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Agenda
Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 29, 2017
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

VIII.

IX.
X.
XI.
XII.
XIII.

Call to Order – Bret Hanson
Devotions – Pastor Molly Brown
Determination of Quorum
Approval of 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes
Pastor’s Report
Treasurer’s Report – 2016 Budget Recap
Ministry Team Reports
a. Worship & Music
b. Mission & Social Action
c. Fellowship
d. Children, Youth, & Family
Other Reports
a. Properties
b. Audit Team
Old Business
New Business
Nominations & Elections
Non-council Team Positions
Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer
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Meeting Minutes
Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church
2015 Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 24, 2016
Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church
5801 Minnetonka Boulevard
St Louis Park, MN. 55416
I.

Call to Order-Nancy Malone
Congregation President, Nancy Malone, called the meeting to order at 11:18am.

II. Devotions-Pastor Molly Brown
Pastor Molly led the congregation in devotions. The devotions were based on the Bible verse used by the Discernment Team, Romans 12:1-2. Think about what God’s will is for this congregation, how we might need to
open our hearts to change, and to grow and become what we are meant to be. She asked all of us to help her
with the task of helping us discern what our new leader should be like.
III. Determination of a Quorum
It was determined that we have a quorum present.
IV. Approval of 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes
Carolee Cohen, Council Secretary read the 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes.
Motion: To approve the 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes as read.
Vote: M/S/C with no discussion
V. Pastor’s Report
Pastor Molly Brown – Please refer to Pastor’s Report in the Annual Report. Pastor Molly mentioned that one
highlight of the year was hiring Ben as the Administrative Assistant and that she needs more people to serve on
the visitation teams.
VI. Treasurer’s Report-2015 Recap – Cindy Guddal
The 2015 Financial Recap is included in the Annual Report. Cindy presented a few PowerPoint slides reviewing
the 2015 expenses. There were a number of cost savings in the salaries due to Pastor Amy leaving and with
Pastor Molly working less than full time. All areas came in under budget. However, the receipts were also less
than projected. We continue to borrow from our other funds each month in order to pay bills when due and we
need to work on our cash flow. This is a concern and she will cover more plans about the 2016 budget in a later
agenda item.
Member question: There is an entry called “2015 deficit” on the report. Should that be labelled “2014 deficit”
under the Balances section? Cindy confirmed that this was a typo.
VII. Ministry Team Reports
Worship and Music – Jeanne Worm for Dina Strachota
Please read the annual report. Dina did a great report of the year’s accomplishments.
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Mission and Social Action – Jeanne Worm for Deb Schmitz
Please read the annual report. Social Action would like to thank all members of the congregation for making this
a good year for social action.
Fellowship – Bret Hanson for Renee Compo
Renee was not able to attend but provided the written annual report. Bret defined what Fellowship is and talked
about the different activities available for the congregation’s participation. Bret said he thought Spirit of Christ did
a great job at Fellowship among members.
Children, Youth, and Families – Maria Wasvick
CYF had a great year. The Youth worked with Social Action to serve at shelter and they also served Lenten
meals. They fundraised with donut sales and other efforts.
Youth attended the 2015 Youth Gathering and thanks to Cheryl Hanson for stepping in to chaperone this trip for
our youth. A number of Sunday school age children and some youth attended Camp Wapo. In September was
the Blessing of the Backpacks and CYF hosted a Halloween Party in October. Thank you to Kristi White, Nancy
Malone, Wendi Harmsen, and Bruce Strachota for their help with the Christmas Pageant.
VIII. Other Reports
Properties – Bruce Lindquist
Bruce asked people to review his report. He hit some highlights. The elevator (lift) broke down and needed a
part that had to come from Spain early in the year. Again at the end of the year, the lift is out of service which
means it has been out of service for nearly one quarter of the year. Bruce has been in contact with the company,
ArrowLift, and has continued to struggle with their level of service. Bruce asked people for suggestions on other
options (changing companies, asking other groups for recommendations if we wanted to change. There is an
item in New Business that will cover this topic. The major task for removal of the fire escape’s outside steps
continues for 2016 with removal of the door in the green room. On a positive note, custodial hours were
changed this year from once per week to twice a week and this change resulted in better upkeep. Outside, trees
and bushes were trimmed and shaped. There will be more landscaping work to come this upcoming year. We
continue to need volunteers to shovel and mow lawns. Many of the normal maintenance routines for the church
rely heavily on volunteers and without them there would be insurmountable expenses that our budget could not
handle. Bruce thanked volunteers for all of the help they provide.
Faith Community Partnership – Nancy Malone for Kristina Fruge
The FCP report is available and Nancy asked people to read this report.
Member question: This report sounds like it is the last year of FCP. Nancy talked about the ongoing discernment
process related to FCP about the direction the churches will go after this year. A decision on continuing FCP is
related to how Grace in the Park grows over this next year.
Pastor Molly comment: We are not paying for Kristina’s salary for 2016, but Wooddale has agreed to continue
their salary payments for the upcoming year. For 2016, Kristina’s duties will focus on how we can move forward
with Grace in the Park. The three churches are working on a covenant that would include joint worship services
(as we currently have been doing) and other activities that can be shared as they are identified by the team and
congregation members.
Audit Team – Nancy Malone for Christopher Peterson
Christopher has not had time to finish the audit yet due to being out of the country for part of this month. An
update will be provided when complete.
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IX. Old Business
Member comment: What about the questions posed at the last meeting? Did council address them? What
would the process be for reporting back to the congregation? In the future, should those be added to old business in the next meeting? Can council look at questions from the Annual Meeting and add the resolutions to the
questions in the congregation newsletters as follow up when there are answers? Nancy Malone agreed that this
could be done.
Member comment: The financial spreadsheet should have some adjustments made to it for 2016 to include past
deficits as part of the new 2016 budget. Treasurer Cindy Guddal will cover the item related to the deficit as part
of the New Business 2016 Budget item.
Member comment: Keeping the deficit on people’s radar is important so the deficit can continue to be addressed
throughout the year.
Member comment: If we can’t reduce our expenses, we need to increase revenue.
X. New Business
Resolution16-1:2016 Budget – Cindy Guddal
Items to note: Our financial commitment to FCP has ended. But that also means that the incoming revenue from
Wooddale will not be part of our receipts so they will be lowered by $13,500. Cindy has projected a ¾ time salary for Pastor Molly through July (the time when Molly is projected to leave when the discernment and call processes are completed) and then a fulltime salary from August to December using synod salary guidelines for a
“less-experienced” pastor salary. Cindy suggested that we shoot for $140,000 in receipts to meet the 2016
budget and cover the budget deficits and the ongoing items from prior years.
Member question: Is Molly’s position ¾ time? Yes, this is correct.
Member question: Are we considering a continuation of a ¾ time pastor for the new position? The discernment
team and the call committee will need to consider this given our financial situation. Pastor Molly mentioned one
example of an issue with a ¾ time pastor is that the church will need to have members do more of the visitation
work. We as a congregation will need to think about this option while in discernment and while preparing our
call.
Member comment: Reviewing the giving report on page 24, you can see the average giving. I won’t vote in favor
of the budget this year because of the continued deficit. Pastor Molly talked about the need for a Stewardship
team.
Member comment: There was a team formed this past year and every idea that came up was shot down by our
former pastor. Pastor Molly said that this should start again.

