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Alaska Court Places Alaska’s Fossil Fuel Use Above the 
Constitutional Rights of Youth 

 
Anchorage, Alaska -- Yesterday, Superior Court Judge Gregory Miller for the Third Judicial 
District in Anchorage granted the State of Alaska’s motion to dismiss Sinnok v. State of Alaska, 
the climate lawsuit brought by 16 Alaskan youth.  
 
The youth plaintiffs alleged that, despite longstanding knowledge of the dangers of climate 
change, the State of Alaska has adopted and implemented an energy policy that violates their 
constitutional rights.  The State, the plaintiffs claim, is actively causing and contributing to 
climate change and putting fossil fuel production above the safety of their lives. Alaska’s 
government has long acknowledged that Alaska is warming faster than the rest of the United 
States due to its northern latitude. The State’s own documents recognize that Alaska’s youth are 
threatened by “coastal erosion, increased storm effects, sea ice retreat, and permafrost melt” and 
that climate change threatens the habitability of 160 Alaskan communities, including villages 
that youth plaintiffs call home.  
 
The youth alleged that the State’s energy policy is clearly reflected in the State’s promotion of 
fossil fuel extraction, transportation, and combustion, in numerous statements of policy, and in 
section 44.88.115 of Alaska’s statutes, which states that it is the policy of the state to promote the 
development, transport and use of natural gas, coal, and oil. The 16 youth plaintiffs asked the 
court to order the State to prepare and implement a plan to reduce Alaska’s greenhouse gas 
emissions by rates necessary to avert catastrophic climate change and protect their futures. 

 
In his decision, Judge Miller concluded: 
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“Plaintiffs do not identify specific policies the state has enacted that have directly 
contributed to climate change. . . . A court order granting Plaintiffs’ injunctive relief 
claims would in essence create a policy where none now exists.” 
 

Andrew Welle, co-counsel for youth and Our Children’s Trust staff attorney, said:  
 

“The policy declarations and actions of the state’s political branches clearly show 
Alaska’s energy policy is to develop fossil fuels regardless of the consequences for 
climate change and Alaska’s children. This tragic decision runs contrary to the core duty 
of the courts to serve as a check on the political branches when their policies and actions 
infringe constitutional rights. The plaintiffs are hopeful that Alaska’s Supreme Court will 
fulfill that duty on appeal and put their case back on track.” 
 

Linnea Lentfer, 13 year old plaintiff from Gustavus said:  
 

“As a plaintiff, the Court’s decision today left me with a deep sense of concern for the 
future of my home. The State continues to authorize and benefit from the extraction of 
fossil fuels, focused on the immediate future, yet the court claims the state doesn’t have 
an energy policy. The future of our economy, environment, and home lies in the actions 
of the next few years; it is the State’s duty to protect the land for the next generation, and 
thus our duty as plaintiffs to stand up and appeal the Court’s decision to neglect our 
constitutional rights and future.” 

 
Esau Sinnok, 20 year old plaintiff from Shishmaref said:  
 

“I am deeply saddened by Judge Miller’s decision. We are the youth. We are the leaders 
of the future. The consequences of Alaska’s energy policy and climate change are already 
affecting us and threatening our lives and futures. We do not have time to waste on 
appeals. It is my life and the lives of Alaska’s children and future generations on the line 
and it is my duty to fight this decision in Alaska’s Supreme Court.” 

 
Appeals from Alaska’s superior courts go directly to the Alaska Supreme Court. The youth 
plaintiffs have thirty days to file their notice of appeal.  
 
Sinnok v. Alaska is one of many related legal actions supported by Our  Children’s Trust, and 
brought by youth in several states and countries, including Juliana v. United States, seeking 
science-based action by governments to secure a safe climate and healthy atmosphere for present 
and future generations.  
 

https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/us/federal-lawsuit/


Counsel for Plaintiffs include Andrew Welle, Esq. of Eugene, OR and Brad De Noble, Esq. of 
Eagle River, AK. 

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, elevating the voice of youth, those with most 
to lose, to secure the legal right to a healthy atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of present 
and future generations. We lead a coordinated global human rights and environmental justice 
campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will return 
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 
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