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H B  3 5 9  
Governor Cooper Vetos the 
Born Alive Bill 
The NC House passed House 

Bill 370 requiring Sheriffs to 

cooperate with Immigration 

and Custom Enforcement 

Officers. This is in response to 

Sheriffs in Wake, 

Mecklenburg, Durham, and 

Orange county ending their 

participation in the 287(g) 

program. 

S B  4 4 6  
Proposal to increase taxes 
on hybrid and electric 
vehicles 
The Department of 

Environmental Quality ordered 

Duke Energy to excavate its 

final nine coal ash 

impoundments.       

M u e l l e r  R e p o r t  
Senator Richard Burr 
Revealed FBI Targets to 
the White House 
The Mueller Report suggests 

that the Chairman of the 

Senate Intelligence 

Committee, Sen. Richard Burr, 

may have identified targets of 

the FBI investigation into 

Russian meddling in the 2016 

Presidential Election to the 

White House after being 

briefed by James Comey.  
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HB 359 
 

G o v e r n o r  C o o p e r  V e t o s  t h e  B o r n  A l i v e  B i l l  

Background 

For the first time in this legislative session Governor 

Roy Cooper exercised his veto power.  

Earlier this year, New York and Virginia introduced 

legislation to remove abortion restrictions. Virginia’s 

law among other things would have made it easier for 

women to get third trimester abortions if their health 

was threatened by pregnancy, by requiring only one 

doctor evaluation instead of three. 

During a radio show, Virginia Governor Ralph 

Northam made comments that made it appear that a 

child who survived a late term abortion attempt would 

be kept comfortable while doctors and families 

decided whether to kill the child. Although Northam’s 

phrasing of the bill was incorrect, it didn’t stop 

conservatives from seizing upon the quote and 

framing Democrats of endorsing infanticide. 

This has prompted states to pass ‘born alive’ law, 

punishing medical providers who don’t care for 

newborns that survive an abortion procedure in 

response. 

 

 

 

 

  

Concerns 

Actively killing an infant born alive is 

already a crime. Federal and State 

law already provides protection 

against active or negligent killing of 

infants born during the process of 

abortion. 

There are concerns that the rhetoric 

surrounding the law will cause doctors 

to reconsider performing late term 

abortions.   

 

Next Steps 

After the veto the bill will go back to the House and Senate for a Veto override vote. 
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SB 446 
 

P r o p o s a l  t o  i n c r e a s e  t a x e s  o n  h y b r i d  a n d  
e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e s  

Background 

For decades the state and federal highway trust 

funds have operated by utilizing a tax on gasoline 

into maintaining roads and highways. This system 

has previously worked effectively as a “use tax”, 

those who drove the most caused the most wear 

and tear on the roads, paid for that wear and tear as 

they refueled. 

As vehicles have become more fuel efficient it has 

caused shortfalls in the trust fund. Hybrid and 

electric vehicles cause the same wear and tear on 

the roads, but due to their increased fuel economy 

do not contribute at the same rate to the road 

repairs through the gas tax. 

Policy makers around the country are trying to 

adapt to funding road repair and construction with 

fuel efficient vehicles. 11 other states charge a tax 

to hybrid and electric car owners  

 

Concerns 

With fuel emissions being a significant 

cause of climate change, increasing 

the fuel economy in our vehicles is a 

necessary tool in reducing our CO2 

emissions. Hybrid and electric vehicle 

technology significantly increases fuel 

economy and makes the country less 

reliant on fossil fuels. 

Charging an additional $275 for 

electric cars and $140 for hybrid 

vehicles will disincentivize the 

purchase of these vehicles.  

 

Next Steps 

The bill was given a favorable committee report from the Transportation, Finance, and Rules 

Committee. It was re-referred to the Rules Committee and if given a favorable report again will go 

to the Senate for 2nd and 3rd reading. If passed it will go to the House.  


