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SYNOPSIS:
Paul is fired up here again and he wants to make a big point. In 
fact, this point is so important to Paul that all of chapter 4 is going 
to be one big example of this point here:

you don't do good things to earn God’s love—
you do good things —because you come to realize you are loved

He has touched on this earlier in chapter but now Paul wants to 
make the point and drive it home. He wants to tell us that what 
Jesus has shown him is that this was always the case all along - 
even if we didn't always fully recognize it.
The whole jewish story is not that God gave them some rules
and they followed them really well and God loved them for it.
In fact most of the Jewish story is about how they were terrible at 
following the rules and they kept getting themselves in trouble 
and they kept crying out… and God still kept rescuing them. 
The entire national story of Israel was “God loved us first; that’s 
why we follow him.

And now Paul is saying that because Jesus has come and finally 
been faithful to the story of God in a way that no Israelite was ever 

able to do - even to the point of giving his life for others - that the 
Old Testament story has been completed and expanded to all 
peoples the way it was always meant to be. 

For Paul the fundamental principle remains the same:
you do good, not to get in. You do good because you have been 
welcomed in. 
The heart of the gospel Paul wants to invite us into is that you will 
never be able to earn your place at God’s table - but once you 
realize you are welcome you will never be able to live like your 
aren’t. 

READ: Romans 3:27-31, Deuteronomy 6:4-6
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. We mentioned this week that some of us may be struggling with 
an in-depth theological series like this while others are finding it 
really engaging - where are you at with this series?

2. Are there any ways (past or present) that your faith background 
made you feel like the law and faith were at odds? 

3. We said that Paul sees Jesus as the culmination or completion 
of the Hebrew story/Old Testament narrative - do you agree? Why 
or why not? 

4. What do you think of covenantal nomism - where relationship 
and trust come first (the foundation) and law and obedience come 
second (the natural, normal response to grace)? Have you heard 
of it before? Do you think it works?

5. Can you think of a “6th sense” moment in your life - where you 
learned or realized something that helped you interpret why or 
how something else happened in the past?
 



 
BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God’s righteousness has been shown to us in Christ’s 
faithfulness. Our salvation is learning to trust in that.

So if you find yourself struggling with old patterns and habits 
that you know are destructive and unhealthy, and you know 
that was part of an old life that you don't want to go back to 
but you’re not sure how to make changes…

or if you find yourself frustrated by the fact that change is 
hard, and you keep seeing that old you pop up in the 
mirror…

here’s what we think Paul would say to you:

Work hard and don’t give up.
But put your trust in the fact you are already loved more 
deeply than you can possibly imagine. 
 
Once you allow that acceptance to sink somewhere deep 
into your bones it will inevitably find it’s way out through your 
life over time.  
 
God - you are always more gracious than we expect you to 
be.  

God - you are always more gracious than we expect you to 
be.  

God - you are always more gracious than we expect you to 
be.  
 
Amen
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