
Also, post vacation photos to
online sites after you return from your
vacation.
Don’t announce your absence on your phone
voicemail message.
Do let neighbors you are close to know of your
plans. Give a neighbor a spare key and a
telephone number to reach you in the event of
an emergency.
Arrange to have your mail, newspapers and
package delivery either stopped or picked up
daily.
Use automatic timers to turn on a radio, TV
and lights at different intervals that mirror your
regular activities.
Install sensors on your exterior light fixtures
that turn the lights on at night and off in the
morning.
Turn off the ringer on the telephone. An
unanswered telephone is a dead give-away.
Leave your blinds like you normally would if
you were home. Only close them all the way if
that is what you would normally do.
Be sure someone knows your itinerary,
departure
time,
and
return
date.
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SLOW DOWN!!!

LANDSCAPING NOTES

You may have noticed some new bright yellow
neighbors as you drive through Stoneleigh.
These “SLOW GUYS” have an important job
reminding everyone to SLOW DOWN!

It is pruning time again. The Blade Runner
crews have been through the property on the
first of three bush trimming activities. If you
have backyard shrubs that flowered this spring,
they can be safely cut back or heavily pruned
now. Remember, we maintain a “do not prune
list” for residents that want to take care of their
own foundation plants. Just email me and I will
put you on the list.

The Board has received numerous complaints
about
vehicles
speeding
through
the
neighborhood. The speed limit within all parts
of the community, including service roads is 15
MPH.

It is time to plant annuals. Pay attention of
where the sun hits in your patio. Plants such
as impatiens, caladiums, and coleus prefer
shade; begonias, dahlias, Gerber daisies and
petunias prefer sun. The good deals are now
available on annual plants.

Everyone is spending more time outdoors
enjoying the nice weather and we want to be
sure that Stoneleigh’s children and pets stay
safe.
If you have young drivers in your
household, explain to them the importance of
driving slowly in Stoneleigh.

We have a few new landscape projects that will
be installed in the next few weeks. Over the
past year or two we have been pulling up the
boards that hold the mulch off sidewalks. This
summer we will be replacing the boards on the
front of the Dunterry entrance with pavers.
Another project will replace the hedge at the
entrance to Alicent Court.
The walk through for the large trees will take
place early summer. Please let Mitch or me
know if you have noted an issue that should be
addressed.
Blade Runners has suggested we may want to
coordinate a backyard tree pruning and/or
bush and tree removal day.
We could
schedule a Saturday “community pruning day”
when residents are home. Each resident
would make their own arrangements with
Blade Runners. With advanced sign up, they
would offer discounted prices. Please let me
know if you are interested (Pizzano@erols.com
or 703-288-4728).

LIBRARY RE-OPENING
Dolley Madison Public Library will celebrate its
newly renovated building with a Grand ReOpening Celebration on July 9th at 10 a.m. The
library is located at 1244 Oak Ridge Avenue,
across the street from the McLean Community
Center.
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DON’S SAFETY TIPS

•

The following are some practical safety tips for
our regular daily activities, brought to you by
our Neighborhood Watch chief, Don Sumihiro.
•
Protect Your Car’s GPS
• The number one reason that someone
steals a GPS device is because it is in
plain sight.
• Get in the habit of taking the GPS when
leaving the car.
• If there is a dashboard or window mount
for the GPS, consider taking it off as
well.
• Consider using a bean bag or friction
mount as this will allow easy removal
from the vehicle and will not leave any
signs that you have a GPS unit.
Jogging Safety
• Exercise in a familiar area and be aware
of your surroundings.
• Avoid
jogging
or
walking
in
darkness. Find well lit, heavily trafficked
areas to exercise.
• Have some form of ID on your person.
• Whenever possible, find an exercise
partner.
• If jogging alone, tell someone the route
and expected start and finish times.
• Always have a fully charged phone.
• Limit
distractions
–
don’t
use
headphones when jogging, as this will
adversely affect your ability to hear
oncoming
vehicles
or
people
approaching form the blind side.

END JUNK MAIL FOR GOOD
We’ve previously written in this space about
how to stop catalogs from arriving in the mail
by registering them at www.catalogchoice.com.
But did you know that you can stop almost ALL
of your direct mail by opting out with the Direct
Marketing Association directly? The following
information comes straight from the Federal
Trade Commission:
The Direct Marketing Association’s (DMA) Mail
Preference Service lets you opt out of receiving
unsolicited commercial mail from many
national companies for five years. When you
register with this service (for a $1 fee), your
name will be put on a “delete” file and made
available to direct-mail marketers. However,
your registration will not stop mailings from
organizations that do not use the DMA’s Mail
Preference Service. To register with DMA’s
Mail
Preference
Service,
go
to
www.dmachoice.org.

ATM Safety
• Chose an ATM in a well lit location.
• Protect your PIN by shielding the ATM
keypad from anyone who is standing
near you.
• Before approaching an ATM, take a few
minutes to survey the area. Pay special
attention to people loitering around the
ATM or sitting in their cars.
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Never use ATMs that have messages or
signs attached to them indicating that
the screen directions have changed or
that you have to enter your PIN multiple
times.
Check the ATM for odd attachments or
transparent card readers. Thieves are
installing devices that can collect
information from the ATM cards.
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