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Being Church After the Election
By Ann Svennungsen
What happens after an election — especially one
as divisive as this? What is the role of the church?
The synod? The congregation?
As in all elections, there are winners and losers.
Most of us learned as children about the appropriate responses to such events. After losing the state
basketball championship or winning the student
council election, we were told, “Don’t gloat, be
humble and gracious, show respect for the opponent, and learn from the experience.”
These attributes may be most needed — and most
difficult to achieve — after an election like this. The
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exemplify the competitiveness of the presidential learned as children about the appropriate responses to such
race:
events. After losing the state basketball championship or
 Anoka County voted 50.7% Trump and winning the student council election, we were told, ‘Don’t
41% Clinton
gloat, be humble and gracious, show respect for the oppo Carver County voted 52.7% Trump and nent, and learn from the experience.’ “
39% Clinton
-Ann Svennungsen
 Hennepin County voted 28.5% Trump
and 63.8% Clinton


Isanti County voted 65.3% Trump and
27.1% Clinton



Scott County voted 53.7% Trump and
38.3% Clinton



Sherburne County voted 64.8% Trump
and 27.7% Clinton



Wright County voted 62.6% Trump and 29.4% Clinton

Perhaps, Lutherans in our synod’s counties could play a leadership
role in modeling grace and humility and working to rebuild relationships. What if members of 10 congregations in Anoka County met with
members of 10 congregations in Hennepin County to reflect on how
their Christian faith informed their vote? The Minneapolis Area Synod
has a unique opportunity (and perhaps a calling) — as one whose
counties were equally divided in the voting — to model and learn from
respectful conversations.
Still, even before such conversations might happen, there is much we
each can do. Whether it’s an election year or not, we are constantly
asking ourselves how to live as faithful disciples. During these days, I
invite you to enter deeply into God’s gifts to the church:


Read a Gospel in one sitting.



Read the Small Catechism (seriously, I re-read it last night
in 30 minutes).



Review the social statements approved by the ELCA in
churchwide assemblies.

Our social statements speak to many issues raised in this past campaign: economics; education; care for creation; abortion; race; criminal
justice. We can even engage in a process to develop a social statement on women and justice to be voted on at the 2019 churchwide assembly.
Though our social statements do not have the same authority as Scripture or the Confessions (they can never be used as litmus tests for
ELCA membership and they can always be amended at a future assembly); still they are statements approved by at least 2/3s of the
ELCA voting members.

What if members of 10
congregations in Anoka
County met with members
of 10 congregations in
Hennepin County to reflect
on how their Christian
faith informed their vote?

Read about Luther’s thought on the role of government. In an article by
George Forell (which will take longer than 30 minutes to read), Forell
argues that at least four of Luther’s teachings speak as clearly and accurately to our time as they did to sixteenth-century Saxony:
The proper concern of government is the earthly welfare of all.
Christians as Christian citizens are called to support the government in
its proper work, the promotion of the earthly welfare of all, to the best
of their ability. The Lord will hold us no less responsible for our failure
to use our political opportunities to serve the neighbor than for our failures to serve Christ in the neighbor in the more obvious forms of service mentioned in Matthew 25: “I was hungry and you gave me
food…” This description covers practically every constructive political
activity in which we might engage. It implies concern with education,
health, immigration, and prison-reform.
The government needs competent and well-educated people. Luther
insisted that Christians ought to see to it that their children receive the
education which will qualify them for competent government service. It
is not enough to know how to complain about the failures of government; one must learn how to help. Luther said, “If you find that you are
qualified, you should offer your services…that the essential govern-

Led by Interim Pastor Molly Brown,
SOCCLC members talked about
the election following worship on
November 13.

mental authority may not be despised and become enfeebled or perish. For the world cannot and dare not
dispense with it.”
Luther claimed that every criticism of our government should be understood as an implicit criticism of ourselves. This should teach us to begin the critical national self-examination with ourselves and work our way
up, rather than to start with our leaders and never critically examine ourselves. Once we have understood
this, a great deal more realism will enter our political thinking. Here, too, Luther is still a helpful guide.
(quoted from “Luther’s Theology and Domestic Politics“)
We are in different places following the election. Some are ecstatic, while others feel great loss. The apostle
Paul calls us to “weep with those who weep.” I hope we will be attentive to one another in this time. Remember, Paul does not call us to “fix those who weep” or “explain things to those who weep” or “point out all the
good things to those who weep.” There will come a time for hope and joy, but the person weeping gets to set
the pace and timing — not those of us who accompany them. It is in honesty and patience that healing
comes.
If you like the idea of organizing conversations with ELCA congregations across the counties of our region
and/or would like to help with that, please let us know. And please join me in prayer for each other, for our
elected leaders, and for the welfare of all God’s creation.
Ann Svennungsen is the Bishop of the Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA.

Spirit of Christ Highlighted in Sun Sailor

Spirit of Christ’s work during God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday on September
11 was highlighted in the September 26 edition of the Sun Sailor. Members
are seen making sandwiches for homeless women and men in the area.

Community News
Looking for Ushering Team Members
Looking for a way to get involved at SOC on a more lowcommitment level? Consider helping out on one of our
Ushering Teams. We currently have several openings. Please check out the list in the Narthex and fill
your name in on one of the blank lines. It's a great way
to get involved and meet new people!

Pastoral Nominations
Over the next two weeks the SOC Call Committee will be
taking nominations from the congregation for pastoral
candidates. If you have someone in mind, please fill out
one of the forms in the Narthex at church and place in
the suggestion box there or contact Anne Kraft
at a9kraft@outlook.com.

