
Jorge Velasquez - Spanish
LAMP student

A sueño becoming a reality
I started my ministry at MNA with the sueño (dream) of
leading a movement of PCA churches to reach all
generations of Hispanics in the USA with the gospel of
grace. I knew that I would need leaders who are
biblically and theologically sound, with a high cultural
IQ, and are passionate about church growth if my
sueño (dream) was going to become a reality. Since
there are not any Spanish language Reformed
seminaries in the USA, it was critical to make the
development of the curriculum for LAMP Theological seminary into the Spanish
language one of my top priorities. After almost five years of hard work, the Spanish
LAMP project is finally complete!

The next step is to train Hispanic men for the gospel ministry through Spanish
LAMP. In the movie, “Field of Dreams”, farmer Ray (Kevin Costner) heard a
mysterious voice one night in his cornfield saying, “you build it and they will come”
and he acted on it. That advice is risky for the business world and foolish for church
growth. My approach to see my sueño (dream) of equipping Hispanic church
planters and leaders become a reality is to regularly pray Psalm 127.1 “Unless the
LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches
over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain”, and Matt 9.38 “therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” The Lord
is answering both prayers.

Mr. Jorge Velasquez lives in Virginia and senses a strong sense of call to the
ministry. I worked with Rev. Frank Matthews to establish a Spanish LAMP Learning
Site at Sycamore PCA. Jorge and another student registered for the History of
Redemption course at the Sycamore Learning Site and started taking their classes
on Sept 17. In this course students explore the riches of Covenant theology from a
redemptive historical perspective. This course is a very important for Hispanic
seminary students because most of them have only been exposed to a
dispensational view of Scripture. Both students are excited about the opportunity to
learn deep theology in their heart language. Our plan is to offer the course on the
doctrine of the Word of God at Sycamore before the end of this year.

The Lord is also opening the doors in Texas. I’m working with the leadership at
Hosanna PCA to establish a Spanish LAMP Learning Site at their church. God
willing, that new Learning Site will be ready to offer classes in November. 
Please rejoice with me. God is making this sueño (dream) into a reality.
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Presenting the Barnabas Initiative to the Executive
Committee of the INPM.

Mexico
Most people know that they
should not drink the water when
they travel to Mexico. What most
people don’t know is that the
largest Presbyterian
denomination in Latin America is
located in Mexico. You may be
surprised to know that the
National Presbyterian Church of
Mexico (INPM) has approximately
6,000 churches and missions and
one and a half million members. I
met with the president of the

INPM, two MTW missionaries and the director of the Centro de Plantacion de
Igleisas (CPI) during this year’s General Assembly to present the Barnabas Initiative.
They enthusiastically embraced the vision for the Initiative and we agreed to look for
tangible ways to work together.

After General Assembly, the leaders of the INPM and I had several video conference
calls. I was ecstatic when the minister of evangelism for the INPM, pastor Rafael
Rodriguez de Leon, invited me to travel to Ixtapan de la Sal, Mexico to present the
Barnabas Initiative to the Executive Committee of the INPM. The Executive
Committee is made from delegates from their synods.

Seventy delegates attended the Executive Committee meeting at Ixtapan de la Sal.
The purpose of that meeting was to work on the vision for the future of their
denomination. The Executive Committee embraced the Barnabas Initiative because
they felt very strongly that becoming a denomination that sends missionaries is very
important for their future.

Pastor Rafael Rodriguez de Leon also invited me to travel to Tijuana, Mexico in
November to be a part of the INPM church planting assessment. My prayer is to
develop a culturally sensitive assessment center for Hispanic ministry in the USA
using the principles I learn from their assessment. This is very important because
the majority of church planting failures come from calling a person that is not well
suited for that particular ministry opportunity.

One question people frequently ask is, “what kind of candidate do you think you’ll
find?” My friend, and co-laborer in the gospel, Pastor Jahaziel Cantu, recently
introduced me to a potential candidate. His name is Arturo Terrazas. He is from
Monterrey, Mexico, graduated from RTS Jackson, MS with an M. Div and is currently
ministering in Barcelona, Spain. I don’t know if Arturo will be selected to be the first
Latin American missionary to serve in the USA through the Barnabas Initiative or
not, because he has not gone through the process, but Arturo is a great example of
the kind of man who, if given the opportunity, could effectively reach Hispanics here
in the US.

