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The Monthly Newsletter from Spirit of Christ

Journey of Promises
Spirit of Christ’s Choir Lifts Their Voices
High for the Annual Christmas Contata
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Community News
BirdFeeder Donations

Active Adults for February

Active adults meets the third Thursday of the month
with potluck at 1. Join us for lunch and conservaFebruary’s food donations will be taken to SLP
tion on February 16.
Bird Feeder. Check out their website http://

theslpbirdfeeder.weebly.com/ to learn more
about this student-run organization at the high
school. This organization’s goal is to provide well
Prayer Shawl Group
rounded meals for weekends to the students
Prayer shawl group will now meet the who need some extra help. Consider making the
third Thursday of each month at 7 pm. The next students at SLP High School your valentines!

event will take place February 16th.
come .

Share the Spirit Sunday

All are wel- Recommended items are those types of meals

that do not need the use of a stove or oven. It
also helps if the meal choices do not require
many outside ingredients and could be made in
their packages. Bring your donations through
How can you February 26th to help them meet the needs of
our neighbors.

share the Spirit? While sharing can take
MANY forms,
one opportunity we have every 3rd Sunday
of the month is to contribute to the "Share the Spirit"
fund. These donations are used in many ways: to
support the shelter meals, TreeHouse, special requests from STEP or Bird Feeder and our
363days.org sandwich making project.

Top Ten Items to Donate
Canned Fruits

Snacks

Microwavable Meals

Canned Meat

Bread/ Tortillas

Rice

Nutritional drinks/
Bottled water
Jelly
Pasta Sauce
Backpacks
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Our Saviour’s Shelter Meals for
Men’s Group Forming
February/March
Join us
on Saturday
February 11
f o r
breakfast
at
the shelter. We
will be serving up French toast, bacon, pork
links, turkey sausage, fruit, juice and milk. We
can use grocery fund donations to cover meal
costs of approximately $50 and also cans of coffee or tea bags.
If you would like to join us to serve the meal or
make a donation, talk to Carolee or Mark at
church, email c-cohe@umn.edu or call 952-9355608.
On Friday, March 10th, Spirit of Christ will serve
dinner at the shelter. We will be serving baked
chicken, stuffing, gravy, green bean casserole,
rolls, milk, lemonade and dessert. Right now, we
need grocery fund donations to cover meal costs
and we can use homemade desserts and coffee
or tea donations. If you would like to join us to
serve the meal or make a donation, talk to Carolee or Mark at church, email c-cohe@umn.edu or
call 952-935-5608.

If interested in participating in the men's group
for supper please talk to Mark Cohen or Bret
Hanson.

Day Camp 2017
Another week of Day Camp is in the planning
stages, which is set this year for August 21-25. If
you would like to help plan, please talk to Nancy
Malone.

Get involved with Social Action!
The Social Action team (aka SOC SAC) welcomes everyone in the congregation to join us to
plan and organize mission and social action
events. This could be an ongoing activity or a
one-time commitment. Talk to anyone on the Social Action Team: (Mark or Carolee Cohen,
Wendi Harmsen, Pat Latvala, Deb Schmitz, Joanne Stone or Jeanne Worm) if you want to help!

STEP Empty Bowls Event
Food insecurity is a reality in our community. Please
join us and show your commitment to eliminating
hunger in St. Louis Park.
Community members of all ages are invited to join
together for a simple meal of soup and bread pro-

The children and youth of
Spirit of Christ came together
to present the annual Christmas Pageant on December
11.
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vided by local
restaurants for
lunch
on
(11:30-1:30) or
dinner (5:007:30) on March
9th. The event,
taking place at
Westwood Lutheran Church, will include music entertainment
and children’s activities. Participants will receive
a handmade pottery bowl to take home as a reminder of empty bowls in our community. No
tickets or reservations are required. A free-will
donation will benefit the programs of the St. Louis Park Emergency Program.

to purchase fresh produce, meat and more at a
cost lower than the grocery stores! There is no
need to register and is open to EVERYONE regardless of financial situation. The more people
who participate, the more savings are passed on
to customers.

