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 Empowering coastal communities to 
collect this high quality data is key in 

safeguarding our ocean habitats
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INTRO

HOW WE GOT HERE

THE STORY SO FAR 

Narwhal has taken us on some wonderful adventures to far flung and beautiful parts of the 
world. From her decks we have marvelled at rugged landscapes carved by glaciers, and 
been humbled by the presence of magnificent wildlife. While discovering these wonders we 
also discovered something darker. Everywhere we have ventured we have found not just 
the wonders of nature but also the ongoing impact of human activity. Even on beaches so 
remote that no evidence of human existence could be seen, we found plastic. One of the 
beauties of adventure is how it changes us. We return from an adventure a little bit different 
from the person who set out. Experiencing these wonders first hand has changed us. We 
returned from these adventures knowing that we needed to play our part in protecting the 
oceans. 

And then the whole world changed. Coronavirus 
turned everyone’s world upside down and we were 
no different. During lockdown, Narwhal remained 
moored up, unable to do what she was built to do 
and explore the oceans. Our dreams quite literally 
blown out of the water. But everything that 
challenges you gives you the opportunity to come 
back stronger. Unable to operate our business but 
unwilling to sit idle, we set ourselves a mission. To 
make a positive impact for our oceans. We have 
teamed up with local cetacean and marine research 
charities to help them make up for data collection 

““The coastal environment supports 
an impressive range of birds and 
mammals and the breath-taking 
scenery on land is surpassed 
underwater, where deep water 
species can dive to 200m just 

offshore.”1
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opportunities lost to lockdown as well as bringing what we learnt from our Clean Up the 
Arctic Expeditions to take action in our home Scottish waters under the umbrella of The 
Ocean Discovery Project. The data we collected has been fed to our scientific partners and 
national databases, enabling scientists to learn more about the ocean and it’s inhabitants, 
monitor their health and inform policy decisions on how best to protect them. 

Throughout the Ocean Discovery Project we have sailed, paddle boarded and dived around 
the west coast of Scotland. All with the aim of discovering more about our oceans. 
Collecting high quality and rigorous data which can be used by scientists and decision 
makers both nationally and internationally to effect positive change for our oceans. The 
majority of our underwater surveying took place in the Loch Sunart to the Sound of Jura 
Marine Protected Area (MPA) and the newly designated Argyll Coast and Islands Hope Spot. 

“The data we collected has entered national databases, 
enabling scientists to learn more about the ocean and 

it’s inhabitants, monitor their health and inform 
policy decisions on how best to protect them.”
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HABITAT 
MAPPING

MAPPING OCEAN BED 
BIODIVERSITY

HABITAT MAPPING 

Scotland’s coasts and seas are among the most biologically productive in the world. They 
support an estimated 8,000 species of plants and animals with new species still being 
discovered. Scotland’s coastline and seas are an extraordinary environment to explore, 
hosting an array of wildlife – from the critically endangered flapper skate to vast kelp forests 
and basking shark feeding grounds. They contain over a third of the global population of 
grey seals and the world’s most northerly resident population of bottlenose dolphins, while 
the seabed habitats contain natural carbon stores and provide many life supporting 
functions3. Scotland’s position at the edge of the continental shelf, it’s long coastline and the 
mixing of warm and coldwater currents combine to make its waters a special place for 
marine wildlife and ecosystems. With over 18,000 km of coastline, representing 13% of all 
European seas,2 the seas of Scotland are exceptionally important. 

““SCOTLAND’S SEAS support an estimated 8,000 species of 
plants and animals with new species still being 

discovered.”
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Priority marine features (PMFs) are features characteristic of the Scottish marine 
environment considered to be of special conservation importance. They may be species or 
habitats that occur in significant numbers in Scotland’s seas, that under threat or in decline 
or that play an important functional role in the eco-system. Knowledge of the location, 
extent and health of PMFs is vital as it informs marine conservation and planning and 
directs future research and education.3 

Through paddle boarding and diving, the Ocean Discovery Project located 36 previously 
unrecorded priority marine habitats9 including Native oysters (Ostrea edulis), Sea loch egg 
wrack (Ascophylum nodosum ecad mackayi) and Eelgrass (Zostera marina). 

