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Stoneleigh Yard Sale
As you may know, individual yard sales are
prohibited in Stoneleigh. Therefore, we will be
having a communitywide Yard Sale on Saturday, April 9 (to coincide with the increased
Yard Sale traffic in town due to the McLean
Community Center garage sale). To sign up to
participate and receive details, please contact
Heather
Kennedy
at
heather.kennedy@gmail.com. We will advertise the sale on Craigslist and with signs. If
anyone has extra tables we could set up, they
would be very appreciated.
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Junk Army
Following the conclusion of the Yard Sale on
Saturday, April 9, we will once again have the
Junk Army trucks coming through the neighborhood to haul away what may be someone else’s
treasure (or maybe it’s just junk). Look for flyers
closer to the date that will direct you where to
deposit all of those things that once upon a time
you thought you needed.
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LANDSCAPING NOTES
FROM BLADE RUNNERS, OUR LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR
Spring is here! - A great thing for Stoneleigh residents to reference is the information on Blade
Runner’s website:
www.blade-runners.com.
Look through the seasonal hints (lots of great information). Below are a few service-related
items/guidelines for resident gardens.

Lime - If needed, lime your lawn to raise soil pH.
Lawns prefer a pH range of 6.2 - 6.8. If your
tests show a level lower than 6.0, or you have
not limed the lawn in the past two years, you
should lime at the rate of 50 lb. of lime per 1,000
square feet of lawn area.

Mulch - When you are cleaning up your landscape beds this spring, consider the need to
build up the mulch. This can be a real boost to
creating a healthy garden. Old mulch should be
raked back from tree trunks and the base of
shrubbery and spread evenly through the bed.
Any buildup over two inches is too much and
should be removed. New mulch should only be
applied at a two-inch level, and in most cases, if
there is old mulch present, one inch will suffice
as a top dressing.

Pruning - Avoid pruning spring flowering shrubs
and trees such as azaleas, rhododendrons, dogwoods, and lilacs. These plants bloom on the
previous year's wood, so they should be pruned
after they bloom or else you will sacrifice spring
flowers. Pruning should be done within six
weeks after blooming. Prune summer flowering
shrubs and trees such as spirea, butterfly bush,
and crape myrtle in the early spring before the
new growth begins to emerge. Bigleaf, Oakleaf,
and Climbing Hydrangeas are an exception to
this rule. They are late spring or summer flowering, but they bloom from the previous years
growth. So they should be pruned only if necessary and after flowering July - August.

Early color - Plant pansies, violas, and primroses for early spring to add color to your landscape.
Grass Seeding - April/May is a great time to get
your lawn into shape by seeding. Early seeding
will help build a healthy stand of turf and should
reduce the amount of weed control needed on
the lawn. Purchase grass seed according to your
yard’s specific condition. There are a variety of
seed blends available from your local garden
center: full sun, shade, and many other seed
mixes that should be suitable for a variety of lawn
needs.
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Evergreen trees and shrubs should be pruned
either in the early spring (for a natural appearance) or late spring after the new growth has
flushed out (for a more formal appearance). This
includes both needled evergreens such as yews,
spruce, and juniper, and broad-leafed evergreens such as boxwood, hollies, and laurels.
boxwood, hollies, and laurels.
 Terrance H. Turner
Branch Manager, Sterling VA
Blade Runners
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COUNTY DETAILS RECYCLING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ELECTRONIC
EQUIPMENT
The Fairfax County government has announced the 2011 schedule for its “Electric
Sunday” recycling opportunities.
County residents can use Electric Sunday
events to recycle televisions, computers, monitors and peripheral electronic devices such as
printers, scanners, speakers, keyboards, mice
and external drives. Residents also can recycle their unbroken fluorescent tubes and light
bulbs at these events as well.

DON’T LET STONELEIGH GO TO THE
DOGS!

VOLUNTEER!
Perhaps you saw it on the news, or heard it on
the radio, or read it in the paper….

Recycling is free, and is operated through a
partnership between the county government
and Covanta Energy.

Recently, a homeowners’ association in Annandale unknowingly elected a dog as its President.
It turns out their President has term limits, but after months of trying, he was unable to find anyone
else willing to run for the office, so he put his dog,
Ms. Beatha Lee, on the ballot. She won, and her
owner serves as her Vice-President.

