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8 March 2015

The Honorabile David C. Keesler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202 '

Dear Judge Keesler,

| am writing on behalf of my longtime good friend, Gen, (Ret.) David Petraeus. | have known David for
nearly 45 years, essentially since we entered West Point as plebes in July 1970. As young men at West
Point, we quickly became good friends, and spent time together socially while together there. | firmly
believe that while at West Paint, Dave never intended to make the military a career. Instead, after our
five year commitment was fulfilled, that five years of mandated service turned into 10, which quickly
became 20, then 30 and so forth. And, I've always firmly believed that things happen for a reason, such
that in this case, David’s strong sense of selfless duty to his country became the driving force behind his
distinguished military career. That selfless sense of duty aiso carried over to his relationship with
friends. He atways found the time to stay in touch with friends like me, which [ thought was amazing
given the incredible respansibility he bore for so many years while in uniform.

Out of uniform, Dave has continued to give back. As Chair of the KKR Global Institute, he has expanded
the footprint and notoriety of that highly respected private equity firm. The work also being done by
Dave and Holly in support of our veterans has been remarkable. Our company has corporately
sponsored the establishment of a Veteran's Resource Center on the campus of the University of
Southern California, to facilitate student veterans as they matriculate through USC. He has aiso
supported his lovely wife Holly in her care for veteran’s financially, insuring that veterans are not
victimized by those who might otherwise prey on them for financial gain. Dave has also reached out to
“many asking for support of the Johnnie Mac Soldiers Fund. Proceeds from this fund will go to the
Children of Fallen Patriots non-profit organization, which his wife Holly has supported since its inception.

My earnest hope is that you will strongly consider the breadth and depth of David’s work contributions,
both in and out of uniform, in deciding not ta incarcerate him. Should that be your decision, | am fully
canfident that Dave will continue, stronger thar ever, to have a positive impact on our society.

Very truly yours,

ppu & e

William E. Albrecht, USMA 1974

Executive Chairman of the Board

California Resources Corporation (NYSE: CRC}
10889 Wilshire Bivd.

Los Angeles, CA 90024
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT -
Robert and Renge Belfer Center for Science and International A ffairs

79 John F. Kermedy Strest
Cambridge, MA 02138
tel: £17-496-6099 » fax: 617-485-1905

Graham Allison
Director

April 9, 2015

Honcrable David C. Keesler
_ 1U.S. District Court for the West District of North Carolina

Dear Judge Keesler:

1 am writing a letter of support for General David Petraeus to provide several points of
evidence that may be relevant as you consider your judgment. I do so as someone who
has been a professor at Harvard for four decades, was “Founding Dean” of Harvard’s
John F. Kennedy School of Government, and now direct the Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs. Ihave devoted most of my professional life to writing about
issues of American national security, and teaching and training students for public
service. | am also proud to think of myself as a Charlottean (since 1 was born there,
graduated from Myers Park High School, and lived for most of my formative years there
" before I went to college). My brother, Jim Allison, is a practicing lawyer in Charlotte.

I have known David Petraeus professionally for at least a dozen years, in the earlier
period more intermittently, more intensely when he was Director for CIA, and since he
became a Senior Fellow Non-Resident at the Belfer Center. In the process of reviewing
his case for an appointment at Harvard, I spent many hours doing due diligence about the
appointment, and consulting colleagues, since I knew it was a potential source of
controversy.

Over the past year and a half as a Senior Fellow, David has been an outstanding member
of the community-—as several membets of the Center who had been skeptical have been
quick to acknowledge. He has been actively involved in three major projects at the
Center, visited us roughly once a month, and interacted by Skype every other week with a
group of fellows and students supporting his project. He has been a thoughtful participant
in the Belfer Center community, contributing in particular to our understanding of issues
from energy and Irag, to terrorism and the prospects of great power war.

On the one hand, his lifetime commitment to public service, including 37 years in the
army where he served with great distinction, and his shorter stint as Director of CIA,
speaks for itself. He is widely acknowledged to be the greatest general of recent times.
He took a Josing hand in Iraq, imagined a surge (in which ideas were even morc
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important than the additional troops), and led the US to at least a draw, rather than defeat.
In the course of doing my checks on him, I asked more than a dozen leaders in the
military whom I know well whom they thought would be chosen by all currently serving,
or recently retired, military officers in a blind test if asked which military officer of their
generation they admired the most. The answer was David Petracus.

On the other hand, he made z stupid error that led to a meteoric, humiliating fall. At the
Myers Park Methodist Church, I learned a line not quoted often enough in Washington:
whoever is without sin should cast the first stone. It is not accidental that the Biblical
stories of Samson and Delitah, David and Bathsheba, or Ulysses and the Sirens are
legendary. How many great men have followed in their footsteps, no one knows.