Fare For All accepts cash, credit, debit, and EBT
cards. Fare for All is a pop-up location in St.
Louis Park at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church (8115 State Hwy 7) one time each month.
The next date is Wednesday February 15. All of
the SLP 2017 dates (which is usually the third
Wednesday of the month) can be found at the
Fare for All website, http://bit.ly/2kKSmeU. To
learn more about Fare for All go to fareforall.org.
Each year, STEP serves approximately four thou- We highly encourage you to give it a try and
sand St. Louis Park residents with nutritional sup- spread the word to your friends and neighbors!
port, clothing, transportation, and emergency
rental assistance. STEP has been empowering
lives and restoring hope in the city for forty years.
You can also volunteer to help with this event by Blood Drive
contacting STEP’s Volunteer Coordinator, Allison
Bittner at allison@stepslp.org or by phone at 952
-925-4899. You might recognize a member of
SOC as one of the volunteers serving at last
year’s Empty Bowls event!
Westwood Lutheran Church is located at 9001
Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426.

Fare For All

Memorial Blood Centers is having a community
blood drive at Spirit of Christ on Monday, February 27th from 3:00-6:30pm. You can sign up to
donate by contacting Jeanne Worm at 952-4512764.
Have you heard about the great food purchasing
program we have in St. Louis Park called Fare
For All?
It is a non-profit, community-supported program
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Partners for a Strong Park Valentines Concert
Partners for a Strong Park (P4SP) is a community-wide effort to celebrate the dignity of everyone in St. Louis Park and work together for the sake of the social and
e
c
o
n
o
m
i
c
wellness of every resident. Westwood Lutheran is hosting a special Valentines
Concert with the Dolce Quartet as a fundraiser for P4SP. This concert is presented in the unparalleled acoustics of Wooddale Lutheran's sanctuary ensuring a
classical music experience that will not soon be forgotten. Come and hear the
music on Sunday, February 12 at 4PM. Admission is free, but donations will be
accepted for Partners for a Strong Park. If you have any questions about P4SP,
please contact Pastor Eric Hoffer at ehoffer@popslp.org .

Partners for a Strong Park: a faith community invitation
What is Partners for a Strong Park?
Partners for a Strong Park (P4SP) is a community-wide
effort to celebrate the dignity of everyone in St. Louis
Park and work together for the sake of the social and
economic wellness of every resident.
Why is this important?
Despite a rich and wonderful community in SLP, there
continue to be gaps in meeting the needs of our community members, especially the most vulnerable
amongst us. Given the present climate of division and
anger that surrounds us, we believe the need to unify
and collaborate in service and leadership is more important than ever.
How will we work towards the stated goals?

guiding and shaping this project. Your financial contribution will go paying the consultant and associated administrative costs.
How much money do we need for this project?

We estimate the total cost of this project to be nearly
$20,000. We invite the faith community to boldly commit
to supporting half of these costs—totaling $10,000.
What can you do, specifically?



Give to P4SP from your congregation’s benevolence
dollars



Make a gift to P4SP from a memorial fund



Host an event with a free-will offering for P4SP



Donate the loose offering from a worship service to
P4SP

People from all sectors of the community will gather in
intentional conversation to determine how we can best
 Consider building P4SP into your 2017 budget
collaborate for the sake of our city. We began with a
steering committee, will grow with key stakeholders, and How does this help your congregation?
should become a formalized collaborative of community.
P4SP provides infrastructure for and opportunity to be
How can you support this project?
shaped by the voice of the people, share how our faith
speaks to a hopeful vision for the future of our city, and
We invite you to pray for this work and send leadership
come together in unity for the sake of God’s work in the
when we enter the “key stakeholder” phase. Mainly,
world.
though, please consider financially supporting P4SP.
If you have any questions,please contact Pastor Eric
What will the money go to?
Hoffer at ehoffer@popslp.org.
We are utilizing the services of a talented consultant in
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A Decade of Beautiful Music
Spirit of Christ celebrated Music Director’s Steve
Stucki 10 year ministry at the church on January
22. Happy 10 year anniversary to our wonderful
organist, Steve!! Thank you for a decade of
music and all the hard work you put in to make
everything look so easy!