Member comment: Please turn in a pledge card since the current commitments on pledge cards are covering
about one third of what we need to reach the desired receipts - $140K.
Member question: What about the contract for deed and where can I find information about this in the financial
reports? Cindy clarified that we received $30,000 last year for the Light of the World CD. Cindy includes that as
part of the general receipts on the 2015 financial worksheet.
Member question: As we have discussed in past meetings, LOTW payments are to be used to cover outreach.
Last year this was accomplished by using the funds to cover salaries for FCP and some of our building expenses
so we can have our building available and safe for others to use. This year we will not fund FCP so how will we
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use our 2016 funds from this source?
Member comment: We need to use this for operations this year due to our deficit and not look for other ways to
use this funding.
Member comment: We need to continue to think about how we can increase other revenue sources so that the
sale of the Cedar Lake Road building can mean something in the future.
Member comment: Review the FICA arrangement for us. Cindy confirmed that we pay a FICA amount to the pastor that is a “pass-through” to the pastor and based on the synod salary guidelines.
Member question: Due to the budget, would we want to plan for a pastor who is not full time when it comes to
our new call?
Member comment: We need to hold plans like that until we have more information on our discernment and the
team determines the type of candidate we need. Cindy did build in the full time salary amount into this budget for
August to December 2016 since it is harder to increase the budget amount at the time all of this is decided later
in the year.
Member question: Could we state the date of when the LOTW contract for deed payments end? Carolee Cohen
will clarify the end date as part of the minutes of this meeting when she can look it up in the records, but it is
estimated to be near the end of 2020. (Promised update for the minutes: The contract for deed monthly payment end date is November 30, 2020 at which time a balloon payment is due.)
Member question: What is happening with the Trust Fund? Please refer to the Trust Fund report. The trust fund
does not have much income because of current interest rates in that separate account and only the interest income can be used for distributions.

Member question: Clarifying the receipts estimate for 2016. This $140,000 is what we would like to make as our
target for incoming revenue? Cindy confirmed this would cover the budget and allow us to get rid of our deficit.
Motion: To accept the 2016 Budget as presented.
Vote: M/S/C with two nays.
Bylaws and Constitution Update:
Motion: To override the rules to allow the installation of the new council to happen two weeks after the annual
meeting instead of one week later due to Pastor Molly’s absence on January 31, 2016.
Vote: M/S/C
Other New Business
Trust Fund: Do people want to have a review of the Trust Fund? No decision was made.
Lift issues: Bruce would like to have others’ input on next steps.
Maintenance Contract – We have an annual contract for inspection and servicing and they do the inspections but
somehow we still have issues. The last issue occurred before Christmas 2015 and as of today, we are waiting
for a part from Spain in order to have the lift back in service.
Research other options – The congregation agreed with the plan to go forward with looking at other options. This
impacts our congregational outreach efforts when the lift is out of service. There are concerns with accessibility.
We need a group to work on the maintenance contract and review it. Pastor Molly thinks the service from ArrowLift is not good. She asked the company to provide information on whether we could make a change to use
American parts and their response is that this is much more expensive.
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XI. Nominations and Elections
The slate of Executive team members and the Council was presented to the congregation.
President – Bret Hanson
Vice President – Erik Mornes
Treasurer – Cindy Guddal
Secretary – Sandy Willis
CYF – Maria Wasvick
Fellowship - Renee Compo
Social Action – Jeanne Worm
Worship and Music – Dina Strachota
At Large – Michelle Zins-Patterson
At Large – Anne Kraft
Motion: To accept the slate of Executive Team and Council Members as presented.
Vote: M/S/C with no further discussion
Member comment: I would like to see the committee chairs give their reports in person during the annual meeting so questions could be brought up for discussion.
Member comment: The date for the annual meeting needs to be determined much earlier so committee chairs
can make plans.
Member comment: Since the annual report is available ahead of the meeting, members could read it earlier and
get in touch with committee chairs to provide feedback or ask for a question to be addressed during the meeting
in order to have more information available during the meeting itself.
Member comment: Thank you to the outgoing council members for their hard work and devotion. The congregation gave the outgoing members applause.