I believe it is important for our established Hispanic churches to contribute financially
for the planting of new Hispanic churches. Hispanic Heritage month is celebrated in
the United States from September 15 to October 15. I have asked every Hispanic
PCA church to collect their love offering for this important initiative during this very
special month. My goal is to raise enough money to sponsor the first Barnabas
Initiative missionary. Please pray for the human and financial resources we need for
the initiative.
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Rafael Rodriguez de Leon
- Minister of evangelism
for the INPM.

 

Meeting with delegates from INPM and MTW at General Assembly.

Ears to hear and eyes to
see

My father- in-law grew up in a
Christian home and was active in his
church. Thirty years ago he divorced
his wife (Debbie’s mom) and left the
Christian faith. He was diagnosed with
stage IV-A (it had already spread to
his liver and lymph nodes) pancreatic
cancer in April and was given no more than 3 to 6 months to live.

A few weeks ago he began vomiting repeatedly and was hospitalized. His oncology
team discovered that the reason for the vomiting was a blockage to his stomach
(from the continual growth of the tumor). Chemotherapy was discontinued and he
was placed in Hospice Care.

The next day, Debbie and I quickly traveled to Miami. We wanted to see him and talk
to him about his relationship with the Lord. While still in the hospital, the Lord
provided a quiet time with just the three of us; we asked him about his spiritual
journey and he openly shared his reasons for walking away and not believing. We
answered his questions and shared the gospel. Very sadly, he remains in his
unbelief.

My step mother-in-law arranged for Hospice care at home. The house was flooded
with family and friends and he was reinvigorated by all the love that was showered
on him. Now, he lays in the hospital bed, not eating much, often vomits, gets
fatigued easily, wears diapers, has very painful bowel movements, his legs are
swollen and he’s unable to walk. His organs are shutting down and we see his rapid
decline before our eyes. While God is still giving him breath, our hope and prayer is
that the Lord will call him to Himself. We constantly pray for his salvation and are
here to be light in this dark situation and are here and available to speak to him
about the Lord. Please pray! One of the hospice nurses said “he has not yet started
his final journey”. The hospice doctor evaluates him every third day to determine if
he is still eligible for hospice care and has not changed the terminal prognosis. Only
the Lord knows the number of his days.

My step mother in law (Jewish) asked me if I would be willing to officiate the funeral
without using the name of Jesus. I told her that violated my convictions and I would
not do it. She found a Jewish rabbi who is willing to officiate a secular funeral at a
non-denominational memorial park. We met with him yesterday and he called
himself an ambassador of hope and goodwill. I was reminded of 2 Tim 4:3-4 “but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will
turn aside to myths”. We are so thankful for the true hope we have in the gospel.
Please pray for the Lord to have mercy upon him and give him ears to hear and
eyes to see.
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"The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore
beseech the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His
harvest." Luke 10.2

Hernando, Debbie, Sarah and Nico Sáenz

Prayer and praises
▪ I’m working with a web developer and the
leadership of the seminary to launch the Spanish
LAMP web site. I’m very excited because the new
web site will expose potential students to the
reformed faith. Pray for more laborers for Hispanic
ministry!
▪ I applied for a grant for the Barnabas Initiative.
That gift will enable us to sponsor two missionaries.
Pray for the donor to award us the grant I
requested.
▪ Pray me to find suitable ministry for Mr. Raul
Bermudez and Pastor Ernesto Fernandez.
▪ Debbie had a full abdominal hysterectomy this
summer and she is fully recovered!

Gracias
Thank you for your friendship, your
prayers, your commitment to us and
your financial support.

We cannot imagine being without any of
these good gifts!

Financial Contributions

Your financial support is needed! You can make a tax-deductible contribution to
MNA’s Hispanic American Ministries at www.pcamna.org. You can also mail
contributions, made payable to Mission to North America, to: Mission to North
America, P.O. Box 890233 Charlotte, NC 28289-0233. Designate: Hispanic
American Ministries.
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