Events will be held on April 10, May 22, July
24, Aug 28, Oct 23 and Nov 20 at the I-66
Transfer Station, located at 4618 West Ox
Road. Additional events will be held on March
27, June 26 and Sept 25 at the I-95 complex,
located at 9850 Furnace Road.

We are always in need of volunteers. We currently have a need for someone to chair the Architectural Committee. Please contact any member of the Board of Directors if you are interested
in volunteering for this position, or to volunteer to
help with any of our other events throughout the
year.
Your 2011 all-volunteer Board of Directors are:
♦ Mitchell Sacks, President
msacks@verizon.net
♦ Robin Crawford, Vice-President
crawfordr@ruderfinn.com
♦ Laura Coblentz, Treasurer
lacoblentz@gmail.com
♦ Heather Kennedy, Secretary
heather.kennedy@gmail.com
♦ Winnie Pizzano, Landscaping Chair
wpizzano@verizon.net
♦ Don Sumihiro, Neighborhood Watch
saxet3715@hotmail.com
♦ Emily Summers, At-Large Member
esummers@markettorque.com

For additional information, call (703) 324-5230
or see the Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov.
(reprinted from the Sun-Gazette)
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SECURITY UPDATE: INDIVIDUALS
POSING AS UTILITY EMPLOYEES
Thieves have been employing an age-old technique in communities across the U.S.: impersonating utility employees to gain entrance to
homes. Early this year, a suspect entered to an
elderly female's house by posing as an employee of the local Water and Sewer Department.
The suspect claimed that he was checking the
water quality in the neighborhood. The resident
asked for an ID but was distracted by the individual for about 15 minutes.

JOIN STONELEIGH’S GOOGLE
GROUP
Stay informed and communicate directly with
your neighbors. The Stoneleigh Google Group
is a powerful tool to sell or give away items, discuss schools, ask for, or provide, recommendations for quality service providers, start a dialogue in the community, or just get the word out
about something you think might interest your
neighbors. It is a very useful tool if we just use
it. Be sure when you sign up to have new messages emailed to you (you don't want to miss
out if someone is giving away something you
could use!). This is a private group limited only
to Stoneleigh residents, so please do not worry
about spam or security issues.

The victim immediately called City Hall to verify
whether the inspection was legitimate. The local Water and Sewer Department determined
that the suspect was not an employee and
called the police to investigate. Police indicated
that the incident could be related to some daytime breaking and entering activity and the water inspection story was used as a cover when
someone answered the door.

To sign up, visit:
http://groups.google.com/group/stoneleigh-hoa

Here are some safety tips if you are unsure of a
purported utility employee’s identity:
• Never open your door to a suspicious person.
• Never allow an individual to enter your home
or business for any reason without the proper ID.
• If someone comes to your door when you
have NOT requested a specific utility service, ask for a company ID. The individual
should be driving an official utility vehicle.
• To verify the ID of the person, call the utility
company using a number provided on your
monthly bill or through 411 - NOT THE
NUMBER PROVIDED BY THE
INDIVIDUAL.
• Get a description of the person and vehicle,
but do so from a safe distance
• Do not give cash to anyone for work that you
have not requested.
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Recent messages have helped residents identify trusted handymen and seamstresses. Others
have hooked weary parents up with babysitters.
And one message was just to praise this year’s
snow removal! If you’re not part of the group,
how will you know when the next free sewing
machine comes along (like one did on January
28)?
While you’re online, why not recommend your
favorite McLean restaurant to your neighbors?
We’ll start….
Have you tried the new Lost Dog Café next to
the Safeway in Pimmit Hills? They have very
yummy pizzas and sandwiches, and they
DELIVER TO STONELEIGH!
Okay, your turn. Where do you like to eat in
McLean and do they deliver? Tell the Google
Group!
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THE STONELEIGH PARKING LOT
Stoneleigh’s parking lot is where our daily routines intersect with our neighbors’. More often
than not these interactions are friendly and
thoughtful. However, in an article about Stoneleigh’s parking lot we would be remiss not to
mention that the parking can quickly stir up
emotions. The intent of this article is to address
a few issues that continue to resurface with the
board: parking lot rules, towing, and Stoneleigh’s speed limit.