Through paddle boarding and diving, 
the Ocean Discovery Project located 36 

previously unrecorded PMFs
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SEA LOCH EGG WRACK 

Sea loch egg wrack is a specially adapted from of the more common egg wrack (ascophylum 
nodosum) found in sheltered sea loch environments. Traditionally it was used to package 
shellfish for transport and sale and is still collected in a limited capacity for this use today. 
Scottish records of Sea loch egg wrack are of global importance but the habitat is highly 
sensitive to coastal development and pollution2. Knowledge of the locations, size and health 
of sea loch egg wrack is pivotal in establishment of habitat protection designations such as 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). The Ocean Discovery Project located and mapped 21 
previously unknown Sea loch egg wrack habitats. 

““Knowledge of the 
locations, size and 

health of sea loch egg 
wrack is pivotal in 

establishment of habitat 
protection 

designations.”

NATIVE OYSTERS 

The Ocean Discovery Project identified 17 unrecorded sites with live native oysters. Most of 
these showed a small residual population of exclusively older animals, however in a small 
number of sites a variety of sizes of oysters were recorded, demonstrating that these may 
be viable wild populations. These records are particularly important as very few populations 
of native oysters remain in our waters following exploitation by over fishing. A number of 
projects are aiming to restore native oyster habitats. Full details of our work with the 
Seawilding Native Oyster Restoration Project, can be found in the native oyster restoration 
section below.
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““The Ocean Discovery Project identified 17 
unrecorded sites with live native oysters.”

SEAGRASS 

Seagrasses, also known as eelgrasses, are flowering plants which live in shallow, sheltered 
coastal waters. They form underwater meadows which are home to a diverse range of life 
including many of the commercially important fish that we eat as well as charismatic animals 
such as seahorses which are beginning to be reported in Scottish waters. Seagrass meadows 
also support terrestrial wildlife, providing an important food source. Additionally they act as a 
natural sea defence by trapping sediment, slowing down currents and waves, leading to 
reduced coastal erosion. Seagrass meadows are a major source of food for migrating geese 
and swans. Seagrass plays a major role when it comes to fighting climate change. Although 
seagrass meadows cover just 0.1% of the sea floor, they are responsible for 12% of organic 
carbon buried.10 Meaning that seagrass meadows, mangroves and coastal wetlands capture 
carbon at a rate greater than that of tropical forests.4 
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“seagrass meadows, 
mangroves and coastal 

wetlands capture carbon 
at a rate greater than 

that of tropical forests.4

The Ocean Discovery Project located 15 
previously un-recorded seagrass 

(Zostera marina) beds

Mapping of seagrass beds in Loch Craignish
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Despite these many benefits, seagrass is 
under treat form pollution, changes in water 
quality and destructive fishing practices. Since 
1980, we’ve lost over 35% of our seagrass 
meadows globally. That equates to about 2 
football fields disappearing each hour.4 In 
order to protect our Scottish seagrass 
meadows we need an accurate picture of 
where they are. The Ocean Discovery Project, 
working with Project Seagrass and NatureScot 
located 15 previously un-recorded seagrass 
(Zoster marina) beds, completing mapping of 
9 to date. This knowledge is vital to increase 
our understanding of the current state of our 
seagrass habitats, enabling threats and 
changes to be identified and to inform 
decisions on future protection.

“92% of the UK’s 
seagrass has 
disappeared in 
the past 100 

years”11
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MAKING THE DATA COUNT 

During Narwhal’s voyages, one of the common themes that we heard when we spoke with 
local coastal communities was their concern over how much their coastal habitats are 
changing. Coastal communities inherently know that change is happening to our oceans, 
but without baseline measurements it is impossible to quantify these changes and take 
the right action to provide effective protection. A way is clearly needed to formalise this 
innate understanding of the coast. Enabling it to be collected and presented in a rigorous 
and validated way that can accepted by internationally recognised databases and hence 
used by scientists and decision makers. NatureScot’s Community-led Marine Biodiversity 
Monitoring Handbook aims to do just this. Narwhal and the Ocean Discovery Project 
partnered with NatureScot as one of the pilot projects for this initiative. This meant that 
not only were we integral in developing a data flow system that will support and facilitate 
other coastal community groups in having their own data sets accepted at the standards 
required, but that we were the first project to have our own habitat data validated and 
accepted under MEDIN standards and published on the DASHH database and NMPI 
Maps, making our data available to researchers and policy makers world wide.