XII. Non-council Team Positions
Spirit of Christ has several openings for membership on administrative teams.
Nominating team-volunteers needed to work on this in October and November 2016.
Audit Committee- still need other members to assist with getting audits done faster.
Trust Fund-still need two members.
XIII. Adjourn with The Lord’s Prayer
Motion: To Adjourn the meeting.
Vote: M/S/C
Being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 12:31 pm with Pastor Molly leading us in The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Carolee Berge Cohen
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Pastoral Acts: 2016

Two Baptisms:
Velma Rose Devers
Parents: Amanda and Dan Devers
Sponsors: Jeanne and Andrew Worm
Evelyn Jane Keeves
Parents: Christine and Sean Keeves
Sponsors: Ryan and Sina Teskey

Four Confirmations:
Courtney Hanson
Mae Harmsen
Brynn Langaard
Sophia Wasvick

Four Funerals:
Beverly Fystrom
Vernon Nelson
Bennett Borgeson
Earl Erickson
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Average Attendance: 2016

Attendance Summary
Members who attended at least once in 2016: 115
Guests who attended in 2016 (and filled out a welcome card): 30
Average 2016 Weekly Attendance: 52
The weekly average was calculated from the 50 services throughout the year when total attendance was recorded.

Average 2016 Attendance: 54
This average includes worship services taking place on days other than Sunday, including Ash Wednesday, Midweek Lenten
Services and Christmas Eve.
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Church Leadership: 2016

Staff
Interim Pastor: Molly Brown
Office Admin & Communications: Dennis Sanders
Music Director: Steve Stucki
Parish Nurse: Renee Compo

Church Council 2016
Bret Hanson-President
Eric Mornes-President Elect
Anne Kraft-Stewardship
Cindy Guddal-Treasurer
Jeanne Worm-Social Action
Maria Wasvick- Children, Youth, and Families
Michelle Patterson-At Large
Renee Compo-Fellowship
Sandy Willis –Secretary
Dina Strachota-Worship and Music
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Congregational Council Nominees 2017

Council Members (Executive)
Bret Hanson, President
Erik Mornes, Vice President
Jeanne Worm, Secretary
Cindy Guddal, Treasurer

Council Members (Non-Executive)
Anne Kraft, Financial Secretary and At-Large
Dina Strachota, Worship and Music
Open, Children, Youth and Families
Renee Compo, Fellowship
Mark Cohen, At-Large
Michelle Zins-Patterson, At-Large
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Reports
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Music is a very important part of worship and it is an
important part of the life of Spirit of Christ Community
Interim Pastor
Lutheran Church. A special thank you to Steve Stucki
and all the volunteers who sing in the choir each
Things never go quite as we plan them to go. When I week,
first began as your Interim Pastor, I did not think that I
The Mission and Social Action Committee of this conwould be at Spirit of Christ for over a year, and I’m
gregation is very strong and the sense of serving othsure that you did not either. That being said, I am
thankful. I am thankful because I have gotten to spend ers is a common theme with the members of SOC.
time getting to know you. I have gotten to help you
The finances at Spirit of Christ are in good shape and
learn more about yourself as a congregation and the
in fact, they are in better shape now than they were a
type of leader that you need to help you be the best
year ago. The positive change
followers of Christ you can be. I am
has to do with the fact that I am
thankful because I know and trust
time and the future pastor
that God is doing some amazing
“I am thankful because I ¾
will
be ¾ time.
work now and has been doing some
know
and
trust
that
God
is
amazing work in the past to prepare
your new leader and to prepare you doing some amazing work One of the areas for growth that
I see that will strengthen the
for the new ways that Spirit of Christ
now
and
has
been
doing
congregation is a greater inmight be shaped.
some amazing work in the volvement within the community. This is not to diminish any
During the transition period of a
past
to
prepare
your
new
of the work that is already becongregation’s life, an Interim Pastor is called to assist the congrega- leader and to prepare you ing done. Spirit of Christ currently gives a lot to the commution in certain areas. Some of these
for
the
new
ways
that
Spirnity but I believe there is more
areas include: helping a congregapartnering with the community
tion look at their gifts as well as their it of Christ might be
that can be done. My hope and
opportunities for growth, helping
shaped.”
prayer for SOC is that you can
strengthen the ties between the conget to know your neighbors
gregation and the synod and the
more
and
see
if
there
are
ways that you can partner
denomination, helping assess the needs of a congregation, and preparing the congregation to enter the call with them to make Saint Louis Park stronger.
process.
Another area that I see for growth is in the developing
of and implementing of a vision or mission statement.
Gifts and Opportunities for Growth
A vision statement should be looked at and reconsidThere are many gifts that I see at Spirit of Christ, including the loyal and dedicated volunteers who share ered every 5 years to make sure that it still meets the
needs of the congregation. I think creating a vision or
their time and talent by serving on council, teaching
Sunday School, singing in the choir, and shoveling the mission statement that meets the current needs of
SOC and the community is something that will be well
sidewalks.
worth your time and energy in 2017.
There are volunteers who are a part of the Visitation
Strengthening Denominational Ties
Team at Spirit of Christ. This ministry is a very important part of the congregation now and my hope is The Minneapolis Area Synod is made up of 150 conthat it will only grow stronger in the future. These dedi- gregations. These congregations turn to the Minneapolis Area Synod staff for assistance with the call procated volunteers visit the homebound members of
Spirit of Christ and bring greetings and often commun- cess, information about church bylaws and constitutions, and general questions about running a church.
ion to these men and women.
In 2015 SOC sent 2 delegates to the Synod Assembly
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and we have had other members attend the quarterly educational offerings provided by the Synod.
In 2016, SOC also helped support the Synod by
giving a financial donation.
Specific Needs of Spirit of Christ Community
Lutheran Church
Dennis Sanders joined the staff of Spirit of Christ
in October of this year as the Administrative and
Communications office person. Please share
your appreciation and thanks with him whenever
you can. He is in the office all-day on Mondays
and Friday mornings.
The decision was made by the Discernment
Team and Council to call a ¾ time pastor. This
decision was made based on the number of
members of Spirit of Christ and the financial
standings of the church.
The fire escape that once existed on the side of
the building has been removed due to safety issues and a generous gift from a former member
was used to remove the fire escape and make all
repairs that came with it. A big thank you to
Bruce Lindquist and other members of the properties committee who made this happen.
The Call Process
The Discernment Team for Spirit of Christ was
formed last December and consisted of the following members: Nancy Brammer, Linda Brandt,
Bruce Lindquist, Megan Paterson, Michelle Patterson, Bruce Strachota, and Pastor Molly
Brown. They worked hard for months to discern
where God was calling Spirit of Christ and what
type of pastor would be needed to lead this
church.