We also have formal rules that govern parking
and vehicles on Stoneleigh property. These
rules appear in their entirety in the October
1989 amendment to Stoneleigh’s Deed of Dedication in Section 11 (a - i), which is posted on
the library area of the Stoneleigh website.
These rules are summarized below:
• Only non-commercial vehicles are allowed
to park overnight in the Stoneleigh parking
lot (numbered or guest spots). Noticeably
absent from this rule are SUVs and pickup
trucks. It is the opinion of the board that
these types of vehicles are also allowed to
park overnight in Stoneleigh as long as they
are private vehicles and do not bear commercial signage.
• Each Stoneleigh residence has one assigned parking space.
• Guest parking spots are Stoneleigh common property and do not belong to any particular residence, even if they are located
directly in front of your home’s front door.
• Vehicles may not be stored on the Stoneleigh property – even in a numbered spot.
o Vehicles that are kept on the property
must be in good working order, registered in Fairfax County, and bearing valid Virginia license plates.
o If you plan to leave your car for a long
period of time because you are out of
town or unable to drive, please notify a
member of the board so that we can be
aware of the situation if we receive a
complaint from another resident.
• There is no parallel parking in Stoneleigh,
except on the marked spots on the Chain
Bridge access road.
• No vehicle of any type, except emergency
vehicles, may drive over Stoneleigh curbs,
grassy areas or sidewalks. Violators will be
charged for any damages, in addition to the
minimum fee of $50 for each violation.

STONELEIGH’S SPEED LIMIT ✦

SLOW DOWN ON
STONELEIGH ROADS
The Board has received numerous complaints
about vehicles speeding through the community. The speed limit is 15 MPH within all parts
of the neighborhood, including service
roads. We have many small children and
treasured pets in the community, so let’s all
slow down to keep them safe.
PARKING LOT RULES ✦
The rules of common courtesy always apply in
our parking lot interactions.
• Don’t park in another resident’s assigned
spot.
• Don’t allow guests to park in a neighbor’s
parking spot – even if it’s only for a few
minutes.
• If you see a visitor or contractor parking in a
neighbor’s spot, take a minute to politely direct them to a guest spot.
• Do not park in fire lanes or next to yellow
curbs.
• Guest spots are for the open use of all residents and guests. Do not place chairs,
cones, or other items in a guest spot to reserve it for your return.
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STONELEIGH TRASH PICKUP

PUT THESE ITEMS IN THE BLUE BIN

Stoneleigh trash pickup days are every Tuesday and Friday mornings.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recycling items are picked up on Fridays.
Trash cans should be put out before 7 AM on
the morning of pickup and be pulled back behind gates the same day.

•

Fines can be levied for leaving trash cans outside gates.

•
•
•

Stoneleigh is responsible for its own trash
pickup and we contract with McLean Trash
Company at 703-442-7387. Please call them
with questions.

DO NOT RECYCLE THESE ITEMS
(THROW THEM IN THE REGULAR TRASH)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RECYCLING
Knowing what to recycle can be a confusing
proposition. Here is a guide to help you decide
what goes in your recycling bin.
Recyclables are picked up with the trash every
Friday and should be empty and clean; no food
or soiled materials (this attracts pests!).
Fairfax County has moved to single-stream recycling, which means you no longer need to
separate your paper, glass, and plastic. It can
all go in the blue bin together!
Yard waste (grass, brush, leaves) should be in
clear bags, paper bags, or a reusable container.
A copy of "Trash and Recycling Collection
Guidelines for Fairfax County Sanitary Districts" can be found under "Files" on the Stoneleigh Google Group.
Have too much recycling? Call McLean Trash
to request another blue recycling bin.
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Plastic Jugs and Bottles
Metal Food Containers
Glass Jars and Bottles
Soda Bottles and Cans
Yogurt and Dairy Tubs
Pill Bottles
Junk Mail, Mixed Paper, Newspapers,
Magazines, and Catalogs
Cereal, Cracker, and Other Food Container
Boxes
Phone Books
Lids, Caps, and Bottle Tops
Cardboard
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Pizza Boxes
Plastic Bags
Styrofoam Packaging and Containers
Alkaline Batteries
Plastic Food Boxes or Trays
Light Bulbs
Aluminum Foil and Tins
Paper Plates and Napkins
Ceramics
Pots and Pans
Prescription Vials
Hard-back Books

