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COTE D’AZUR, FRANCE
Artists have f locked to southern France for years, 
and for good reason. Drenched in a light that Matisse 
described as ‘soft and tender, despite its brilliance’, the 
Côte d’Azur is a picture-perfect landscape of cliff-top 
roads, vibrant market towns, sparkling Mediterranean 
waters and scenic coastal paths that have inspired the 
likes of Chagall, Rénoir, Picasso and Cézanne. The 
region has long been a favourite of Canadian designer 
and artist Virginia Johnson, whose latest project (an 
illustrated book on France to be published in May 
2018), features a handpicked selection of historic villas, 
gardens, and towns that have inspired her over the years. 
Join Virginia on a week-long journey that explores such 
notable places as the Matisse Museum in Nice, Villa 
Ephrussi de Rothschild, and the Maeght Gallery in St 
Paul de Vence. Visit markets in Nice and in Grimaud, 
dine in some of our favourite local restaurants, and take 
time to f ind your own inspiration, to sketch or paint at 
leisure, and to enjoy the beauty of Côte d’Azur in spring. 

YOUR ICONIC CANADIAN TRIP HOST
Virginia is a designer and artist.  Born in Toronto, she 
moved to New York after school to study at Parsons 
School of Design, and later worked as a design assistant 
at Helmut Lang.  In 2001 she started making caftans, 
dresses and shawls with her textiles.  Her collections 
have been carried by stores around the world including 
Barneys, Liberty and Holt Renfrew.  In 2015 she closed 
her manufacturing business to focus on her art and 
creative partnerships, and has recently completed a 
series of watercolour prints of California, sold through 
Peter Dunham’s Hollywood at Home in Los Angeles.

Virginia is also an illustrator, working on books such as 
The Perfectly Imperfect Home, Kate Spade’s Occasions, 
Style and Manners, Madame Chic and Lunch in Paris.  
Her f irst book, an illustrated travel book on the South 
of France, will be published by Artisan in Spring 2018.



Day 1, april 26  Arrive in Nice and check in to Hotel 
La Perouse. Superbly located at the east end of the 
Promenade des Anglais, this characterful hotel looks 
across the Baie des Anges. In the early evening, 
meet Virginia and your Quench trip guide for 
apéritifs and dinner. Overnight: Hotel La Perouse

Day 2, april 27  Drive to St Jean Cap Ferrat, a 15km 
promontory sprinkled with luxurious villas and 
outlined by sheltered bays, beaches, and sun-kissed 
coves. Together with Virginia and your guides, hike 
around the perimeter of the cape (approx 1 hour). 
Stops include Villa Santo Sospir, and the Four Seasons 
Grand Hotel Cap Ferrat for lunch. Spend some time at 
leisure to enjoy the gardens at the Four Seasons before 
going onward to Villa Ephrussi. After visiting the 
villa and its gardens, drive back to the hotel to spend 
the evening at leisure. Overnight: Hotel La Perouse

Day 3, april 28  Take an early morning visit to Nice’s 
f lower market. After breakfast, set out on a short 
drive to the Matisse Museum in the Villa des Arènes, 
a seventeenth-century villa in the neighbourhood 
of Cimiez.  After viewing the collection, explore the 
Monastery Notre Dame of Cimiez, where Matisse is 
buried, and the gardens nearby.  Enjoy a casual picnic 
lunch and take some time to enjoy the scenery. Those who 
wish to sketch in the gardens can bring their materials 
and sketch at leisure.  Walk down through Cimiez 
back to the hotel, then spend the rest of the afternoon 
and evening at leisure. Overnight: Hotel La Perouse

Day 4, april 29  En route to St Tropez, stop at Brocante 
du Jas des Roberts, a weekly f lea market situated near 
the town of Grimaud. Shop at leisure, then carry 
on to St Tropez for some free time to explore, and a 
guided visit of Musée de l’Annonciade. In a gracefully 
converted 16th-century chapel, this small but famous 
museum showcases an impressive collection of modern 
art infused with that legendary Côte d’Azur light. 
Return to the hotel by late afternoon and spend the rest 
of the evening at leisure. Overnight: Hotel La Perouse

Day 5, april 30  Early risers may want to go to Nice’s 
f lea market on their own. By mid-morning, check 
out of the hotel and drive to the seaside town of 
Menton. Take some time at leisure to explore one 
of the most attractive towns on the coast. Walk 
through the colourful old town, laze on the sandy 
beach, and visit a museum that’s dedicated to artist 
and f ilm director Jean Cocteau. After lunch, the 
journey continues to Saint Paul de Vence. Check into 
Hotel les Vergers and later have dinner in town with 
your fellow travellers. Overnight: Hotel les Vergers

Day 6, may 1  Walk to Fondation Maeght which houses 
the work of key 20th-century artists like Vassily 
Kandinsky, Marc Chagall, Alberto Giacometti, and 
Joan Miró. The innovative building designed by Josep 
Lluís Sert is as impressive as its beautiful gardens. 
The rest of the day is spent at leisure exploring Saint 
Paul de Vence.  This evening, enjoy dinner with 
your fellow travellers. Overnight: Hotel les Vergers

Day 7, may 2  Embark on a special excursion to visit 
a local artist’s studio, typically not open to the 
public. Return to Vence in time to visit The Chapelle 
du Rosaire. Designed and constructed by Henri 
Matisse, it was made to express the gratitude he felt 
towards his nurse Monique Bourgeois.  There may 
be time this afternoon to visit Matisse’s Villa “Le 
Rêve” (where he lived during the war from 1943 to 
1949). This evening, gather together with the group 
for a farewell dinner at La Colombe d’Or, where 
you can dine beneath works by the likes of Signac, 
Matisse, and Braque Overnight: Hotel les Vergers

Day 8, may 3  Say farewell to the group and 
continue your travels, or transfer to the airport 
or train station to start the journey home.

A UNIQUELY ARTISTIC JOURNEY

 €3,945 based on double occupancy • single supplement  €975 per person
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  Early risers may want to go to Nice’s 
f lea market on their own. By mid-morning, check 
out of the hotel and drive to the seaside town of 
Menton. Take some time at leisure to explore one 

A UNIQUELY ARTISTIC JOURNEYCOTE D’AZUR, FRANCE

*While we endeavour to operate this itinerary as planned, there may be slight alterations that affect the timing and order in 
which we visit the venues noted.
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“There’s something undeniably unique about 

the Côte d’Azur. When you see the region 

through the lens of an accomplished artist, 

you appreciate what a gift the combination 

of light, colour, landscape, and architecture 

was to the likes of Matisse, Cocteau, and 

Picasso. On this exclusive Quench journey, 

our travellers explore the coastline shoulder-

to-shoulder with iconic Canadian artist 

and designer Virginia Johnson. It’s a real-

life preview of Virginia’s new book and 

a memorable way to visit one of the most 

scenic and charming parts of France.”

Mercedeh Sanati - Co-Founder of 
Quench 



tripdesign@quenchtravel.com      +1 .416.366.2777                @quenchtripdesign

For more information,
 please contact us at 

tripdesign@quenchtravel.com 
or call 416 366 2777
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