The Call Committee was formed after the Discernment Team completed their work. The Call
Committee has been working for the past few
months. They are actively interviewing candidates to call as the next pastor of SOC.
In Christ,
Interim Pastor Molly Brown
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Council President

better place.

Here are a couple of items that happened in 2016. We
were able to improve the church building by removing
the outdated and un-needed fire escape. The youth
Thank you for letting me be our Council President for group went on a Mission trip to Colorado in which I had
the privilege to chaperone them. The members of this
this past year. It has been an opportunity for me to
serve our members that I am grateful for. I have gained church are so involved with all aspects of our faith that
an appreciation for the work it takes to keep this Church it would be impossible to list them all here. 2017 will
see much of the same wonderful involvement with the
running.
additional event of calling a new pastor.
A special thanks to Pastor Molly for leading us this year.
Her inspiration and dedication has guided us well as we Sincerely,
work through our many joys, sorrows, prayers and the Bret A. Hanson
process of calling a Pastor.
Dear Spirit of Christ,

SOC is blessed with active and dedicated members who
do so much for each other and for the community.
Thank you for your contributions of time, talent, and
financial support. Your faith helps make this world a

SOC is blessed with active
and dedicated members
who do so much for
each other and for
the community.
Thank you for
your contributions of time,
talent, and financial support.
Your faith helps
make this world a
better place.
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Worship & Music
As 2016 comes to a close, I would like to provide a
brief overview of this past year. This year during Lent
we joined with Prince of Peace and Wooddale offering
Wednesday simple suppers followed by a worship service. We rotated between the three churches. This led
to a Good Friday Service at Wooddale with combined
choirs for an uplifting time of worship which brought us
to Easter Sunday at our respective churches.

The choir had their annual spring
concert in May. The choir had a
bake sale following this concert and
raised nearly $300 to go towards
guest musicians and choir development.
During the summer there were various people providing vocal and instrumental music each week. The
choir sang once per month.

piano and directing the choir each week. You do a fabulous job helping to coordinate the hymns, choir music
and guest musicians.
To the Worship and Music Committee I say thank you
for all you do. Anne Kraft- for your guidance and keeping the usher schedule updated. Nancy Brammer- for
coordinating the lectors. Mary Anne Murray- for the
power point operator schedule. Jeanne Worm- keeping
the Altar up to date with appropriate banners, etc along
with the Altar Guild having the communion set each
week.

“One new thing Pastor
Molly has brought to
our Worship each Sunday has been the
“Experiencing God”
moment. This has been
a great tool to teach us
how to look for God in
our everyday lives.”

Thank you to the Children’s
Choir and their directors and
Sunday School teachers who
enrich our services with their
youthful enthusiasm.
I would like to thank the many
volunteers who offer their time
and talent to our Worship Services. Many of you help out in
so many ways. You are appreciated SO SO MUCH!

When the choir started up in September we welcomed one new member.
And now as we look ahead to
During one Wednesday practice we
2017, I ask each of you to
had a guest teacher, Phillip Brown
prayerfully consider how you
come and work with the choir on
might like to contribute to our
different techniques to further adWorship
Services.
Do
you
have musical gifts to share?
vance our vocal skills. The choir had its annual Christmas Cantata on December 18th and performed Journey Vocal? Instrumental? Maybe the Drama Arts? Video
Arts? Please talk to anyone on the Worship and Music
of Promises.
Committee with your ideas or to even join the Worship
and Music Committee. We are always looking for new
The Worship and Music Committee coordinated the
ways to add to our Worship Services.
purchase of Easter Flowers and Palm Branches and
then Poinsettias at Christmas.
Again, thank you for a wonderful year!
Interim Pastor Molly Brown continues to lead Spirit of
Christ as we journey through the call process. Many In Peace,
thanks to Pastor Molly for her leadership and shepherd- Worship and Music Committee:
ing our congregation. One new thing Pastor Molly has Dina Strachota (committee chair), Pastor Molly Brown,
Steve Stucki, Anne Kraft, Jeanne Worm, Nancy Brambrought to our Worship each Sunday has been the
“Experiencing God” moment. This has been a great tool mer, Mary Anne Murray.
to teach us how to look for God in our everyday lives.
There have been so many great moments shared.
Thank you to Steve Stucki for his nearly 10 years of
service providing wonderful music on the organ and
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Mission & Social Action
Mission statement: The Mission and Social Action
Team shall oversee this congregation’s mission and
social outreach activities to engage with others in compassionate, caring and helpful service to those in need,
engender awareness of community issues and provide
opportunities to partner with others in the community to
arrive at solutions that are
based on a ministry of
Christian love, and contribute to the mission of this
congregation.
St. Louis Park Emergency
Program (STEP)
Spirit of Christ members
donated over 700 pounds of
food, 302 rolls of toilet paper, 18 blankets, infant diapers and clothing, backpack
funds and bags of school
supplies to help our neighbors.
Members also donate time
to volunteer at STEP to help
with the food shelf, and as
drivers for those who needed transportation to appointments.
Memorial Blood Center
Drives – Working together
with St. George’s Episcopal
Church in May and October,
donors gave 27 units of
blood. In December 2015,
we hosted a community
blood drive and collected 28
pints of blood.

port this program. For the winter break, we also collected six $10.00 Cub gift cards, and two $20.00 Target gift
cards.
Blanket Project – We collect blankets from October to
March. In January, we collected 10 blankets, and in
December, we collected 8 blankets that we took to
STEP.

