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SLU Mission Statement
The Mission of Saint Louis University is the pursuit of truth for the greater glory of God and for the
service of humanity. The University seeks excellence in the fulfillment of its corporate purposes of
teaching, research, health care, and service to the community. It is dedicated to leadership in the
continuing quest for understanding of God’s creation and for the discovery, dissemination, and
integration of the values, knowledge, and skills required to transform society in the spirit of the
Gospels. As a Catholic, Jesuit university, this pursuit is motivated by the inspiration and values of the
Judeo-Christian tradition and is guided by the spiritual and intellectual ideals of the Society of Jesus.
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Course Description
In response to the mission of this Catholic, Jesuit University, the Theological Foundations course (THEO
1000) seeks to educate students from all the undergraduate programs in the discipline of theology in
critical discourse with human experience, biblical origins, historical foundations, and historical
developments of the Christian tradition. The course provides opportunity for human enrichment
through creative questioning, awareness of Christian cultures, comparative study of other cultural and
religious contexts, and a balanced appreciation of Christianity as a vital element in our global heritage.
This particular section of THEO 1000 seeks a stronger understanding of “religion” through the lived
experiences of Christian faith and practice in the modern world. In addition to gaining literacy in the
history of biblical origins, scriptural interpretation, and ecclesial structure, over the course of the
semester we will also cast a broader analytical net to the study of religion as a lens for understanding
the social, political, and cultural contexts of the modern world. Through a variety of sources, we will
seek a deeper understanding of Christian history as well as a broader terrain of religious inquiry in
order to better assess, analyze, and address the world in which we live.
In addition to these more content oriented objectives, this section of THEO 1000 also aims to develop
students’ skills as listeners, readers, researchers, and writers. Your major assignment will be to
contribute to a collective “Arch City Religion Project.” This is a team-based, collaborative assignment.
Your task will be to select an object, space, or person; research your topic’s relevance and contribution
to Christianity in St. Louis through the lens of Christian history, thought, and/or practice; and create
an interactive page on the class website based on your findings and analysis (see previous work on the
site, www.archcityreligion.org). There are cascading deadlines associated with this project, beginning
with a proposal in early February, and each team will meet with me at least once to discuss their
project and plans for the final product (more information is in Course Requirements and further
information will be provided in class and on Blackboard).

Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, students will:
1.

Be familiar with texts from both the Hebrew Bible and the Christian New Testament;

2.

Be familiar with the makeup, development, and major literary forms of the scriptural canon;

3.

Be familiar with certain methods of Biblical criticism;

4. Be familiar with key issues and concepts in the study of religion and theology;
5.

Have an understanding of the historical development of Christian doctrine and practice;

6. Demonstrate the ability to think critically about themes and issues in the study of religion and
theology;
7.

Demonstrate the ability to locate primary and secondary sources in a physical library and
online;

8. Demonstrate the ability to craft and defend an original argument on the subject of a particular
theological theme or issue.
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Course requirements
1. Attendance and Participation (10%)
•

Active, prepared, and respectful attendance is critical to your successful completion of
this course. 2-3 unexcused absences will result in a loss of 2 points; 4-5 unexcused
absences will result in a loss of 4 points; more than 5 unexcused absences will result in
the loss of all attendance and participation points. 1
That said, I know life happens outside of the classroom. Please make every effort to
contact me if you will be absent at least two hours advance of class and I will review
each instance on a case by case basis. Make up work is not allowed for unexcused
absences. I reserve the right to revise my policy as needed.

•

Completion of assigned material, including readings, prior to the start of class is
expected.

•

Participation in this class is very important. Students who are disruptive to learning—
by failing to comply with course policies, refusal to participate in class, or by obvious
unpreparedness—will be expelled from the classroom.

•

Laptops and cell phones are not allowed in lectures unless otherwise noted. You
should bring books, paper, and writing instruments to each class. In this class, theology
is as much about questions as it is about answers. Give yourself an hour to unplug and
stretch your mind in new, or newly familiar, ways. (Exception: on days we discuss
assigned readings posted to Blackboard, you may use your laptops or tablets in lieu of
printed copies).

2. Reflection papers (10%)
•

Reflection paper 1: What do you expect to get out of this course? What do you want me
to know about you? DUE Friday, January 20 by 5pm on Blackboard.

•

Reflection paper 2: What did you learn this semester? What worked for you and what
would you change? DUE Friday, May 5 by 5pm on Blackboard.

•

These papers are reflections and should be written in the first person (I, me, us, we,
etc.) from your own point of view.

3. This I Believe Essay and Recording (10%)
•

DUE Friday, February 17.

