
Part 1 - April 30th, 2017

SYNOPSIS:

Last year we opened the book of Romans and worked our 
way through chapters 1 and 2, and now we continue through 
this letter together. 
This is the starting point that Paul lays out in in the opening 
chapters of Romans, and which now provides for us the 
foundation for what follows over the next several weeks:

Paul has a history as a fundamentalist zealot Pharisee
who has a radical encounter with the story of Jesus that 
changes everything for him. This same Jesus reveals the 
faithfulness of God - that God never for a moment intended 
to leave us on our own. And that because he loves us so 
deeply he is fiercely committed to the destruction of all that 
destroys us. 

Yes - Romans is a heavy letter, and it is full of some heavy 
theology will that take some heavy work from us to unpack, 
but at its core, this letter is an inspired attempt to make 
sense of the mystery of God’s grace extended to us in Jesus. 

So as we prepare to dive back in this year may you come to 
know who you are in the light of God’s love:  

a lowly slave to the greatest story ever told
and at the same time
a royal messenger of all the good unleashed in us through it. 

 
READ: Romans 1:1-7, Acts 9:1-31  
 
QUESTIONS:

1. Were you around Commons for the first Romans section 
last year? If so, do you remember about the series? If not, 
what do you know or think about this book?  

2. Can you think of any ways the western church has 
inappropriately claimed persecution? Where do you think this 
comes from? How do you think we can counter this? 

3. How do you introduce yourself to new people? Do you 
lead with your job, or your family, or your purpose in life?
   
4. Jeremy mentioned that what often frustrates people
is that Paul uses a lot of different metaphors and it can be 
really hard to make all of the different angles fit together 
perfectly - but that the reality is they aren’t intended to.  
Paul is not a systematic theologian they way we sometimes 
want him to be - he is a Jewish teacher who is very 
comfortable mixing his metaphors. Have you ever struggled 
with reconciling any of Paul’s metaphors? 

5. We have mentioned this idea in the past - but Paul also 
never says that God’s wrath is directed at us - he says God’s 
wrath is directed at what hurts us. Do you agree, or what do 
you think of this idea in understanding God’s wrath?



NEW GROUP MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
 
It’s pretty fun that Commons is still growing. This also means 
that our number of home groups is growing - as of today we 
have 27 groups with about 300 people in them. As the staff 
look to be able to do pastoral care well, we will be leaning a 
little more on home groups and their leaders. Your care and 
leadership for the people in your group is already one of the 
most valuable things we have going for us as a church. 

What we are looking to do moving forward is using Planning 
Center Groups to help keep better track of who is involved in 
home groups. What this means for you is that we need to 
have you track who is in/out and attending your group via 
your group page - this way we as pastors know who we 
might need to follow up with. 
With this many people attending groups, your helping this 
way will really streamline and help make pastoral care more 
immediate and effective for everyone who calls Commons 
“home.”  
 
Here’s what’s next (and what I’ll be harassing you about as 
we move toward getting this set up completely): 
 
Follow this link (www.commons.churchcenteronline.com/
groups) to the groups page for all the Commons Home 
Groups, and click on your group. Make sure the list of who is 
in your group is correct, and update if necessary - we might 
not have all the correct information. 
- set up your location (or your usual spot if you rotate) 
- set up your regular meeting schedule/events - this will 
allow you to begin tracking attendance
 
 
 
 

Once this is done, each time you have an “event” or get 
together with your group, you’ll be able to click on the event 
(this can be done on your phone too) and choose to take 
attendance.  
 
This seems like a long way to go from where we are now, 
where we haven’t asked much of you other than being 
yourselves and caring for those that have come your way 
into your group. As I said before, we’re not trying to over-
control anything in this regard, we are really looking toward 
best practices for caring for an already large and still growing 
church.  
 
If you need any help getting this set up, please let me know! 
Thanks for doing everything you already do! 

joel@commons.church  
587.225.0255
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