“The Mission and Social Action
Team shall oversee this congregation’s mission and social
outreach activities to engage
with others in compassionate,
caring and helpful service to
those in need, engender
awareness of community issues and provide opportunities
to partner with others in the
community to arrive at solutions that are based on a ministry of Christian love, and contribute to the mission of this
congregation.”
-Mission & Social Action Mission
Statement

Spirit Sunday – The 3rd
Sunday of the month is Spirit Sunday. There are blue
envelopes in the pews so
that anyone can donate at
any time. This fund helps
with the cost of the shelter
meals, purchasing ingredients for the 363 organization
sandwich making and support to TreeHouse.
Our Saviours Housing
Every month, members
serve a meal to more than
40 shelter residents and
staff.
21 different volunteer members and 6 members from
Wooddale Lutheran put in
over 195 hours this year
shopping, preparing and
serving meals.
7 others from the congregation donated grocery funds
totaling $980.00 plus coffee,
milk, food and luscious desserts.
The Youth Group helped
serve supper at the shelter
twice this year.

In addition, members donated much needed supplies to
Our Saviours in January 2016 including: 43 pairs of
SLP Bird Feeder Program – Students at the high
socks, 21 pairs of underwear, 15 T-shirts, sheets, a
school collect food throughout the school year so that throw, and lots of cleaning supplies. These donations
those students in need can take a prefilled backpack
support needs at the shelter and for those who live in
home on Fridays for the weekend, as well as for breaks transitional housing.
during the year. This year, we collected 86 bags to sup-
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Spirit Day – This year we again did a project for
363days.org. Over 40 congregation members
made 450 sandwiches and tied 7 blankets to be
sold at the bizarre and the remaining donated to
STEP.
TreeHouse – In December, we were able to send
$500.00 to TreeHouse to help support their programs. This money came from a previous grant
we had received to serve those in need and from
the Share the Spirit funds.
Other Activities –Support was provided by you,
our members, to Children First, World Hunger,
Sojourners, Wayside, Dinner at Your Door and
Faith Community Partnership. And if you read
this far in our report, we thank you for your attention. Feel free to tell us and claim a free volunteer
appreciation hug from any Social Action team
member.
"He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?" (Micah 6:8)
Mission and Social Action Team: Carolee and
Mark Cohen, Wendi Harmsen,
Pat Latvala, Deb Schmitz, Joanne Stone and
Jeanne Worm.
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Children, Youth & Family
The children and adult leaders had a fun year. Our
youth helped serve food at the homeless shelter
working alongside members of the social action committee. Throughout Lent the Youth helped serve
the Lenten meals and Easter Brunch. The Sunday
school children sang with the adult choir and
participated in an Easter egg hunt. The Sunday school
children also made clay bowls for the STEP
annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser. In May we had four
youth confirmed.
The youth participated in fundraising events like donut
Sunday, an annual garage sales, bake sales and
flower and Tupperware sales. Proceeds from these
events helped fund camp WAPO and the Mission
trip.. In June, four youth from Spirit of Christ went on
a mission trip to Colorado. Amber Christensen
and Bret Hanson chaperoned. In August our youth
participated in camp Wapo, a Lutheran Bible camp
in Amery WI. The youth and Sunday school kids also
participated in our annual day camp. This day
camp is a joint effort with Prince of Peace and Westwood Lutheran Church.. The older children are
encouraged to help the younger children.
The Fall came with a Sunday School Kick off with a
blessing of the backpacks and a potluck after
church. The curriculum returned back to the SPARK
material. The youth helped put on a Halloween
Party for the children in our church and neighborhood
community. This Halloween party featured
games, crafts and snacks.
On December 11 th we had our youth and children
Christmas pageant. The youth had a bake sale
after the pageant. A big thank you goes out to Nancy
Malone, Wendi Harmsen, Kristi White and Bruce
Strchota for making this event possible.
God’s Blessing
Your CYF Committee
Maria Wasvick
Nancy Malone
Wendi Harmsen
Carolee Cohen
Bruce Strachota
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the US has. We experienced all the activities that the
Museum has to offer. One group went to a skit and conversation about Race.

Day Camp

We had another great week of Day Camp. We had it the
week before school started, as schools started early
A side note of interest, this year was the first year, since
this year. That being said, there were less kids than in Nikki was 5, which she was not able to participate. First
years prior. We also had the whole week of Day Camp time in 18 years!! She was working (for the summer) in
(in the past we have done M-Th and Westwood did their Medora, North Dakota, on the edge of Theodore Rooseown day on Friday at their Church).
velt National Park.
Our week consisted of Bell Museum, Como Zoo, Feed
My Starving Children, Round Lake splash pad/park.
Staffing note-Beth W. from Westwood resigned from
Here are a few highlights of other activities:
her position in November. We have worked with her on
Day Camp and will miss her in the future. Thank you,
Bee experience at Theodore Wirth Park. We learned
Beth!!
about bees, tried different honey and put on bee keeper
outfits and were up close and personal with the bees Can’t wait for Day Camp 2017!!
and hive.
Submitted by Nancy Malone
Invasive species removal at Minnehaha Falls Park. On a
very hot day, we made our way to the bottom of the
falls. We were on a hill, spread out, pulling invasive
plants.
Science Museum and National Park video at IMAX. We
saw the movie about the beautiful National Parks that

The annual bazaar which is held the Saturday before
Thanksgiving was very successful thanks to many
helping hands. It is never too early to start with some
Another year has passed at SOC. One of my favorite of your favorite crafting. This year we brought in over a
things about this community is that we know how to thousand dollars with half of that going to Wayside,
have fun and fellowship. Ask Pastor Molly about the STEP and Sojourners.
chatting and greeting noise before church.
I would like to start Dinner with Adults again this winter
We had our annual multigenerational hayride, Christ- which has always been fun. If you have any other ideas
mas tea ,and church bazaar. Lots of help goes into
please let me know.
these events to make them successful and to all who
participated, volunteered, and are always present thank Yours in Christ
you.