•

This assignment is modeled on the popular 1950s radio program This I Believe and its
revival series on public radio in the early 2000s. Please read the original producers’
invitation (http://thisibelieve.org/history/invitation/) before you begin to write your
credo.

•

In brief, the essay should be about three minutes when read aloud and no more than
500 words. But there is a lot you need to pack into those 500 words. I recommend
perusing essays from the 1950s and 2000s to get a better sense of the assignment:
http://thisibelieve.org/.

1 Full attendance and participation points are awarded to students who not only show up to class but
who also contribute to the learning process through discussion, posing questions, and exceptional performance.
Students who are thoroughly prepared, which includes such habits as reading footnotes in assigned material, are
most likely to excel not only in this class but in all of your courses at SLU. Let me know that you are among these
well-prepared students by emailing/tweeting me a GIF of a high five.
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The original invitation is also instructive in clarifying what the program did not want:
“We do not want a sermon, religious or lay; we do not want editorializing or
sectarianism or ‘finger-pointing.’ We do not even want your views on the
American way of life, or democracy or free enterprise. These are important but
for another occasion. We want to know what you live by. And we want it in
terms of ‘I,’ not the editorial ‘We.’”
•

Your completed assignment should include your written essay and an audio recording
of yourself reading it.

•

We will be discussing the assignment in class on February 17. If you want to make your
assignment available to your classmates and other sections of Theo 1000 for
discussion, please send me your text and audio in advance of class.

4. Hot Minute Ethnography (10%)
•

Deadline May 5, by 5pm. The deadline for this assignment is up to you, as long as it is
submitted by the final posted deadline at the end of the semester.

•

Your assignment is to locate and observe a religious site of your choosing for 30
minutes. This may be a formal religious space (church, synagogue, mosque, gurdwara,
temple, etc.) or any other place where religion happens—coffee shop, prayer chapel,
art museum, shopping mall, hospital, park, etc. The only requirement is that you may
not choose your Arch City Religion site for this assignment and I strongly recommend
you not choose either College Church or your home religious body.
Take notepaper and a pencil to your site. As you observe the site, pay attention to the
architecture and usable space, to sounds, smells, sights, people in attendance, power
structures, gender dynamics, and any other attribute you find relevant to the
assignment. How do people get to this site? Who attends? Who is included and who is
excluded—and how do you know? What are the implicit messages and meanings of
the site? What can we learn about religion by opening our eyes to the familiar spaces
that surround us?
Think through these questions and others as you reflect on your site. I recommend
building in at least 90 minutes for this assignment before you write your final paper.
Thirty minutes of observation and up to an hour for “free writing” or “brain dump”
immediately after. Craft a "thick description" of your site before writing your two-page
response. Include at least one photograph from your site (but be courteous and
responsive to the etiquette of the space).

5. Midterm Exam (10%)
•
•

Friday, March 10 in class
Be prepared to identify and define key concepts, figures, movements, and dates in the
material covered during the first half of the semester.

6. Arch City Religion Project (30%)
•

For your major assignment, you will work with a team and choose one of three
options:

THEO 1000, Dr. Lindsey, Spring 2017, 4

Object Narrative: Select an object from a local museum, cultural site, or archive and
research its history, use, and meaning in relation to Christian history, faith, and
practice.
Microethnography: Select a community of faith or social justice organization to visit,
interview, and analyze in relation to Christian history, faith, and/or practice.
Biography: Select an individual (well known or not) to research in relation to the
history of Christian history, faith, and practice in St. Louis. This can be an individual
from any period of history.
•

This assignment builds over the course of the semester. Please mark the following
dates in your calendar:
o Proposal due Friday, February 3, by 5pm. Your one-page proposal must
include a title, research question, description of your approach, and plan
for research. Each proposal should also designate a team leader and
identify how each team member will contribute to the project. Each team
member will sign the proposal and work toward completing the
assignment. (5%)
o

Bibliography due Friday, March 3, by 5pm. This list of sources should
include primary and secondary sources you are consulting in the course of
research and analysis. At least three of your secondary sources should be
books. Let me know you are still reading this syllabus by writing the name
of your favorite author on the board before class (5%)

o

Website draft due Friday, April 21, by 5pm. This portfolio should include
the proofread, nearly finalized text of your research as well as separate files
for images, audio, video, or other digital content you plan to include on
your page. I recommend creating a Google Drive folder early in the process
where you can organize and share your content as it develops. (5%)
§

Group Meeting with Dr. Lindsey. Schedule a time with all (or
most) of your group members on or before Friday, April 28, to
discuss progress on your project and any questions or concerns
about the final product. Plan to bring all materials with you.

