
Series: When in Rome III 
Week 3  
Read: Romans 5:12-21  
 
SUMMARY:

We are three weeks into our series on the book of Romans, 
and last week we looked at the beginning of chapter 5. We 
saw how Paul emphasizes that we are justified through the 
faithfulness and grace of Jesus, and therefore even in our 
darkest and most painful places we can marvel at this divine 
love. 

Now, in the second half of this chapter, Paul goes on to say 
that despite the sin and brokenness present in and all around 
us, there is hope and healing available to us through Christ. 
Everything has been marred by sin, but at the same time, 
everything is being reconciled to God. 

This week we spent time talking about how that which leads 
to life will inevitably overcome that which leads to death. 
Although the influence of sin runs deep throughout our world, 
the result of Christ’s faithfulness invites us all into abundant 
life. Where our hurt and brokenness increase, grace 
increases all the more. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Why is it sometimes difficult to accept generosity and 
grace from others? 

2. What is your understanding of the word grace?
 
3. Is there a relationship in your life that has taught you about 
the nature of grace? Who was it with? What did it teach you? 

4. What do you think of the idea that God’s goodness and 
grace are at the core of who we are? How should this inform 
the way we think of ourselves and of others?

5. Recall verses 18 and 19. Who does the work of Christ 
seem to be for? What is the outcome of what Christ did?
 
6. In this passage, Paul draws a parallel between Adam and 
the person of Jesus. How do you think Jesus completes the 
image of God that Adam was created to be?

7. Paul makes a clear distinction between condemnation and 
justification. How are these things different, and why do you 
think is it important for Paul to make that difference clear? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of infinite love, 

Might we recognize that even in our darkest moments— 
moments of hurt and despair— you are present. 

You remind us that it’s okay to be weak, 
It’s okay to need help, 
It’s even okay to despair for a season, 
because you are at work rebuilding hope in and through us 
to the world. 

As that hope returns in small steps 
and glimpses of beauty,  
in quiet moments of tender surrender, 
might we then begin to partner with your story— bringing 
grace and peace to those we encounter. 
	 	 	 
So where we need hope today 
might we sense your breath in our lungs. 

Where we sense hope today 
may we offer that presence to others. 

Might even the most distant hope begin to turn into an 
imagination for all things renewed. 

Amen. 