Fellowship

The prayer shawl continues to meet the third Thursday Renee Compo
evening at church. We laugh, knit, share in each other's
issues and triumphs. We also pray for those in need
and prayers of thanks and gratitude. Please join us if
interested
The men's group usually meets the same night and
they check out some of the local eateries.talk to Brett
or Mark if interested
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Music Director
I would like to thank everyone who
participated in the musical programs
of the church during the past year.
The choir has been very active, singing on most Sundays. They have
sung a wide variety of music, including a Christmas Cantata accompanied by violin
and cello. I'd like to thank Lowell
Brandt for helping with the dramatic
aspects of the cantata.
We have also had many soloists during the past year, including Bruce
Strachota, Anne Kraft, Nikki and Amber, Jon Nordstom and Rene Compo.
The worship committee has been
helpful in planning the worship service. Many thanks to Dina Strachota
for her leadership.
I would like to involve more people
this year. Please let me know if you
have musical gifts to share. I'm always looking for new voices for the
choir. I encourage anyone who is
interested in joining the choir to come
try it out any Wednesday evening. You can contact me with questions at stevestucki@hotmail.com or talk to me
in person. No experience is necessary.
Steve Stucki
Organist/Choir Director
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Altar Guild
Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church celebrates
Holy Communion every Sunday with donated bread,
wine and grape juice. Members of the altar guild set up
communion and, if needed, change the paraments and
banners according to the liturgical church calendar.
Members of the altar guild also assist the worship and
music committee in decorating the church for
Christmas and Easter with candles, poinsettias,
Easter lilies, other flowering plants and wreaths.

pleased teach you about the work we do, so that you
can join us.
Respectfully submitted
Mark Cohen
LeRoy and Mary Anne Murray
Glen Soderberg
Jeanne worm

Serving on the altar guild and preparing for worship
each Sunday is rewarding and inspiring. If you are
interested in joining this ministry, please contact
one of the altar guild members. We would be

Parish Nurse
Greetings from your volunteer parish nurse. When I
took the training for this I had no idea what God had in
mind for me but it has been one of the great pleasures
of my retirement. I thank you all for allowing me to be
part of your spiritual journey.

If this might be of interest to you please let me know.
Thank you to Bruce, Eileen,Glenn, Pat and Dave.

I also led a bible study on the seven spiritual gifts of
waiting. This was a fun and stimulating study. Thank
you for those who participated.
If there are other things you would be interested in,
especially in the health and wellness realm, please let
me know.

The third Thursday of each month I get together with
our absolutely wonderful active adults. We have potluck first and then discussion, devotion, prayer time, Be well in Christ
memory sharing, laughs and or speakers. We have had
presentations on newspaper history, discussion of Na- Renee Compo
tive American culture, a presentation on the titanic,
lecture on internet fraud. Other topics have included
health care directive planning and information on when,
what and where at the time of change of residence.
Please join us at any time. We do have fun.
I also work with the pastor and our visitation committee
to visit or talk to our shut ins. They are so appreciative
of this and really like keeping in touch with the church.
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Properties

es in 2015 and 2016, 2017 will be no exception. Several areas of the grounds will need to be trimmed of
overgrown branches. Properties volunteers will again
do the work this year, as well as the usual grass cutting
and snow removal.

As a congregation, we can point to 2016 as a year of
some major project completions for the betterment of
the physical structure of Spirit of Christ. 2017 looks to
be another year of opportunity to improve our church. We entered into a new custodial contract with Christo
Cleaning in December, following the move of Caterino
Thanks to a very generous gift from the late Vern Nel- and Jesus out of the area. The new vendor places an
son, with 60 percent of that gift, or $30,000, earmarked importance on communications with church personnel.
for capital improvements, this past fall we were able to Early comments on the new service have been very
fund the removal of the dilapidated and dangerous up- positive.
per level staircase, seal off the former upstairs fire exit
doorway, re-side the south side to match the rest of the Finally, I would like to take a moment to personally
building in color and appearthank the following members of
ance, and had the kitchen
the Properties Committee, and
sink drain scooped clean of
other members of the congregacalcified grease. A new and
tion, for their assistance in 2016:
safer basement door replaced
LeRoy Murray, Glen Soderberg,
the old one early last year.
Clark Johnson, Dave Latvula, Bret
Hanson, Pastor Molly, Dale
At the request of the Church
Klinkhammer and Alex Blood.
Council, members of the
They have spent many hours
Properties Committee, past
helping to keep our building and
and present, were surveyed
grounds a viable place to meet as
this past summer on what
a Lutheran congregation. To all
they thought the building was
of you, again, THANK YOU!
most in need of in the near
future. The completion of the
There are other items we could
re-siding/Green Room exit
go into today as far as needs for
door/staircase dismantling project last year took that
the building are concerned. A few of the main ones
particular concern off the list, and other suggestions, have been mentioned above. Suffice to say, 2017 is
such as new cupboards for the kitchen, parking lot re- shaping up to be another busy year.
surfacing, new carpeting for the sanctuary entry area,
new tiles around the men's room floor drain and updat- Respectfully submitted,
ing of our sound system, are some of the items that
Bruce L. Lindquist
now move up the “wish list” for possible consideration Properties chair
this year and beyond.