We were the first NatureScot community project to have our 
habitat data validated and published, making our data 
available to researchers and policy makers world wide
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NATIVE 
OYSTER

HABITAT RESTORATION 
PROJECT

The unassuming native oyster is one of the most imperilled of marine animals. Oysters were 
once a plentiful food source, in the Firth of Forth alone 60 million were harvested annually. 
This over fishing led to a collapse in the population with 85% of native oyster beds having 
been lost. But native oysters play an invaluable role in the ocean’s ecosystem. They filter and 
clean water removing chemical contaminants such as fertiliser run off. They lock up carbon, 
helping to fight climate change and they contribute substantially to inshore biodiversity by 
creating reefs that become fish spawning grounds and nurseries.5 Fortunately a number of 
projects are aiming to restore populations of native oysters. 

“Populations are significantly depleted as a result of overfishing in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. Perhaps the biggest threat to the surviving native oyster populations in Scotland 
today is illegal harvesting from sea lochs. Native oysters are the property of The Crown and 
their collection from the wild is unlawful without a licence from The Crown Estate.”2 

The team from The Ocean Discovery Project joined with Seawilding to assist in their Native 
Oyster Restoration Project. This is the largest project of it’s kind in the UK and the first 
community led marine habit restoration project. Using paddle boards we surveyed over 
20km (12 miles) of the coastline of Loch Craignish. Locating 7 areas with existing or residual 
native oyster populations and 16 potential sites of appropriate habitat for native oyster 

Using paddle boards we surveyed over 20km (12 miles) of the coastline 
of Loch Craignish. Locating 7 areas with existing or residual native 
oyster populations and 16 potential sites of appropriate habitat for 

native oyster release.
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release. From these we produced 
mapping and data solutions that 
enabled the whole of the project 
team to view and understand the 
habitats of the loch and to select 
areas of appropriate habitat for the 
releases of their first 60,000 native 
oysters. 

Taking part on release day, we led 
our group of community volunteers 
in the release of 60,000 oysters 
raised in the nursery. This incredibly 
valuable project is acting to connect 
local communities with their coastal 
environment, encouraging 
stewardship and paving the way for 
other community led groups to re-
populate their seas. 

Seawilding is a Scottish Charity actively 
working to restore degraded inshore 
marine habitats. Our primary project, 
funded by the National Lottery, is to 
restore the native oyster beds once 

widespread at Loch Craignish, Argyll. 
By doing this, we will improve water 
quality and enhance biodiversity and 
address the degradation of the loch 

caused by scallop dredging, fish farm 
activity and anchoring and effluent 

from recreational boating. This is an 
exciting, pioneering community-led 
project involving many volunteers, 

school pupils, the Ardfern Yacht 
Centre, and academic institutions.5
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Mapping native oyster release sites 

Releasing the oysters
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CETACEAN 
SURVEYING

VESSEL BASED SURVEYING

The seas off the west coast of Scotland provide a unique habitat for whales and dolphins, 
collectively known as cetaceans. The irregular coastline of myriad islands and lochs provides a 
wide range of environments from sheltered inshore bays to deep ocean troughs meaning that 
there are appropriate habitats for a wide range of ocean species. Warm oceanic currents mix 
with cooler waters bringing nutrients up from the deep, providing ideal feeding grounds for a 
variety of cetaceans from the diminutive harbour porpoise to baleen whales such as minkie 
and humpback whales. At least 16 species of whales and dolphins are regularly recorded off 
the west coast of Scotland. Only surfacing for brief seconds at a time, little is known about 
these charismatic creatures of our coastline. Improving our knowledge of important areas 
such as feeding or breeding grounds for cetaceans allows them to be better protected. We 
aimed to use our special boat-based access to the oceans to contribute to our understanding 
of Scottish cetaceans. Between June and September 2020 the crew of R/V Narwhal undertook 
94hrs of effort based marine mammal observation in the seas off the west coast of Scotland 
as they voyaged between the Mull of Kintyre and the northern tip of Skye. The project 
recorded a total of 138 sightings, composed of a total of 1027 individual cetaceans and 
pinepeds. A total of 7 different species of cetaceans were recorded comprising of; 117 
harbour porpoise, 645 short-beaked common dolphins, 25 bottlenose dolphins, 20 minkie 
whales, 119 harbour seals and 101 grey seals, as well as 4 observations of basking sharks. 
This was an average of 1 sighting for every 4.7nm sailed and highlights the diversity and 
richness of cetacean life within Scottish waters. 

