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JAMAICA PLAIN

Door-to-door, they

take folks for an
mexpensive ride

By Carin Zassis
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT
From the sidewalk, you
wouldn't notice anything aside
from a muffler shop. But
tucked away at the rear of 3377
Whashington St. {s a tiny office
where an operalor answers a
busy phone in Spanish.

"When do vou want us to
come get you?" she asks, quick-
Iy entering an address into the
computer.

This is the main Boston of-
fice of Gerardo's Transporta-
tion, running a daily door-to-
door transportation service
between the Boston and New
York arcas for over 18 vears.

For as little as
$30, drivers pick

passengers up at For as little as

the company’s Bronx office on
i Saturday afternoon, passen-
gers show each other pictures
of their children and begin de-
bates ranging from religion to
media coverage of the erash of
Dominican-bound Flight 587.

“I'm no psychalogist, I'm no
therapist, but [ could see you
weren't feeling well,” says pas-
senger Jesus Pichardo of Dor-
chester to a young woman sit-
ting beside him in a fur coat.

“It's a long ride. In four
hours a lot can happen,” savs
driver P. Tineo, who says that
passengers have met boy-
friends and girlfriends during
the trip. “They get bn at differ-

ent houses and
don't know each
other. The next time

their homes and $30 d.l'i\'ﬂ‘ﬁ ¥ou séé them,
]

take them hy

minivan to their Pick pmngers
up at their

“They pick b omes and take

destinations in

the Big Apple.

you up at your

doorstep. It fits ﬂlem b}'
my needs,” says

they're riding the
bus together.”

A couple who
met three months
ago during one of
Tineo's drives re-
cently got engaged.

In spite of

Lourdes Ruiz of TINivan to their growth, Gerardo's

Queens, on 1t destinations in

way to Lynn to

visit her younger the Big Applg_

sister. The two

lived together in

the Dominican

Republic until

they moved to separate cities in
the United States.

Dominican Gerardo Valerio
started the Jamaica Plain eom-
pany, which has grown to a
fleet of 50 vans, when he saw a
need for cheap transport be-
tween Latino communities in
the two cities. Gerando's does
some radio advertising, but
most costomers hear about the
service through friends and use
it regularly to visit relatives, *1
know 50 percent of the passen-
gers,” says driver Luis Gonea-
ez, popping in a tape of Puerto
Rican salsa handed from the
rear of the van by a traveler,

Even if they don't Know
each other when they board,
the intimacy of the van lends t-
self to making eonnections.
Within 20 minutes of leaving

Transportation con-
tinues 1o be a fam-
ilv-run business. Va-
lerio still chauffeurs
a weekly roundtrip
drive from Boston,
and his nephew, Os-
car Domingues, manages New
York aperations.

But the company has wit-
nessed changes. “Our services
started for Spanish people, but
we have made a cressover o
African Americans and
whites,” says Dominguez. Ser-
viee has also expanded to Phila-
delphiaand Washington.

Dominguez says his com-
pany’s door-to-door service has
created competiton for Grey-
hound. He outlines how vans
arrive in Boston and meet with
Gerardo's local transport to
take passengers home, com-
paring the service to an airline
connection. “It's ke when you
g0 to the Dominican Republic
and make a connection in
Puerto Rico.”