After some serious concerns about our present elevator/lift service in 2015 and into the first months of 2016,
the past 10 months have been uneventful. All scheduled inspections and routine maintenance have been
conducted according to our service agreement. The
partial overhaul and parts replacement completed in the
previous two years have set the stage for, we hope,
some trouble-free service into the foreseeable future.
Following major trimming of ornamental trees and bush-
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Faith Community Partnership
Making way for a new season

For seven years I
have enjoyed and been challenged by the call to instigate
meaningful collaboration in
St. Louis Park through the
ministry of Faith Community
Partnership (FCP). 2016 has
been a year of intentionality
for this ministry as we’ve worked to wind-down and
hand-off projects, commitments and leadership roles. A
year ago this fall, there were two big questions on the
table looking ahead to the final year of Faith Community
Partnership. 1) What new collaborative ministry might
be emerging in response to the needs of our SLP community? 2) Where am I personally being called in this
transition?
I am happy to share the unfolding answers to these two
questions as we enter into a new season – both in collaborative ministry in SLP and in my own life.
Flowing from the work and relationships of FCP, new
beginnings are emerging in an initiative called Partners
for a Strong Park – spearheaded by Derek Reise Burrows at STEP and Pr. Eric Hoffer at Prince of Peace,
working closely with leadership from the Meadowbrook
Collaborative, city of SLP & police department and the
SLP school district. I expect there will be more news to
come on this front as 2017 unfolds!
I am entering into a new season in life as well. I’ve chosen to grab the opportunity this transition has opened
up for me to stay home and pour my time and energy
into my family. William is 9 (going on 19) and always
keeping me on my toes. Logan is 5 and beginning his
school career as a kindergartner this fall. Marie turned 1
this summer and is the icing on the cake after much
waiting to round out our family. I am so grateful to take
this pause with my husband Nick and make our home
my main “ministry” context for the next few years.
On the horizon of this new season, I’ve done much re-
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flecting. The Faith Community Partnership is a ministry
that has taken on many forms over the years, but always with a heart centered on “our youth” here in SLP
and always with a vision for creative partnerships
across the community that function to move our youth
into better days and better worries. Here are a few of
the stories to celebrate….



Convened community leaders who
launched the Suburban Host Home Program



Partnered with STEP and StreetWorks on a
youth food pantry



Built stronger relationships between faith
community leaders through the Faith Community Table



Created Spark Mob after school program
with the library providing a safe space for
young women with opportunities to develop leadership skills



Provided pastoral care and community
support of schools during Park tragedies



Advocate for Treehouse services and
meals program



Convened community members to advocate for those whose housing was in jeopardy at Meadowbrook Manor – this helped
some families and individuals keep or extend their housing at Meadowbrook despite
policy changes and rent increases by new
management



Coordinated a Housing Resource Fair for
Meadowbrook residents at Union Congregational Church



Partnered with SLP service providers and
Westwood Lutheran Church to launch and
plan 4 Community Link events

This ministry would never have been dreamed up without the bold hearts of the leaders and members at Spirit
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of Christ Community Lutheran Church. It would not have been given the room to lay the groundwork for a new
SLP community collaboration without the support of Wooddale Lutheran Church in this final year of the ministry. And the stories of relationship, transformation, and stronger community would not be ours to tell without
the joint partnership of these two congregations over the last several years. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
Words of gratitude are quickly replaced by tears of joy when I allow myself to truly contemplate this amazing
journey and ministry made possible by all of you.
In gratitude and love,
Kristina Fruge
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A Message from the Bishop
Dear Friends in Christ,

At a recent gathering of retired
pastors, I asked par-

tively look for faithful pastors and deacons to serve in
our synod. We support leaders through mentoring, peer
groups, theological and spiritual growth. We provide
resources for elected congregational leaders, especially
through our staff's commitment to offer wise and swift
responses to the many resource requests we receive
each day.

The members of our synod staff spend much of their
time in congregations-preaching, installing new pastors
ticipants to share the
and deacons, and providing leadership in times of trannames of their home
congregations. After all sition: staff changes, call processes (of which our synthe introductions, I no- od had 34 in 2016), conflict situations, and strategic
ticed that every congre- planning. We also foster connections among ministries
gation named was one I and congregations, believing we are stronger together.
would love to attend -- Our relationships with our companion synods continue
to flourish. Next month I travel to Nigeria for the installawhere the Gospel is
proclaimed and the com- tion of the new Archbishop of the Lutheran Church of
Christ in Nigeria, the Rev. Musa Filibus. In May, I will be
munity is real.
in Leipzig for Germany's premiere observance of the
500th Anniversary of the ReforNothing gratifies a bishop more
mation.
Nothing gratifies a bishop
than seeing the vibrancy of the
synod's congregations. Our most more than seeing the vibranWe also have a distinctive focus
important goal as a synod staff is
to support and nurture life-giving cy of the synod's congrega- on worship. We both host and
provide funding for the Center for
communities of faith. And, yet, we tions...Thank you for being
Worship and Music, led by Jay
all know that a healthy congregation doesn't just magically appear; communities where lives are Beech, which "fosters imagination and creativity to make worit is a miraculous coming together healed and transformed
ship innovative and meaningful in
of gifts, talents, leaders, love, and
through
the
Gospel
shared
every time and culture." I invite
openness to the spirit. When a
you to its websynod is filled with such commu- in Word, Sacrament, and
site: worshipandmusic.org.
nities, our joy is clear, our gratibeloved
community.
tude is deep. Thank you for being
Our commitment to the care of
communities where lives are
creation grows -- and we delight
healed and transformed through
in the efforts of our synod's Ecothe Gospel shared in Word, Sacrament, and beloved
Faith
Network.
Together,
we worked to pass a resolution
community.
at the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly that will provide resources so every congregation knows the waterIn addition to our 147 congregations, the synod has
three new mission starts: Tapestry in Richfield, Inter- shed district in which it is located.
twine in Northeast Minneapolis, Tree of Life in the North
Loop. We have 268 pastors and deacons serving congregations (including 10 whom I was privileged to ordain in 2016), 71 serving in specialized ministries such
as chaplaincy, and 326 who are now retired and rostered in our synod.

At our 2016 synod assembly, we passed a resolution
asking each congregation to develop a mission statement on racial justice and appoint a person to serve as
racial justice liaison with the synod.

