
Part 2 - May 7, 2017

SYNOPSIS:
This week we picked up new material in Romans, beginning 
with the first eight verses of chapter three. And at first pass, 
much of what we read feels a little cryptic! What’s Paul 
talking about?
Well, it’s important to remember that he just spent much of 
chapter two making the case that Jew and Gentile alike has 
the capacity to do good in the world… to be righteous. And 
he’s tried to make it clear that his Jewish compatriots don’t 
get special privilege by practicing circumcision while 
simultaneously being immoral or unethical. 
So, Paul starts chapter three with a few rhetorical questions. 
The first inquires what advantage there is in being Jewish 
given that everyone has a capacity for grace…and everyone 
thinks he’s going to say ‘Nothing!’ But he doesn’t. 
He asserts that the Jews have every advantage because 
they’ve received the oracles of God… that God has long 
been revealing himself. And this idea should give us pause, 
and encourage us to reflect on how God has been at work in 
our stories. How we have encountered His persistent and yet 
tender pressing into our lives. 

Paul observes that some Jews have not been faithful in 
response to God’s faithfulness, and his second question 
queries whether human inconsistency limits God’s ability to 
do good in the world. He responds with a strong rejection of 
this idea, and asserts (using Psalm 51) that God is faithful to 
us in our personal mistakes… and that His faithfulness will 
prevail in renewing all things.
 
READ: Romans 3:1-8, Psalm 51 (verse 4 specifically) 
 
QUESTIONS:

1. In Paul's letter to the Jews in Rome, he says the advantage of 
being Jewish is that Jews have been entrusted with the very words 
of God. Scott went on to describe the things he has been 
entrusted with - do you have a sense of what God has entrusted to 
you?
 
2. Paul pushed back against an argument that if our sinfulness 
enhances God's righteousness, and brings glory to Him, we 
should not be condemned for our sin. Have you ever tried to justify 
unkind actions that somehow led to a good outcome? 

3. Scott summarized Paul's words by saying in spite of our 
failures, God will prevail, and even in our brokenness God invites 
us to participate in his renewing work. How does that description 
mesh with your previous understanding of our role in God's 
redemptive work?  
 
4. Do you think you have a different responsibility if you have been 
in relationship with Jesus for a longer time in your life?  
 
5. Scott shared about a moment where, through video, he saw 
himself in a moment where his weakness was evident and he was 
confronted with the reality of that weakness. Have you ever had a 
similar type of interpersonal confrontation? How did you work 
through the shame? 



NEW GROUP MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
 
It’s pretty fun that Commons is still growing. This also means 
that our number of home groups is growing - as of today we 
have 27 groups with about 300 people in them. As the staff 
look to be able to do pastoral care well, we will be leaning a 
little more on home groups and their leaders. Your care and 
leadership for the people in your group is already one of the 
most valuable things we have going for us as a church. 

What we are looking to do moving forward is using Planning 
Center Groups to help keep better track of who is involved in 
home groups. What this means for you is that we need to 
have you track who is in/out and attending your group via 
your group page - this way we as pastors know who we 
might need to follow up with. 
With this many people attending groups, your helping this 
way will really streamline and help make pastoral care more 
immediate and effective for everyone who calls Commons 
“home.”  
 
Here’s what’s next (and what I’ll be harassing you about as 
we move toward getting this set up completely): 
 
Follow this link (www.commons.churchcenteronline.com/
groups) to the groups page for all the Commons Home 
Groups, and click on your group.You’ll get an email login 
request and then be able to login.  
From there, make sure the list of who is in your group is 
correct, and update if necessary - we might not have all the 
correct information. 
- set up your location (or your usual spot if you rotate) 
- set up your regular meeting schedule/events - this will 
allow you to begin tracking attendance

 
 
 
Once this is done, each time you have an “event” or get 
together with your group, you’ll be able to click on the event 
(this can be done on your phone too) and choose to take 
attendance.  
 
This seems like a long way to go from where we are now, 
where we haven’t asked much of you other than being 
yourselves and caring for those that have come your way 
into your group. As I said before, we’re not trying to over-
control anything in this regard, we are really looking toward 
best practices for caring for an already large and still growing 
church.  
 
If you need any help getting this set up, please let me know! 
Thanks for doing everything you already do! 

joel@commons.church  
587.225.0255
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