
Series: Romans 
Week 1  
Read: Acts 9:1-31

Summary: 
We re-enter the book of Romans for the third year. This week 
we recapped some of where we’ve been and talked more 
about Paul and some of his personal context.  
Romans as a text kind of drops us into the middle of Paul’s 
career, but understanding Paul as a character with a 
backstory is an essential part of reading his words. 

Paul went from persecutor and supporter of violence against 
the Jews to leader and evangelist of the budding new 
Christian church. It was not a smooth transition, and his 
personality still remained, but we can see that Paul was 
welcomed into a transformative relationship with Jesus and it 
forever changed him and the world. 
And sometimes we may forget to have grace for those who 
wrote the scriptures for us… remember we can’t expect and 
we don’t need Paul to be perfect for us. What we need is for 
Paul to point us to Jesus. 
And the more we get to know Paul, the more we might sense 
his utter devotion to this Jesus who has completely 
reinvented his life. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. Do you volunteer anywhere else around Commons? Why 
or why not? Have you found that it has helped you get 
connected further into community? 

2. Over time, what is something on which your views have 
radically changed? (political affiliations, how to raise kids, the 
role of the church, etc.)  
 
3. Are there moments in your life that have served as 
confrontations, where you have been shaken out of a path or 
direction you were sure was right?   

4. Did anything that was said this week make you think 
differently about God or about yourself?   

5. What are some of the voices that have helped name you 
and shape you?  
 
6. Do you feel like you have ever heard God calling your 
name? What was that experience? If you haven’t 
experienced that, what do you imagine it would be like?
 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God, 
we pause as we begin today - to welcome your spirit 
once again into our conversation. 

We hope that you might take words written thousands of 
years ago, words that have been debated and dissected 
and scrutinized for millennia, 
and you might make them come alive for us in these 
moments. 
Might we come to see our brother Paul with fresh eyes
and through compassionate hearts. 
Might we perhaps see ourselves in spaces we have not 
noticed before. 

And in all this
might we encounter you through Paul. 

In his imagination might we sense your spirit, and in his 
words might we understand your grace.  

We trust that you are present in all things. 

Amen. 