Active Adults for November
SOCCLC Active Adults meet the third Thursday of each
month at 1PM with potluck at one followed by a speaker, activities and fellowship. All are welcome. Our November 17 meeting will have Annette Langdon who will
talk about advanced care planning. Please join us
on November 17.

Singers Wanted!
The choir began rehearsing for this year's Christmas
Cantata on Wednesday, October 26th at 7:00pm. Our
performance will be on Sunday, December 18th at 10:00
am. If you have ever thought about joining choir but do
not want to commit to the full season this is the perfect
opportunity to join this fun group of talented singers for
the Advent and Christmas Season. Please talk to Steve
Stucki or any of the choir members if you have any
questions.

Bird Feeder Donations for November/December
For the next
two
months,
food donations
will be taken to
SLP Bird Feeder. Bird Feeder
needs
extra
donations to fill
backpacks for
the extended
school breaks
for Thanksgiving and the last
couple
of
weeks in December. Check out their website
http://theslpbirdfeeder.weebly.com/ to learn
more about this student-run organization at the
high school. This is their 5th year of operation
and the organization’s goal is to provide well
rounded meals for weekends to the students
who need some extra help.
Recommended items are those types of meals
that do not need the use of a stove or oven. It
also helps if the meal choices do not require
many outside ingredients and could be made in
their packages. The SLP Bird Feeder Top Ten
needs are:
1.Canned Fruit
2. Microwavable Meal Packs
3. Bread/Tortillas
4. Nutritional Drinks/Bottled Water
5. Jelly

6. Pasta Sauce
7. Backpacks
8. Snacks
9. Canned Meat

Our Saviour’s Shelter Meals
On Friday, November 11th, Spirit of Christ will serve dinner at the shelter. We will be serving baked chicken,
stuffing, gravy, green bean casserole, rolls, milk, lemon-

10. Rice

ade and dessert. Right now, we need grocery fund
donations to cover meal costs and we can use homemade desserts and coffee or tea donations. If you
would like to join us to serve the meal or make a donation, talk to Carolee or Mark at church, email ccohe@umn.edu or call 952-935-5608.
Join us on Saturday December 10th for breakfast at
the shelter. We will be serving up French toast, bacon, pork links, turkey sausage, fruit, juice and milk.
We can use grocery fund donations to cover meal
costs of approximately $50 and also cans of coffee or
tea bags.

Christmas Poinsettias
Help decorate our chancel for Christmas Eve and then
have a beautiful plant to take home with you! Please
order by Sunday, December 11th.
Fill out a form available in the Narthex and place in the
offering plate along with your payment, or mail to the
church office. Checks can be made out to Spirit of Christ
Community Lutheran. Proceeds will go towards Worship
& Music.

Homeless Memorial and March

If you would like to join us to serve the meal or make
a donation, talk to Carolee or Mark at church, email c- In December of 1984, the first official Minnesota homecohe@umn.edu or call 952-935-5608.
less memorial was held. Each year, marchers carry individual signs with the name, age, and hometown of evePrayer Shawl Ministry
ry person being honored. The service of remembrance
During November and December the meeting will take includes all of the names being read aloud along with a
place on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm due candle lit in their memory.
to the holidays.

Annual Bazaar
The annual bazaar will take place November 19
th from 9 to 1 with lunch, baked goods, quilts,crafts
etc. donations are being sought for items for the sale
as well as volunteer help. Please see Renee Compo
for more information.

Decorate for Advent/Christmas
The Worship and Music committee is looking for volunteers to help decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex
for the Advent and Christmas season on Saturday,
December 3rd. We will meet at 9:00am at the
church. Please contact Dina Strachota or Anne Kraft
if you are interested in helping. Thank you.

Get involved with Social Action!
The Social Action team (aka SOC SAC) welcomes
everyone in the congregation to join us to plan and
organize mission and social action events. This could
be an ongoing activity or a one-time commitment.
Talk to anyone on the Social Action Team: (Mark or
Carolee Cohen, Wendi Harmsen, Pat Latvala, Deb
Schmitz, Joanne Stone or Jeanne Worm) if you want
to help!

This year’s march is Thursday, December 15 starting at
5pm. More information to follow in the Outlook Email.

Photo Essay: 2016 Halloween Party!
Time to dress up in your best costume and have
some scary fun! Here are some images from the
2016 Halloween Party held on October 30.

Photo Essay: 2016 Halloween Party!

Serving in December
Usher Team

Lector

Powerpoint
Operators

Money Counters

December
December
December

4
11
18

2
3
4

N/A
N/A
N/A

Joanne Stone
Mark Cohen
LeRoy Murray

N/A
Erik Mornes
Bret Hanson

N/A
N/A
Sandy Willis

December
December

24
25

5
6

N/A
N/A

Dina Strachota /
LeRoy Murray
Brett Hanson

N/A
Anne Kraft

N/A
N/A
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Add Your Event to Church
Announcements!
If you would like to add something to the Sunday
morning announcements, weekly email update, or
monthly newsletter, please contact our office
(contact info below). Weekly information must be
received by Monday morning to be included in
Wednesday's email and Sunday morning's announcement slides. Info for the September newsletter must be received by November 25th. You can
also contact the office if you'd like to be added to
the
mailing
list
or
you
can
visit spiritofchristcommunity.org/newsletter to sign up
for our mailing list or to view past newsletters.

