About Our Presentations

About Kol Israel Foundation

Our Stories are Holocaust Survivors
videos enhanced with historic and
personal photos, up to 22 minutes in
length. We believe that Survivor
narratives add individual voices to a
collective experience, help individuals put
a face on history, and make meaning out
of statistics.

Lessons Learned is a series of 40-50
minute sessions introducing the Holocaust, with additional related programs in
development.

Kol Israel Foundation is a non-profit
organization of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, their families, and supporters.
Since 1959, Kol Israel has carried on
its mission of advocacy and support for
Survivors. It provides meaningful Holocaust education and memorial programs
throughout Northeast Ohio and preserves
and shares the eye-witness narratives of
Survivors.

— Anne Lukas, President Kol Israel Foundation

Our Stories
Lessons Learned

To schedule a presentation
contact
Kol Israel Foundation

“These video presentations of Holocaust Survivors
save the essence of testimonies for a moving and
memorable experience designed to appeal to
schools, religious groups, and other organizations.
We are proud to share these critical programs.”

Surviving
the Holocaust:

and

These presentations can promote
discussions and help individuals:
 Develop an awareness of racism, genocide, stereotyping, and prejudice;
 Become knowledgeable, sensitive and
responsive to the consequences of apathy;
 Address how individuals can make a
difference.

Kol Israel Foundation
proudly presents
free Holocaust Education
presentations for schools and
community organizations

P.O. Box 22274
Beachwood , OH 44122
216.831.3754
info@kifcle.org

Holocaust Survivors Tell Their Moving and Powerful Stories
A Story of Strength, Courage and Survival

tery and shot to death. His siblings were transported
to Treblinka and gassed to death. Ben was the only
one of his extended family to survive the war.

JACK WIEDER
Sept. 27, 1927 – June 1, 2002

Jack, his parents, and eleven siblings lived in the
Subcarpathian region of Czechoslovakia among their
neighbors, Jews and non-Jews alike. The Nazis
forced the Jews to relinquish their privileges and
freedoms, their jobs and education, their homes and
all of their belongings. From ghetto to ghetto, labor
camp to labor camp, and death camp to death camp,
Jack persevered, endured and survived the dehumanizing tactics and extermination efforts of the
Nazis.
After World War II, Jack reunited with two surviving
sisters and a brother, married, and started a new
family in Forhenwald, a Displaced Persons Camp in
Germany. They emigrated to the United States in
1953. (22 min)

Ben spent the next five years being “relocated” — to
Rzeszow then Tarnow labor camps; transported to
Plaszow then Birkenau/Auschwitz death camps; and
forced on a Death March to Mauthausen/Ebensee
killing center.
Ben witnessed and survived untold brutality at the
hands of the Nazis, yet never lost his humanity. A
single promise to a friend gave him the will to live to
tell his story. He was liberated by US troops. So
grateful was he, that after the war Ben volunteered to
work for his liberators.
Ben emigrated to the United States in 1946, moved to
Cleveland, married and started a new life and a new
family. Throughout his life he often wondered why
the world looked the other way. (20 min)

The Survival and Triumph of the
Jewish Spirit

A Holocaust Story of Courage,
Compassion and Resilience

HELEN (Chaya) DUB, nee
Grossman

BEN NEBEL

Dec. 26, 1920 – Dec. 14, 2009

July 21,1924 – Oct. 1, 1998

Ben, his parents and 4 siblings were a normal Jewish
family living in Lacko, Poland, a small town nestled in
the Tetra mountains.
The Jews of the town were forced to move to Nowy
Sacz where Ben’s parents were marched to a ceme-

In 1941, Hungary forcibly deported Helen, her parents
and 8 siblings to Poland. Under German occupation
Helen was forced into labor, endured endless suffering and witnessed countless murders. In August of
1943, the Germans liquidated the ghetto and killed
every remaining Jew they could find. Helen fled to
the woods with her sister. She spent a year hiding in
an underground bunker in the woods, which ulti-

mately caved in, killing most of its inhabitants,
including Helen’s sister. When Russian troops
liberated the area a few months later, Helen was
the only survivor of her family.
After World War II, Helen started a tailoring business, married, and had three children. In 1949,
they fled to Montreal, Canada, where they lived
until 1953, and then emigrated to Cleveland.
(18 min)

A Story of Survival:
All We Had Was Hope
MAYER BITTERMAN
Aug.9, 1920 - April 8, 1989

Mayer, his parents, and brother lived in Krakow,
Poland.
From the Krakow ghetto to Oskar Schindler’s
factory in Plaszow to Aushwitz and then transported again, Mayer worked at the Mauthausen
quarry on the “Stairs of Death.”
After World War II, Mayer moved to a displaced
persons camp and witnessed the testimony and
sentencing of 60 defendants accused of war
crimes associated with Mauthausen. Mayer
emigrated to Cleveland in 1949 to start a new
life. He married and had two sons. Throughout
his life, Mayer never lost hope for a better life
and a better world. (19 min)
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