The project recorded 138 sightings,  
composed of 1027 individualS  
A total of 7 different species. 
an average of 1 sighting for every 4.7nm sailed
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Map of Ocean Discovery Project cetacean sightings 
from R/V Narwhal around the west coast of Scotland

Screenshot from interactive map at www.narwhalexpeditions.com

http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
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CHANGING POPULATIONS 

Short-Beaked common dolphins were by far the most numerous cetacean sighted by the 
crew during the Ocean Discovery Project. The 645 individuals recorded during the project 
represents a significant change compared to data collected by the Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust (HWDT) just 16 years ago when no common dolphins were seen in Scottish 
waters.6 The leading scientific theory is that the increase in common dolphin population is 
due to the 0.5C warming of Scottish waters as a result of climate change. It is certainly 
evidence of the changing range of cetacean species around our shores. All of the data 
collected by the crew was validated and made available to scientists worldwide for research. 
The was achieved through submitting the data to the HWDT via the WhaleTrack app where it 
was combined with sightings data from the HWDT’s own research vessel, Silurian, and that 
from their network of observers. This information is vital to help scientists learn about the 
lives of cetaceans in Scottish waters and discover how they are being affected by the treats 
that they face in a changing ocean. It is this real-life information that provides the evidence 
that policy makers use in deciding the level of protection to bestow on our oceans and has 
led to the establishment of Marine Protected Areas around Scotland to protect important 
feeding grounds for cetaceans. These MPAs are constantly under review and so it is vital that 
we continue to collect data on cetacean populations to support their ongoing protection 
and monitor the impact of the threats that they are facing. 

We recorded 645 common dolphins compared to data collected 
by HWDT just 16 years ago when no common dolphins were seen 

in Scottish waters.

Marine mammal sightings by number of 
individuals
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NATIONAL WHALE AND DOLPHIN WEEK 

From 25th July - 2nd August R/V Narwhal participated in the Seawatch Foundation’s 
National Whale and Dolphin Watch. The week brings together citizen scientists from all over 
the UK in a concerted effort to record our resident cetaceans. The Seawatch Foundation 
sums up the benefits, "Collecting data about our resident cetaceans has never been more 
important. Rising sea surface temperatures and anthropogenic activities have been 
impacting marine species in the British waters for many years now. The most recent human 
lockdowns most certainly has had an effect on marine species which is also worth 
investigating.”7 

During the 9 day survey period, Narwhal joined 31 other organisations in taking a snapshot 
of cetacean life around UK waters. The crew of R/V Narwhal recorded 26 sightings of 
harbour porpoise, minkie whale, common dolphins, harbour and grey seals in the seas 
around Skye and the Outer Hebrides. 

“Research has shown that there 
is little awareness in the UK of 

the tremendous diversity of 
whales, dolphins and porpoises to 
be found around our shores. The 
aim of this event is to give a 

general “snapshot” of what is in 
UK coastal waters over a short 

period of time. As well as gaining 
valuable research data, we hope 
this will draw attention to the 

conservation of our marine 
environment.” Seawatch 

Foundation
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TESTING TECHNOLOGY 

Throughout the season the crew took part in 
beta testing a new app produced by the 
Seawatch Foundation called SeaWatcher. By 
putting the app through it’s paces out on the 
ocean the crew were able to highlight bugs in 
operation in a real-life research environment. 
This enabled developers to produce fixes and 
updates. The updated SeaWatcher app is now 
available for download and will enable 
members of the public to collect robust and 
high quality data on cetacean sightings which 
can be made available for scientific use. 
Harnessing the power of the modern 
technology that is now part of our everyday 
lives enables the public make valuable 
contributions to conservation everyday and 
vastly increases our knowledge of cetaceans. 
Crucially SeaWatcher can also be used by 
commercial and leisure vessels to record not 
just their cetacean sightings but also the 
distance that they covered or the ‘effort’ taken 
to make these sightings. This ‘effort-based’ data helps scientists to unlock a much more 
accurate picture of the size, distribution and movements of populations of whales and 
dolphins. This improved understanding will contribute significantly to better protection for 
our cetaceans.