Youth Lock-in Weekend
Martin Luther King weekend was a big weekend
for our SOC youth! They not only served dinner at
Our Saviour's on Friday, but on Martin Luther
King Day they ended their lock in with a trip to
MIA for the Martin Luther exhibit. We're so glad
they got to spend time together this weekend
and share the SOC love with the community!
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Calendar
Wed Feb 1, 2017
6:30pm - 8pm Choir Rehearsal in Sanctuary
Thu Feb 2, 2017
7pm - 8pm Narcotics Anonymous
Fri Feb 3, 2017

Fri Feb 17, 2017
7am - 8am NA
7:30pm - 9pm Desire AA

7am - 8am NA
7:30pm - 9pm Desire AA
Sun Feb 5, 2017

Sun Feb 19, 2017
All day Share the Spirit Sunday
9am - 10am Sunday School
10am - 11am Worship
11am - 11:30am Fellowship

9am - 10am Sunday School
10am - 11am Worship
11am - 11:30am Fellowship
Mon Feb 6, 2017
6:30pm - 8pm CYF
7pm - 8:30pm Boy Scout Meeting in Fellowship Hall
Tue Feb 7, 2017

Mon Feb 20, 2017
Presidents' Day
7pm - 8:30pm Boy Scout Meeting

5:30pm - 7pm Women's AA

Tue Feb 21, 2017

Thu Feb 9, 2017

5:30pm - 7pm Women's AA

7pm - 8:30pm Church Council
7pm - 8pm Narcotics Anonymous
Fri Feb 10, 2017

Thu Feb 23, 2017
7pm - 8pm Narcotics Anonymous
Fri Feb 24, 2017
7am - 8am NA
7:30pm - 9pm Desire AA

7am - 8am NA
7:30pm - 9pm Desire AA
Sat Feb 11, 2017
5:30am - 7:30am Shelter Breakfast

Sun Feb 26, 2017

Sun Feb 12, 2017

9am - 10am Sunday School
10am - 11am Worship
11am - 11:30am Fellowship

9am - 10am Sunday School
10am - 11am Worship
11am - 11:30am Fellowship
Mon Feb 13, 2017

Mon Feb 27, 2017

7pm - 8:30pm Boy Scout Meeting in Fellowship Hall
7pm - 8pm Call Committee
Tue Feb 14, 2017

3pm - 6:30pm Blood Drive
7pm - 8:30pm Boy Scout Meeting

5:30pm - 7pm Women's AA
Wed Feb 15, 2017

Tue Feb 28, 2017
5pm - 8pm Lions Club
5:30pm - 7pm Women's AA

Newsletter Deadline
Thu Feb 16, 2017
1pm-2pm Active Adults
7pm - 9pm Men's Group
7pm - 8pm Narcotics Anonymous
7pm - 9pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
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Serving in February
Usher Team

Powerpoint
Operators

Lector

February

5

2

Jeanne Worm

LeRoy Murray

Sandy Willis

Renee Compo

February

12

3

Jeanne Worm

Bret Hanson

Bret Hanson

Michelle Patter-

February
February

19

4

Carolee Cohen Tommy Guddal

Jeanne Worm

Carolee Cohen

26

5

Jeanne Worm

Anne Kraft

5801 Minnetonka Blvd.
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
infosoccommunity@gmail.com
(952) 929-6465
Interim Pastor: Molly Brown

(952) 929-6465 pastorsocclc@gmail.com
Church Office: Dennis Sanders
(952) 929-6465 infosoccommunity@gmail.com

Dina Strachota

Add Your Event to Church
Announcements!
If you would like to add something to the Sunday
morning announcements, weekly email update, or
monthly newsletter, please contact our office
(contact info below). Weekly information must be
received by Monday morning to be included in
Wednesday's email and Sunday morning's announcement slides. Info for the September newsletter must be received by November 25th. You can
also contact the office if you'd like to be added to
the
mailing
list
or
you
can
visit spiritofchristcommunity.org/newsletter to sign up
for our mailing list or to view past newsletters.

Parish Nurse: Renee Compo
952-546-4889 reneebcompo@msn.com
Congregation President: Bret Hanson
Choir Director: Steve Stucki
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