
Series: When in Rome III
Week 4  

Read: Romans 5:20-6:18  
 
SUMMARY: 

In Romans 5 Paul talked about the concept of sin— the thing 
that causes us to miss God’s presence in the world. Sin 
doesn’t set God against us, it causes us to think that we are 
independent from the God who loves us.

This week, as we moved into chapter 6, we saw how Paul 
explores the relationship between grace, and how we live in 
the world. Paul uses baptism to describe leaving our old life 
behind to move onto something new. And this process of 
leaving— of leaving behind old habits, harmful tendencies, 
and things that pull us away from love— this is only 
significant if we are also moving towards faithfulness. And, 
although death and pain is still present all around us, we can 
know that death is not all that it claims to be. We may still slip 
into old habits, and we will certainly continue to make 
mistakes, but we can be assured that death will not have the 
final word. Living a new life is not about perfection, it is about 
living in the love that Christ offers to all of us.    

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What is the biggest change or transition you’ve 
experienced in the past ten years?

2. What do you think the significance of baptism is? What 
does baptism symbolize, and how is baptism more than just 
symbol?
 
3. In verse 8, Paul writes that Jesus lived his life “to God”. 
What do you think it means to live a life that is postured 
towards God?

4. In verse 5, Paul uses language that describes our unity 
with Christ. What does it mean to be united with Christ? 
What role does baptism play in this?

5. How does being metaphorically “raised with Christ” in 
baptism change things? What should our new life look like?
 
6. What does it mean to be set free from sin, when sin and 
brokenness is still part of our reality?



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Lord of light, 

You have flipped the switched and flooded our world with 
grace and peace. 

Would you help us to open our eyes and see the ways that 
your love surrounds us always 
and to know that we are welcome and embraced and loved 
and wanted—even when our misplaced instincts cause us to 
run from you. 

Might you heal our imaginations, 
and slowly transform our hearts, 
reminding us that our worst moments are never final, 
and that there is always room to begin again in you. 

Where we have been fearful of you — remind us that you are 
always gentle. 
Where we have felt distant form you — remind us that you 
are always near. 
	 	 	 
Good shepherd of the sheep— 
by whom the lost are sought and guided and found, 
feed us so that we might be full, 
and heal us that we might be whole, 
and lead us that we might be with you. 

Amen 


