Carbon reinvestment in Malawi
A children’s centre in Mchenga is built through CarbonUP
United Purpose has constructed a new children’s shelter at
Mchenga village in central Malawi as part CarbonUP - our
carbon credit reinvestment project.
Mchenga and the 10 surrounding communities are making
and selling Chitetezo Mbaula stoves under United Purpose’s
larger resilience and climate change agenda. Through
CarbonUP, production of the stoves is now an accredited
carbon trading programme and income generated is being
reinvested for the benefit of the communities in the form of
an under-fives shelter.
The new shelter has three rooms: a clinic, a waiting room and
a mobile phone charging room. The shelter is located at
Mchenga Primary school, which is attended by 870 children.
The community plan to use the waiting room as an extra
teaching room when it is not being used as the under-fives
clinic, benefitting around 80 children.
There are no clinics in the nearby area so this service is vital to
child and maternal health. Once a month, women and
children come to Mchenga primary school to see the Health
Surveillance Assistant, who weighs and monitors children’s
growth, provides immunisations, conducts nutrition
assessments and provides health education and family
planning. Until now the women and small children have had
to sit on the bare ground, exposed to the hot sun, dust and
rain. There was no privacy when getting injections or having
medical examinations.

The additional mobile charging room is powered by a solar
panel and will provide the community with access to
electricity for phone charging. The revenue generated, which
is estimated to be approximately MK200,000 a year, will be
used to further benefit the community’s development.
Martin Nicholas, the local committee chair, said that the
surrounding communities had bought a lot of stoves: Most
households own at least one energy-efficient stove and find
that the Chitetezo Mbaula makes less smoke, uses less
firewood and cooks faster than traditional three-stone fires.
He continues: “The District Authority told us that certain
overseas organisations are going to ‘buy our smoke’ (GHG
emissions reduction) and that we could decide what type of
development to spend the money on. We chose the underfives’ shelter to help mothers and children. It was like a
dream. By purchasing the stoves, money would come back to
us. We are so grateful to United Purpose for helping us to
build the shelter. We are so happy the shelter has been built
so quickly!”
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