During that same assembly we approved a synodical
Much of the synod's work focuses on leaders. We ac- capital campaign feasibility study in conjunction with
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the ELCA churchwide campaign. Depending upon the study results, your synod council will decide whether to
launch a campaign. The focus will be on raising resources for those urgent mission priorities that we can only
do as church together.
We struggled some financially in FY 2015-16, receiving only 94% of our anticipated mission support from congregations. This meant that churchwide received 94% of what our synod pledged -- and the synod operated on
94% of budget. We are especially grateful to all who have faithfully supported the synod and churchwide through
their benevolence for FY 2016-17.
Thank you for the incredible privilege of serving as your bishop. I have such a deep sense of calling to this work,
such profound gratitude for the Minneapolis Area Synod, and such love for the Gospel-centered, thoughtful, and
welcoming work we do as the ELCA. Please let us know how we can serve one another better -- working together so all experience gracious invitation into life-giving Christian community and live in just and healthy neighborhoods.
Bishop Ann Svennungsen
Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA
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Finances
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Financial Secretary’s Report
First off, THANK YOU to everyone who gives of your time, talent, and treasure to support the mission of
Spirit of Christ. There is so much good that we do!
This report is focused on the weekly offering which helps pay our general expenses. Special giving to specific
missions is not included, nor is in-kind financial support.
In 2016, 63 individual members/families gave funds to support our general operations. This is down from 73
(14%) last year. However, our weekly offering only decreased 3.6% from last year as average giving increased.

Our average regular contributions (not including special giving): $ 1,298.33
This is up 12% from last year.
Giving online was a focus for this year and we now have around 7 individual members/families regularly giving online (13%).

2016 Budget Actual: $118,627
2016 Regular Contributions: $81,795
When you compare our actual spend in 2016 to our giving through weekly offering, about 2/3 of our budget
is covered with regular giving! THANK YOU!
Respectfully Submitted,
Anne M. Kraft
SOC Financial Secretary
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Balances:

Benevolence

Office

Properties

Worship & Music

517
1,000
208
417
$2,142
42
125
17
$183
300

0
821
140
615
$1,576
104
64
0
$168
900

Utilities:
Snowplowing:
Maint & Supplies:
Supplies:
Equipment:
Postage:
Total Office:
Mpls Synod:

$72,874 Other Funds

Checking Acct:

$11,667

$17,844
$16,858

Total General Fund Balnce

($986)

$56,016

YTD General Fund
Net Activity:

$124,132

Recd Y-T-D

$118,627

3,600

$1,942

193

1,033

716

$18,721

2,577

1,120

10,296

4,729
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0
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2,500
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$3,104
$5,718
$47,194
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Proposed 2017 Budget
2017 Proposed Budget Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church

2016 actual
spending

Pastor

Proposed
2016 Budget 2017budget

2% salary
inc

Salary Totals:

46,289

52,718 47,215

FICA Allowance Totals:

3,538

4,033 3,609

71

Pension & Insurance Totals:

7,225

8,150 7,370

145

PastorsTotal:

$57,051

Admin Assistant

Salary:

8,228

7,878 8,393

165

Music Director

Salary:

16,391

16,402 16,719

328

Janitor

Salary:

5,000

Pulpit Supply

Salary:

450

Sub-organist

Salary:

1,000

Supt Staff Total:

$31,069

Church Share Supt Staff FICA:

630

587 625

Pastors Educ.:

335

800 800

Total Personnel:

$89,085
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$64,900 58,193
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6,000 600 600
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$31,580 26,711

2,775

$97,867 86,330
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Operations

Education:
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750 800

Evangelism:

328

800 500
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0

300 300

Software/Hardware:

157

1,500 1,000

Finance:

677

500 500

Youth:
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500 500

Fellowship/Membership/Active
Adults:

84
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Misc:
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250 650
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$2,806
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1,717

Bulletins:

0

Total W&M:

$2,472

$2,400 2,600

Insurance:

4,729
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10,296

12,000 11,000
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1,120

2,500 2,500
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600 800
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0-

6,240

Cleaning
Maint & Supplies:

2,577

Total Prop:

$18,721
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Office

Benevolence

500 750

Supplies:

716

Equipment:

1,033

Postage:

193

Total Office:

$1,942

$2,200 2,050

Mpls Synod:

3,600

3,600 3,600

Total Expenses:

$118,627

1,500 1,100
200 200

$136,917 125,170

Receipts
2016 Actuals 2016 budget Required for 2017
$124,132
$140,000
$126,000
Notes
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Trust Fund Statement
Trust Fund Statement for 2016
Fund principle as of 12/31/15 $25,315.09
Fund interest earned as of 12/31/15 $82.07
Service Fee* ($10.00)
Fund balance as of 12/31/15 $25,387.16

Interest earned in 2016 $2.54
Fund contributions in 2016 ($0.00)
Disbursements in 2016 ($0.00)
Fund balance as of 12/31/16 $25,389.70
Total interest earned as of 12/31/16 ($84.61)
Fund principle as of 12/31/16 $25,305.09
* - this service fee has been refunded as of January 11, 2017

Trust Fund Committee
Bob King, Trust Fund Treasurer
Glen Soderberg, Trust Fund Chair
Barb Endres, Trust Fund Secretary
Dave Latvala, Trust Fund Committee Member
Matt Klinkhammer, Trust Fund Committee Member
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We believe in God, the creator of life and the giver of all good gifts.
We believe in Jesus the Christ, the one who defeated death and arose to
new life.
We believe in the Holy spirit, the spirit of truth that lives in us even today.
We believe in the church, the caring community that carries on the work of
Jesus in the world.
We know that God loves us, and we are unafraid.
We believe in new life, both in this world and in the world to come.
We face the future without fear.
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5801 Minnetonka Blvd.
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
infosoccommunity@gmail.com
spiritofchristcommunity.org
(952) 929-6465
Interim Pastor: Molly Brown
(952) 929-6465 pastorsocclc@gmail.com
Parish Administrator: Dennis Sanders
(952) 929-6465 infosoccommunity@gmail.com
Organist and Choir Director: Steve Stucki
(612) 240-8324 stevestucki@hotmail.com
Parish Nurse: Renee Compo
952-546-4889 reneebcompo@msn.com
Congregation President: Bret Hanson
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