BY Putting the app through it’s paces out on the ocean the crew were 
able to highlight bugs in operation in a real-life research environment.
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MINKIE WHALE PHOTO ID 

Cetaceans have unique markings on their fins and flukes which means that it is possible to 
identify individual animals and learn more about their lifestyles. Minkie whales, for whom 
Scottish waters provide an important feeding ground, can be identified by markings on 
their dorsal fins. The ability to identify individual animals is key to deciphering aspects of 
their behaviours such as, how regularly animals return to a site and how pod dynamics 
function. Working under license from NatureScot (formally Scottish Natural Heritage) using 
long lens photography, the crew of R/V Narwhal were able to obtain images of minkie 
whale’s dorsal fins which allowed for identification. One individual sighted from Narwhal, 
close to the coastal town of Mallaig, was identified as ‘Snowy’ by the white tip on it’s dorsal 
fin. This was the first time that Snowy had been positively identified around Scottish waters 
for five years. The individual was first seen in 1995 in the area between the Small Isles and 
Mull and has either returned to or continued to frequent these waters. In 2007 it sadly 
suffered a litter entanglement, getting plastic strapping caught around it’s rostrum. The 
injury was so severe that scientists feared that the animal might die. Consequently we were 
exceptionally happy that our photograph provided proof that the animal not only survived 
but is now doing well at a grand old page of at least 30 years old. 

Cetaceans have unique markings on their fins and flukes MEANING that it 
is possible to identify individual animals and learn about their liVES 
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OUR ENCOUNTER was the first time that Snowy had been positively 
identified around Scottish waters for five years.

 Our ID revealed that happily the whale survived it’s litter 
entanglement and is now doing well. 

Minkie whale ‘Snowy’ photographed by the team

In 2007 the whale suffered a litter entanglement injury and 
scientists feared that it might die.
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PASSIVE ACCOUSTIC MONITORING 

As well as visual surveys, The Ocean Discovery Project, onboard R/V Narwhal, conducted 14 
passive acoustic surveys using a towed hydrophone array provided by Marine Ecological 
Research and analysed using PAMGuard software. The likelihood of making visual sightings 
of cetaceans, particularly those which are small and spend limited time at the surface such 
as harbour porpoise has been shown to be significantly affected by sea and weather 
conditions. Passive acoustic monitoring is less effected by surface conditions and so 
provides a more robust means of recording population densities of porpoise and dolphins. 
Through standardising recording protocol, the Ocean Discovery Project’s data can be 
combined with data collected by other organisations. This data enables scientists to see 
changes and trends in the porpoise population. In particular they can examine the effects 
of stresses such as climate change, vessel traffic and acoustic deterrents used by fish farms 
which ultimately leads to better protection for this species. 

This data enables scientists to see changes and trends in 
porpoise population including the effects of stresses such 
as climate change, vessel traffic and acoustic deterrents.
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DIVE 
SURVEYS

QUANTIFYING COASTAL 
BIODIVERSITY

Working with Seasearch, one of the UK’s longest running marine citizen science programs, 
the Ocean Discovery Project undertook 16 survey dives of the often overlooked nearshore 
sub-littoral zone. Each of the dives, which predominantly took place in the Loch Sunart to 
the Sound of Jura Marine Protected Area and the newly designated Argyll Coast and Islands 
Hope Spot showcased the wonderful marine biodiversity of Scotland’s seas. This data is 
validated by Seasearch’s network of experienced observers which enabled it to be included 
in the National Biodiversity Atlas, facilitating a better understanding of how these areas are 
changing in response to stresses and protections. Their data has been critical in the 
establishment of Marine Protected areas across the UK. 

We shared wonders of the underwater world via social media with photography, films and 
facts. Increased public understanding, interest and desire to protect it.

THE Ocean Discovery 
Project undertook 16 
survey dives of the 
often overlooked 

nearshore sub-littoral 
zone.



Page !24

A peek beneath the waves of Scotland’s coast
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LOCATION OF UNDERWATER HABITAT AND 
BIODIVERSITY SURVEY SITES

Screenshot from interactive map at 
www.narwhalexpeditions.com

http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
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BEACH 
LITTER

HOW PLASTIC EFFCTS OUR 
REMOTEST BEACHES

Throughout the Ocean Discovery Project voyages on board R/V Narwhal there was always 
one ever-present but unwelcome presence… plastic. We saw it everywhere from coves to 
caves and identified that marine litter poses a big problem on the most remote beaches 
around the Scottish coast. Fishing gear and small pieces of plastic made up the bulk of the 
litter we saw. We conducted beach litter surveys using the internationally recognised 
OSPAR criteria. Across just 4 beaches we found a staggering 27,000 pieces of plastic. The 
top 5 offenders were: 1) String and cord <1cm 14,987 2) Plastic and polystyrene pieces 
<2.5cm 7816, 3) Plastic and polystyrene pieces 2.5 - 50cm 1805, 4) Caps and lids 727, 5) 
Rope >1cm diameter 550. The problem of plastic in our oceans and on our beaches is not 
something new, however there are clearly still barriers to action that are allowing it to 
continue to build up on our remotest beaches including challenges around access and 
disposal. The problem is too big for one boat to tackle in one season but is an ideal project 
to be tackled by boat with involvement and engagement of the local community and 
stakeholders.

