SEPTEMBER 2011

Stoneleigh News
Upcoming Events
September 24 – Annual Picnic
October 1 – HOA Dues Increase to $360
November TBD – Annual Meeting
Once again, July 4th was a great day in
Stoneleigh, as the children decorated bikes,
trikes, and wagons and paraded to the front of
the neighborhood, where they played games
and ate ice cream. Thanks to the McLean Fire
Department for bringing not one, but two fire
trucks for the kids to climb on, including
McLean’s famous antique fire truck.
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The McLean Volunteer Fire Department brought TWO fire trucks for the little kids of Stoneleigh to
check out. Glad to see the antique truck back. Maybe Santa will borrow it this Christmas.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dues Increase

Annual Meeting This November

By now you have received the 2012 Budget and
are aware we needed to increase dues for the
first time in six years. It’s unfortunate, but we
reached a point where we must increase dues to
ensure operating expenses do not exceed
budget, and that we continue to contribute a
minimum of $25,000 annually to our replacement
reserves. Raising dues is not something any of
us ever want to do, but the only alternative was to
maintain current dues and diminish services like
landscaping, tree care, snow removal, etc., which
really wasn’t a viable option. The increase was
$40 per quarter. I’d like to hear from you. Would
you rather we increase dues only when
absolutely necessary, as we did this year, or
should we do a small increase annually? Let us
know how you think the Board should proceed in
the coming years.

We invite everyone to attend the Stoneleigh
Homeowners’ Association Annual Meeting this
November. At that time, we will present what has
happened in our neighborhood over the past
year, as well as give you an idea of what is to
come in the year ahead.
We will share with you the Association’s financial
standing. You will also have an opportunity to
ask any questions you have for the Board.
You will receive a letter in October with more
details, an agenda for the meeting, as well as the
time and place of the meeting.

Parking Lots
We just approved a contract with Brothers Paving
to perform much needed parking lot repairs
(crack-filling, sealcoating, and re-striping of the
parking lots). The asphalt repairs will occur in
September, with the sealcoating and re-striping in
October. There will be a 3-day period when
Alicent, Candlewick, and Dunterry will be
inaccessible, immediately followed by a 3-day
period when Bruton and Westmoreland will be
inaccessible. We will get 3-4 days prior notice
before the work commences. Look for a flyer
coming to your door soon with more details. We
will make every effort to provide as much
advance notice as possible, but any car not
moved from a work area will need to be towed to
an available Guest parking spot where work is not
in progress.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON OUR
BOARD
We are actively looking for homeowners to join
the Board and serve the community. If you would
like to participate on the Board, please contact
me at msacks@verizon.net, or our Community
Manager, David Fanning, at 703-569-5797 or via
email at d.fanning@cmgmt.com.
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
With school starting, we thought it would be Drivers:
beneficial to provide everyone with some tips  Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks and at
about pedestrian safety.
The last section
intersections.
contains tips for kids catching the bus.
 Be prepared to stop at all marked crosswalks.
Reduce speed in areas with crosswalks.
 Be alert for bicyclists and skateboarders.
Pedestrians:
 Always cross on marked crosswalks. Vehicles  Come to a complete stop if pedestrians are
crossing or preparing to cross.
anticipate people in these locations.

Wait until pedestrians have crossed at least
 Obey any pedestrian signals and look leftone lane past the lane you are in before
right-left; you should make sure the road is
resuming travel.
clear.

Never pass another vehicle that has stopped
 If a vehicle approaches, make eye contact
or is slowing down at a crosswalk.
with the driver, make sure he/she sees you
before you go.
 Look before walking past stopped vehicles; School bus safety:
you cannot assume all cars see you in their  When you are waiting for the school bus, you
should wait at the bus stop, and stand at least
lanes of travel. Be sure all lanes are clear first.
five big steps from the curb.
 Remember that bicyclists are not considered
pedestrians unless they are walking their  When you get off the bus, look to the rear of
the bus before you step off the bottom step.
bikes. Otherwise, they are considered
Take five giant steps straight out the bus door,
vehicles.
and out of the danger zone.

Make sure you have eye contact with the
Bicyclists:
driver, and wait for the driver to signal you
 Yield to pedestrians.
before you cross in front of the bus.
 Use marked bike paths or multi-use paths
 Never go back for anything you have left on
when available.
the bus.
 Obey vehicular traffic signals and laws on the
 Never bend down near or under the bus.
roadways.
 Use extra caution as you transition between
bike paths, roads and sidewalks.
 Make sure you are wearing a well-fitted bike
helmet.
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LOCAL NEWS
Fairfax County Launches New Rabies DoorTo-Door Notification Plan

Utilities to Move Underground in Downtown
McLean

In an effort to better inform residents about rabid
animals in their communities, Fairfax County
Animal Control officers are starting a new door-todoor notification process each time a rabid animal
is discovered nearby.

An idea dating to 1988, undergrounding utility
lines in downtown McLean, soon will come to
fruition.
Dranesville District Supervisor John Foust (D)
recently announced that all needed easements
have been obtained from property owners around
the intersection of Old Dominion and Chain
Bridge roads. The easements make it possible
for McLean’s utility undergrounding project to
move forward.

Beginning September 2, officers will knock on
doors to alert residents that they should take
precautions to protect their family pets from
exposure to wildlife when an animal in their
neighborhood tested positive for the rabies virus.
If no one is home, officers will leave a flyer at the
door.
The scope of the project is along Old Dominion
from the Shell gas station to Center Street, along
The goal of the new Animal Control Division- the southeast side of Chain Bridge Road from just
sponsored program is to prevent human beyond McLean Cleaners to Laughlin Avenue,
exposure to rabies through education. Officers and from Boston Market to just beyond Starbucks
remind residents that they should report unusual and 7-Eleven on the northwest side.
or
suspicious
wildlife
behavior
at
703-691-2131. Additionally, we ask that you alert The project will tie in with the undergrounding
Stoneleigh neighbors if you suspect a rabid along Lowell and Emerson avenues that was
animal is on the property. The fastest way to get completed as part of the Palladium project.
the word out is through the Stoneleigh Google
Group.
When Foust took office in 2008, none of the
easements had been obtained. Staff from
As of mid-August, 30 animals tested positive for Foust’s office began working with the McLean
rabies in Fairfax County. In 2010, there were 50. Revitalization Committee to move the project
These animals include raccoons, skunks, foxes, forward. The current goal is to begin the
bats and groundhogs, among others.
undergrounding work about a year from now,
according to Bill Sudow, chairman of the
Rabies vaccinations are mandatory for all cats revitalization committee.
and dogs that reside in Fairfax County. Failure to
inoculate pets against rabies may result in fines Project funding includes $2 million in county
of up to $250.
revitalization bonds, $1 million in proffered funds
from the Palladium development and $350,000
For
more
information
on
rabies, from Exxon.
visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals or
www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/DEE/Rabies/
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