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SYNOPSIS:
Romans chapter 4 is sort of a case study for the arguments Paul 
has been building in chapter 3. Paul wants to say “Let me tell you 
a story because everything I’ve been arguing for here is actually 
there in our shared scriptures if you’re willing to look for it.”
  
Paul uses the story of Abraham from Genesis to make a series of 
arguments that help make his point. It is fascinating to see how 
Paul thinks, especially when he reads the Hebrew scriptures, 
because Paul is going to make 5 argument for why the story of 
Abraham was always meant to point to Jesus. 

Point 1: Biblical - God is saying ‘your trust in me is enough’. 
Point 2: Hermeneutical - not only do we read what’s on the page,
we have try to understand how these audiences read what was on 
their pages. 
Point 3: Historical - just as Paul has been arguing, obedience was 
always a response to the love we received from God.
Point 4: Logical - Abraham is the Father of the jews in the flesh - 
but, logically, if he is the father of many nations he must also be 
our father in deeper more spiritual way: he is our father in faith. 

Point 5: Experiential - that heart of the Christian story is still and 
forever will be this dynamic encounter with the divine. 
Abraham had it. You and I have it. 
And for all his arguments, for all his scriptural dexterity and 
remarkable memory, Paul knows that he has had it. 

For Paul, faith is still all about that moment where he met Christ on 
the road to Damascus… the moment where he learned that the 
large story of God was also the small story of his journey toward 
the divine…

READ: Romans 4
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Have you been to the Commons stampede breakfast? Are 
you helping out this year? sleazy question, I know ;)

2. We celebrated Pentecost this week, and Jeremy drew 
attention to Pentecost being an affirmation that the 
powerless and marginalized also get a voice. In what 
communities/relationships that you are a part of does your 
voice need to be a little quieter? Louder?

3. How does the Holy Spirit factor into your understanding of 
God? Is there a hierarchy in your Trinity? How does your 
understanding of the presence of the spirit play out in your 
faith? 

4. Which of Paul's arguments about Abraham pointing 
towards Jesus resonated most with you (biblical, 
hermeneutic, historical, logical and experiential)? 

5. What's the biggest take-away for you from the Romans 
series?  



 
BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

One of the central motifs of the pentecost story is that 
the ignored 
and the undervalued
the discarded and the voiceless -
those outcasts who follow Jesus…
are now given a platform through the spirit of God

They are empowered to speak their truth and tell their story.
And that story, when connected to the risen Christ, transforms the 
world. 
 
 
 
On this day of pentecost
where we celebrate the new normal
and we enter into ordinary time together

might we come to know 
that our experience of God’s love is real — and powerful
and something no-one can ever separate from us —

because the spirit is within each of us even now — offering God’s 
righteousness for us to trust  
 
Amen
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