Across just 4 beaches we found a 
staggering 27,000 pieces of plastic
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Top 5 types of beach litter found during 
our surveys

Removing beach litter by SUP
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THE GREAT BRITISH BEACH CLEAN 

The team took part in Great British Beach Clean, an annual nationwide initiative by the 
Marine Conservation Society (MCS) where beach litter is surveyed following the OSPAR 
criteria with the aim of arming ocean advocates with as much data as possible to push for 
policy which will reduce ocean pollution in the future. “Data collected by our volunteers has 
been instrumental in the creation of policies which stop single-use plastic pollution at 
source: the 5p single-use carrier bag charge, the ban on plastic coffee stirrers and straws 
and the commitment to a Deposit Return Scheme 
in Scotland, alongside much more.”8 The Ocean 
Discovery Team surveyed Bagh an Tigh-Stoir 
beach in the Sound of Jura finding 14343 pieces 
of plastic. Small pieces of string, appearing to be 
broken down pieces of fishing rope as well as 
larger pieces of this rope and small pieces of 
plastic made up the majority of the litter 
recorded.

The Team surveyed 
Bagh an Tigh-Stoir 

beach in the Sound of 
Jura finding 14343 
pieces of plastic

Litter on a remote beach on Coll

Rope/net breaking down to 1000s of micro plastics Recovering a fishing net
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What you see in the 
brochures

WHAT WE FOUND on the 
same beach
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NURDLE HUNTING 

Nurdles are the small plastic pellets that are the raw material in plastic manufacture. 
Every year it is estimated that around 230,000 tonnes of raw plastic material in the form 
of nurdles enters our environment, making them the second largest form of microplastic 
pollution after particles from vehicle tyres.9 “Mapping the presence of nurdles has allowed 
us to create a clearer picture of this little known but pervasive problem. By taking part in 
The Great Nurdle Hunt we can illustrate to national and international decision makers 
that pellet pollution is happening right across the global plastics supply chain.”9 

The Ocean Discovery Project joined more than 1000 volunteers from 28 countries, across 
all 7 continents in taking part in the Great Global Nurdle Hunt where we nurdle hunted 
and submitting data from Troon beach in the Clyde. Organisers of the Great Global 
Nurdle Hunt highlight the importance of this data, "These results help to prove that this 
issue is global, and that we need widespread awareness and collaboration to continue to 
help prevent this form of pollution at source.”9 

“An estimated 230,000 tonnes of raw plastic 
material in the form of nurdles enters our 

environment each year”9

“Mapping the presence of nurdles has allowed us to create a 
clearer picture of this little known but pervasive problem. By 

taking part in The Great Nurdle Hunt we can illustrate to national 
and international decision makers that pellet pollution is 
happening right across the global plastics supply chain.”9
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Underwater habitats have huge value in supporting biodiversity and provision of eco-
system services such as carbon sequestering. The role of the marine environment in the 
mitigation of climate change makes the health of the marine environment crucial to the well 
being and future of our whole planet. The health of our oceans is everyone’s concern 
because it is everyone’s future.  

The recurring theme that we encountered during the project was the need for high quality 
data in order to protect our oceans. Ensuring that the data is accurate, rigorous and 
validated is crucial, as is making it available for monitoring long term change and informing 
decision making. Empowering coastal communities to collect this high quality data is key in 
safeguarding our ocean habitats now and for the future. 

All of the data collected by the Ocean Discovery Project is available through the DASSH 
database, the archive for marine species and habitats data, at www.dassh.ac.uk. 

CONCLUSION

WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE?

Contact 

www.narwhalexpeditions.com 
yachtnarwhal@gmail.com 

@Yachtnarwhal 
@Yachtnarwhal 

http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
mailto:yachtnarwhal@gmail.com
http://www.narwhalexpeditions.com
mailto:yachtnarwhal@gmail.com
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PARTNERS AND 
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