o

Final projects and presentations Wednesday, May 3, and Friday, May 5.
The final project includes both your entry on the website and a brief oral
presentation to the section (10%)

o

Peer Evaluation due Friday, May 5, by 5pm. Each group member will
complete a short evaluation of their team and its members. Failure to
participate and contribute to the group will adversely affect your project
grade and could hurt the rest of your team as well. (5%)

7. Final Exam (20%)
•
•
•

Wednesday, May 10, 12-1:50pm, McGannon 121
Be prepared to identify and define key concepts, figures, movements, and dates
covered in the second half of the semester. The final will also include one
comprehensive essay question.
NOTE: If your semester total at the end of classes is at least 84 percent (B range or
higher) you may opt out of the final examination. If you choose to take the exam, it will
be graded and calculated into your final grade.
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Grading Scale
I prefer to keep things simple. Semester grades are calculated out of a total of 100 points. Grades in the
A range represent exceptional work; grades in B range represent very good work with some minor
errors of grammar, fact, or style; grades in C range represent acceptable work that meets the basic
criteria of a given assignment; grades in D range represent work that does not meet the basic criteria of
a given assignment; failing grades apply to work that falls well below the criteria of an assignment,
work that is plagiarized, and work that is late (among other instances of inadequate performance or
breaches of the honor code). Make sure you understand the expectations of each assignment well in
advance of the deadline. Remember to cite your sources and only submit your own original work.

A

94-100

C+

77-79.9

A-

90-93.9

C

74-76.9

B+

87-89

C-

70-73.9

B

84-86.9

D

60-69.9

B-

80-83.9

F

<60

Course Readings
The following books are available for purchase at the SLU bookstore:
Theology: A Very Short Introduction, David Ford (Oxford, 2014)
Religion: The Basics, Malory Nye (Routledge, 2008)
Shusaku Endo, Silence (Picador Modern Classics, 2016)
All other required readings will be posted on Blackboard and should be brought to class.
** NOTE: You are not required to purchase a new Bible for this course, but an academic study Bible is
highly recommended and the NRSV will be the standard text used in discussion. A good option is the
HarperCollins Study Bible, Student Edition (NRSV).

Course Policies
Technology:
As a general rule, no laptops, cell phones, or other electronic devices are permitted in class.
Make sure your ringer and notifications are silenced or on vibrate and stored out of sight. If
you must answer a call during class, please respect your classmates and the learning
environment by stepping out of the classroom. All students should be prepared to take handwritten notes while in class and to engage in the collective learning process.
Technology makes many aspects of academic work more efficient, but it can also break down,
become interrupted, or otherwise fail. Short of wide scale technological Armageddon,
technological disruptions are not acceptable excuses for late work. Back up your work often
and leave yourself enough time to respond to any hiccups.
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Email
I do my best to respond to emails within 24 hours of receipt. Emails received after 8pm will
likely not be read until the following day. If an emergency arises and you need to reach me
immediately, you may call the Theology Department office at 977-2881.
When corresponding with professors, supervisors, officials, or other professionals on campus
and in your career, please make it your habit to address the recipient formally according to
their title (Dr., Professor, Ms., Mr., Esq., etc.) and to follow standard rules of grammar, syntax,
and structure. A good rule of thumb is to use the title on the syllabus.
Assignment Submissions:
I do not accept late work. Unless otherwise noted, all written assignments must be loaded
through the designated assignment folder on Blackboard.
Every assignment should include your name, the date, the assignment name or your title, and
page numbers. As a rule of thumb, use 12-point font and 1-inch margins on all academic work. I
will not grade papers or assignments that do not have these basic elements. Double-check your work
for spelling and grammatical errors before submitting.
You may email assignments if you encounter errors on Blackboard. Emailed assignments must
include your name, the assignment, and your section number in the subject line. For example:
Rachel Lindsey // Reflection Paper 1 // THEO 1000-59.
I will make an effort to verify receipt, but it is ultimately your responsibility to make sure that
your work has been received on time.
Academic Honesty:
Only submit your own original work. This is a fun class and you will have ample opportunity
to be creative—don’t channel your creativity into nefarious actions. I am your advocate as well
as a resource. If you are struggling with the class, starting to feel overwhelmed, something
comes up or happens, or you are just burnt out, come see me first.
For the official SLU policy on academic integrity follow this link: http://www.slu.edu/collegeof-arts-and-sciences-home/undergraduate-education/academic-honesty.
The Student Success Center is also a great campus resource for all stages of learning:
http://www.slu.edu/student-success-center.
Let me know that you have read this by scheduling a brief meeting using the YouCanBookMe
link on the first page of the syllabus. If you meet with me before the end of the second week of
class, you’ll get a 1-point handicap on your midterm.
Civility:
We are going to be discussing some hefty topics in this course. Please remember to respect
your classmates and their point of view. Vigorous debate may occur, and at times will be
encouraged—we learn, after all, through exposure to new ideas and experiences. You don’t
have to agree with everyone—authors, each other, me—all the time but please work to critique
ideas and statements rather than malign or impugn the people raising them.
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CLASS SCHEDULE
Please note, all readings should be completed before arriving in class. Please come prepared to discuss
the readings and raise informed questions.

