
The early years of the Kendall Presbyterian Church.

Writing a new chapter in
Kendall Presbyterian

Church’s historia
Historias (stories) are very
important in Hispanic culture.
Hispanics often begin their stories
with their parents’ story. The
historia (story) of Kendall
Presbyterian Church (KPC) started
in 1955 when it was planted by
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church.

In the 50’s and 60’s Kendall was a wealthy, predominately Anglo suburb of Miami. In
the 70’s, Cuban sandwiches replaced burgers on restaurant menus, and Sedanos
Supermercados replaced Winn Dixie supermarkets in shopping plazas. Today, KPC
is nestled in the heart of Kendall, a majority Hispanic suburb. KPC, with its
predominantly caucasian congregation and exclusively caucasian leadership, is
struggling to grow in that setting.

I met with the leadership at KPC approximately one year ago to discuss creative
ways for them to embrace their Hispanic neighbors and begin to look and feel more
like the community where the Lord placed them. The church excitedly implemented a
couple ideas to bridge this gap and started to fervently pray for a bilingual,
bicultural, relational and Miami-native, Teaching Elder to help them reach and
assimilate their Hispanic neighbors.

Two years ago, Dr. Phil Douglass, professor of Practical Theology and Director of
the D-Min program at Covenant Seminary, put me in touch with a gifted, bright,
Cuban-American, Covenant Seminary student named Victor Labrada. I immediately
saw that Victor had great potential for cross cultural ministry. He graduated from
Covenant seminary, completed his internship at Grace Community Church, in
Carrboro, NC and was ordained in November 2014. Victor and I met for breakfast a
few months ago when I was in North Carolina on a ministry development trip. He told
me about his deep desire to return to his hometown of Miami and asked me to help
him find a new call. He was thrilled when I shared the historia (story) of KPC.

I expectantly recommended him to the leadership at KPC and after a phone
interview they decided to fly him to Miami for more meetings. It was evident to the
Session at KPC that Victor was the right person to help lead them into the next
chapter of their historia (story). The Session took a huge step of faith and called
Victor as Assistant Pastor. Pastor Kent Keller announced the decision to hire Victor
during their 60th anniversary worship service and the congregation enthusiastically
embraced him. He is excited to relocate to Miami this summer and begin his ministry.
Victor envisions KPC as a thriving church. A church full of beggars who have found
bread, showing other beggars where to find it. A church where Sunday morning
worship services are full of people who also have fellowship on weeknights. A
church with many small groups where skeptics feel welcome because they feel
loved. A church with members engaged in ministry in the local mission field. A
church where parents, students, widows and outcasts from all corners of the world
huddle around bread and a cup, because the precious Grace of God is what they all
have in common. Please pray for Victor and KPC as they engage in writing this new
chapter in their historia (story).
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Mariachis in front of Walmart in Norcross, GA.

Kent Keller pastor of KPC.

 

KPC celebrated 60 years of faithful ministry.

KPC members working together.

 

Victor Manuel Labrada, KPC's new Assistant Pastor.

Esperanza Short Term
Mission Trips

The USA is the second largest Spanish
speaking country in the world. PCA
Hispanic Churches and missions across
the country can use help to fulfill their
vision for ministry and outreach to their
communities. Esperanza (hope) short
term mission trips are designed to
provide teams with meaningful
opportunities to work with local churches
to bring esperanza (hope) to the largest
minority in our land. Teams can
participate in a variety of work such as

construction, VBS, mercy ministry outreach projects, sports camps, music camps,
neighborhood canvassing projects, and more based upon the request of the local
church.

I worked with MNA short term missions and the leadership of my local church
Christos Community Church, to set up the first Esperanza short term mission trip.
http://pcamna.org/short-term/opportunities/. My dream is to see every Hispanic PCA
church set up to receive short term missions groups. I have started promoting the
vision for Esperanza short term missions trips with all thirty nine Hispanic churches
and missions.

I’m scheduled to lead a workshop at the Mercy Conference in Fort Worth
Presbyterian Church this October. The Mercy Conference is designed to teach and
equip congregations to minister mercifully both inside and outside the church body.
I’m excited about the opportunity to talk about our high impact, cross-cultural,
flexible, and affordable Esperanza short term mission trips on such an important
platform. Please pray for the Esperanza short term trips to be a catalyst for ministry
development to Hispanics, and prayerfully consider sending a team to Christos
Community Church from July 18 -25. You’ll taste a little bit of heaven here on earth
as you worship with us and help us reach our community for Christ.
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Praying for leaders at SPC worship service.

Hernando, Debbie, Sarah and Nico Sáenz

Prayer and praises
▪ I preached the first bilingual
sermon ever at Sycamore
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in
VA to kick off their missions
emphasis month. On that
morning, the congregation
looked very different than any
other Sunday morning because
it included ESL students from all
over the world. I met with the
leadership of SPC after the
service to discuss the
establishment of a LAMP Theological Seminary learning site there. Pray for many
people to come to Christ through this ministry and for many future leaders to be
trained there.
▪ The Ruiz family settled into their new home in Arlington, VA and begun to explore
the area and build relationships. I met with Israel Ruiz and leaders from Emmanuel
Presbyterian Church to discuss the next steps. Pray for Israel to have many
providential meetings during this season of getting settled.
▪ The MNA committee of the Calvary Presbytery in Greenville, SC. is still reviewing
my Hispanic ministry development proposal. Pray for wisdom and discernment
regarding this exciting ministry opportunity.
▪ I'm still trying find calls for Mr. Raul Bermudez and Pastor Ernesto Fernandez. Pray
me to find suitable ministry opportunities for them.
▪ My father in law was diagnosed with advanced stomach cancer last month. Pray for
Debbie and I as we minister to her non-believing dad and step mother.

Gracias
Thank you for your friendship, your
prayers, your commitment to us and
your financial support.

We cannot imagine being without any of
these good gifts!

Financial Contributions

Your financial support is needed! You can make a tax-deductible contribution to
MNA’s Hispanic American Ministries at www.pcamna.org. You can also mail
contributions, made payable to Mission to North America, to: Mission to North
America, P.O. Box 890233 Charlotte, NC 28289-0233. Designate: Hispanic
American Ministries.
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