
ABRAHAM: Part 2

DISCUSSION

Read: Genesis 12:4-20

1. Jeremy quoted from Thomas Cahill, who suggests that 
Abraham's "yes" is more than a move to a new town, it is 
a significant investment and belief in the future. Does this 
idea change or inform the way you read through the 
Abraham story this time? 

(Cahill’s premise is that ancient cultures believed 
that life was a cycle. The same thing over and over 
like the seasons, but Abraham trusts God to 
believe in something new - see quote on the next 
page)

2. This week we talked about the idea that blessing 
comes with responsibility. How have you experienced 

using your blessings in this way? Do you feel responsible 
for what you’ve been given/earned?

3. Can you make a distinction of some things in life that 
you view as what you HAVE to do and what things you 
would feel you GET to do? 

4. Can you think of moments or seasons in your life when 
you've waited on specific directions from God, even 
though you may have already been given a direction? 
Can you share them, or looking back, can you notice the 
differences? 

5. On his journey in the right direction, Abraham still got 
something wrong. God lets us make mistakes. How do 
you think we can recognize and then recover when made 
a wrong choice while still on going the correct direction?

QUOTES

“Abraham went” are two of the boldest words in all 
literature. They signal a complete departure from 
everything that has gone before. Out of ancient humanity, 
which knows in its bones that all striving must end in 
death, comes a leader who says he has been given an 
impossible promise. A dream of something new, 
something better, something yet to happen, something – 
in the future. 
In every other ancient society, Abraham would have been 
given the same advice, do not journey but sit; compose 
yourself by the river of life, meditate on its ceaseless and 
meaningless flow… but Abraham went. 
	 Thomas Cahill 



TAKE AWAY

Reflect on what steps you might need to take (of your 
own choice) in order to head in the direction God has 
called you?


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS CHURCH

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• BACKSTORY - A backstory is the history behind the 
story; the past behind the settings, characters, and 
events of a main story. “Backstory” at Commons takes 
us into the history of Christianity and the biblical texts to 
help us understand why and how we exist today. 

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 
Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch

instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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