I. FOUNDATIONS
Week 1: What is Theology? What is Religion? What is Christianity?
W 1/18:

Introductions

F 1/20:

“Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address”
“Trump to be Sworn in on Lincoln, family Bibles,” Religion News
Service, January 17, 2017
***REFLECTION 1 DUE by 5pm***

M 1/23:

Nye 1-22
Ford 3-30

Week 2: Who is Jesus?
W 1/25:

“Jesus Christ,” Ford 82-101

F 1/27:

The Gospel of Mark
Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels, 3-27

II. TEXTS
Week 3: Sacred Texts
M 1/30:

“Text,” Nye 152-81

W 2/1:

“Through the Past to the Present: Texts and History,” Ford 125-143

F 2/3:

Arch City Religion Workshop #1: Proposals
Come to class with a draft of your proposal. We will talk through the
necessary components and address any questions or concerns you
have.
***ARCH CITY RELIGION PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE by 5pm***

Week 4: The Bible
M 2/6:

Eusebius, from Ecclesiastical History
Irenaeus of Lyons, from Against Heresies
Tertullian, from Against Marcion
Early Lists of the Books of the Bible

W 2/8-2/10:

Pius Special Collections + Library Scavenger Hunt
** MEET IN THE LIBRARY **
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III. BELIEF
Week 5: Speaking and Believing
M 2/13:

“Belief,” Nye 105-128

W 2/15:

Harding, “Speaking is Believing,” The Book of Jerry Falwell, 33-60

F 2/17:

“This I Believe” Discussion

Week 6: Facing Evil
M 2/20:

“Facing Evil,” Ford 66-81
Gustavo Gutiérrez, from “Liberation and Salvation”

W 2/22:

James H. Cone, from “God in Black Theology”

F 2/24:

Emilie Townes, “The Womanist Dancing Mind”

IV. RITUAL and PRACTICE
Week 7: Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice
M 2/27:

“Ritual,” Nye 129-151
Karen McCarthy Brown, from Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn

W 3/1:

Arch City Religions Workshop #2: Bibliographies and Beyond

F 3/3:

NO CLASS
***ARCH CITY RELIGIONS BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE by 5pm***

Week 8: Worship and Ethics
M 3/6:

“Living Before God: Worship and Ethics,” Ford 47-65

W 3/8:

Midterm Review

F 3/10:

Midterm Exam

***SPRING BREAK 3/13-3/17 No Classes***
Week 9: Christianity and Culture
M 3/20:

“Culture,” Nye 23-56

W 3/22:

MOCRA

F 3/24:

MOCRA Debriefing

V. RELIGION and POWER
Week 10: Religious Power
M 3/27-W 3/29:
F 3/31:

“Power,” Nye 57-78
Orsi, The Madonna of 115th Street
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Week 11: Political and Public Theologies
M 4/3:

“Public Theology Reimagined,” OnBeing,
http://www.onbeing.org/collection/public-theology-reimagined
Read series introduction and listen to interview with Fr. James Martin,
S.J., “Finding God in all Things”

W 4/5:

King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (1963)

F 4/7:

“Hike Pray Protest,” Backpacker (October 2010)
“Of Many Things,” America (October 2011)
“Environmental Justice: A Catholic Voice,” America (January 2004)
“The Pope’s Green Theology,” Wall Street Journal (June 2015)

Week 12: Gender and Religion
M 4/10:

“Gender,” Nye 79-104

W 4/12:

Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, from In Memory of Her: A Feminist
Theological Reconstruction of Christian Origins
Mary Daly, After the Death of God the Father

***EASTER BREAK 4/13-4/17 No Classes***
VI. GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY
Week 13: Missions, Conversion, Empire
M 4/17:
W 4/19 – F/4/21:

NO CLASS—EASTER BREAK
Silence, Endo

Week 14: Global Catholicism and Religion in the Contemporary World
M 4/24-W 4/26:
F 4/28:

“Religion in the Contemporary World,” Nye 182-210
“Theology for the Third Millennium,” Ford 169-175

VII. ARCH CITY RELIGIONS
Week 15: American Religions, Local Faiths
M 5/1:
W 5/3—F 5/5:

American Christianity
Arch City Religion Presentations

Week 16: Conclusions?
M 5/8:

Debriefing and Final Review
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