BUILDING ON THE PAST – ENVISIONING THE FUTURE

Request for Proposals
Permanent Mural Art in Downtown Jefferson City, TN
The Mossy Creek Foundation seeks proposals from artists or artist teams for a permanent
mural to be located on the west wall of the building located at 728 E. Main Street, Jefferson City,
TN in the Historic Mossy Creek District. Preference will be given to artists residing in Jefferson,
Sevier, Hamblen, Grainger, Cocke or Knox counties. After a mural design is selected, Mossy
Creek Foundation will make application for funding. More about our organization is available at
MossyCreekFoundation.org.

PROJECT DETAILS
CONTEXT: Located at the intersection of East Main Street and Mechanic Street in downtown
Jefferson City, TN is the town’s original First National Bank building. Address: 728 East Main
Street. Modifications made to this brick structure through the years have resulted in a patchwork
of bricks, a two-tone building, and a hodgepodge of electrical work—a very unsightly wall in a
high-visibility location. Mossy Creek Foundation, with cooperation from the property owner, has
identified the west facade of this building as a priority location for a mural. On a practical level, it
is believed that a mural in this location will “clean up” the view and attract more people
downtown.
The building is visible from Mossy Creek Station, the festival park and playground venue
opened in April 2017. Since that time, this new site has welcomed outdoor concerts and movies,
parades, veterans events, and a myriad of other activities. The Veterans and Legacy tribute
brick plazas continually draw community members downtown with the area becoming an everincreasing pedestrian space. A mural on this prime-location building would provide an easyaccess spot for photo-ops and serve as an obvious draw for historic district tourism.
Proposed mural designs must enhance the Historic Mossy Creek District as an artistic
environment while depicting the history of our downtown.
INCENTIVE: This is a juried competition with a Jury’s Choice Award of $500. In addition, a
People’s Choice Award will go to the artist winning the popular vote from festival-goers. This
competition and the announcement of winners will be part of the Mossy Creek Arts Festival to

1

be held April 14-21. Winning either of these awards will ensure serious consideration but does
not guarantee the design will be selected for the permanent mural.
Greater, however, than incentives of money or popularity is the opportunity to get in on the
ground floor of revitalization in the Historic Mossy Creek District. Murals are some of the most
visually appealing, tourist-drawing elements of a vibrant historic district. The artist who designs
the mural that brings new life to our old downtown will always have our deepest respect and
gratitude for joining in our grass-roots, all-volunteer efforts to reclaim and preserve our history
while envisioning a promising future.
SITE DETAILS: As seen in the photograph provided herein, the mural site located at 728 East
Main Street is an unpainted, antique brick wall measuring approximately 30 feet wide by 30 feet
high and includes electrical conduit to be incorporated into the mural design.
ELIGIBILITY: This opportunity is open to all artists/artist teams over the age of 18.
MATERIALS: In the event that your design is selected and future funding secured, your mural
must be created using the following or comparable materials.
• Acrylic gesso primer
• 100% acrylic resin paint from either Golden Artist Colors, Inc. or Nova Color Paints
• Top coat of satin or semi-gloss acrylic varnish applied via airbrush sprayer
• Anti-graffiti coat from reputable company such as Soluvar
TIMELINE
February 1, 2018: Announcement of RFP
April 2, 2018: Deadline for submissions
April 14-21, 2018: Jury to review proposals and select winning artist(s)

SELECTION PROCESS
The jury will apply the following criteria when selecting artist(s).
Artistic merit The inherent quality and excellence of a proposed artwork together with the
strength of the artist’s concept and design capabilities are the highest priorities of the public art
program.
Context Artwork must be compatible in scale, material, form and content with its surroundings.
Relevant experience Experience and professional record of the artist(s) should provide
convincing evidence of ability to successfully complete the project as proposed.
Technical feasibility Artist must exhibit a successful track record of construction and
installation of artwork or show that an appropriate professional has examined the proposed
artwork and confirmed feasibility of construction and installation.
Diversity Artwork will be sought from artists of diverse ethnic and cultural identities.
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Residence If two proposals are determined to be of equal merit, and if an artist resides in one
of the following East Tennessee counties, the project will be awarded to the local artist:
Jefferson, Sevier, Hamblen, Grainger, Cocke, or Knox counties.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Completed application form (See page 4.)
Current CV/resume
Letter of interest (one page maximum); applicants should briefly describe their interest in
the project and include a description of their approach and proposed design for the project.
Design proposal for the site submitted in a high-resolution JPEG or PDF format
2-3 high-resolution digital images of previous work and a brief description of each image
(title, year, medium, dimensions, location)
2 professional references with current contact information
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BUILDING ON THE PAST – ENVISIONING THE FUTURE

Application
Permanent Mural Art in Downtown Jefferson City, TN
APPLICANT NAME: __________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________
CITY: ____________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP CODE: __________
HOME PHONE: ___________________________ CELL PHONE: ______________________
E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________________________
WEBSITE (OPTIONAL): _______________________________________________________

DEADLINE: Submissions must be received by 5:00 PM on April 2, 2018.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST (office use)
____ Application Form
____ CV/Resume
____ Letter of Interest
____ Design Proposal
____ 2-3 Images of Previous Work
____ 2 Professional References
____ Additional information (optional)

MAIL or E-MAIL APPLICATION and
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO:
Mossy Creek Foundation
PO Box 363
Jefferson City, TN 37760
mossycreekfoundation@gmail.com
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