I am not a lawyer, nor am I familiar with the process or considerations that inform
sentencing. But as a citizen, if T am judging him (as I do), I think about his life of service
and professional commitment, and track record of honorable, distinguished performance,
_ as well as his sin for which he has paid dearly and will take to his grave. Moreover, given
‘Washington mores that typically lead to other real or alleged victims piling on either for
their own fifteen minutes of fame or for a financial settlement, the fact that this did not
occur in this case supports my belief that this was an isolated incident, not part of any
pattern. ‘

One more consideration may be relevant. What has he done since his fall? I know him
professionally and am not a confidante, But I observed him spending a significant period
of reflection upon his mistake, repenting, and investing in restoring his relationship with
his wife and family. After several months of personal and family rehabilitation, as he
thought about the next chapter of his life, rather than simply exiting the public space and
becoming rich by taking a full time Wall Street job, he chose to teach at CUNY, and to
become an active member of Harvard’s Belfer Center community. There, with another
Belfer Center Senior Fellow Non-Resident, Bob Zoellick, he produced a significant
report on North America that argues for tightening the relationship among the US,
Canada, and Mexico, as a way of strengthening the US and its place in the world (a report
published by the Council on Foreign Relations). This is one element in the larger project
he has undertaken at the Center, entitled “America’s Next Decades.” There, he anda
group of researchers have been drilling down on ways in which five major technological
transformations, driven by science and technology, offer advantages for the US in the
global competition. The big idea about these revolutions—from the next wave of IT and
big data, to the integration of synthetic biology and engincering—and the public policy
choices that will-accelerate or retard these revolutions’ contributions to American
competitiveness came from David. Thus the members of our Advisory Committee for
this project, which includes Susan Hockfield (former President of MIT), Meghan
O’Sullivan (a professor of practice at the Kennedy School), Venkatesh Narayanamurti
(former Dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences at Harvard), Mary
Boies (an active member of Harvard’s Visiting Committec), and me, has learned more
from David than he has from us, '
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The third project addresses “strategic command,” examining theater leve] combat
command, especially in international coalition warfare, where General Petracus’
experience in both Iraq and Afghanistan provides unique insights about the intersection
of military leadership of troops down the chain of command, on the one hand, and
political masters and politics, on the other. This project is nearing completion and should
have a publishable product by the end of this summer.

1 apologize if this is more than you want to know about the projects. But I have provided
it because I believe it is relevant in assessing his continued commitment to trying to use
his rare combination of strategic imagination and judgment about operational realities to
improve performance, not only in our military, but in our government and our society.

Tn all of his interactions with faculty, fellows, students, and others at Harvard, his conduct
has been exemplary. As expecied, several of our students and fellows raised questions
about why the Center invited him %o join our community, and we have had a full,
forthright discussion. But the overwhelming reaction of those who have bad the
opportunity to see David in seminars or projects has been positive and enthusiastic.

- So I hope I am not being presumptuous in suggesting that 2 measure of mercy may be in
order. IfT can provide any further information that would be relevant for your

considerations, do not hesitate to email me or call me at
graham_allison(@hks.harvard.edu and (617) 496-6099.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Allison

Director, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs;
Douglas Dillon Professor of Government, Harvard Kennedy School
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ATLANTICMEDIA

David G. Bradley, Chairinan

March 6, 2015

The Honarable

David C. Keesler

United States District Court
401 West Trade Street
Suite 238 _
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:

With your induigence, I wouid like to weigh in on behalf of General David H. Petraeus as you think
through a just sentence. This is the first of this kind of letter I've written, but it comes readily and easily
and with some conviction.

As background only, I am the owner of Atlantic Media, publisher of The Allantic, the National Journal and
several other publications, In national media for 15 years, T've been struck by a phenomenon I had not
anticipated. That is that ownership of a media company provides the most interesting perch for watching
the city around me. Media allows you to "audit" the public fife of Washington, to be ir: or near the large
conversations without being & participant yourself. And, as ] am not in fact a journalist, there's no special
need for care in speaking with me. In this work, I feel that 1 have a good feel for the puise of the city.

And, as to General Petraeus, [ have some certainty, That which we hear publicly — greatest general of kis
generation, brilliant commander, brijliant public servant, unerding energy, great patriot — is what [ hear in
private conversation across Washington. Through the media, no doubt you have read the public appeals by
members of Congress and other national leaders that the Justice Department exercise its discretion not to
prosecute the general, What I can add is that T hear that same argument made, in private conversation,
layers and layers and layers deep into the city. There is universal respect for what the General has -
accomplished and contributed across his military career.

My own thinking is more personal, I have known General Petracus since his command of our troops in
~Afghanistan. In an intimate setting, it is easy-to see a generous and thoughtfu! nature. It is equally casy to
see ambition. It is no aceident that General Petracus has had a soaring career. But, for this hour in his life;
he is brought down. Some measure of justice may take into @ccount how high the ftight and how far the
fall. For me, a full measure of justice has been meted out. I hate the idea of seeing this man suffer more.

Al of this said, | would be surprised if the General makes no further and iarge contribution to his country.
It would be hard tc undo his inner wiring. This is to the good.- He i$ a fine man with great talent.

You have my respect and high regard.

ayid G. ey
Chairman /
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Joseph J, Callins, Ph.D,

March 6, 2015

Hon. David C. Keesler

United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, North Carplina 28202

- Dear ludge Keesler:

1 write In support of David Petraeus and urge you to grant clemency to him. 1 have no first-hand
knowledge of the matters before your court, but | have known David Petraeus for nearly 30 years, He
was and is a gpod man and a public servant with unparalleled accomplishments. Despite his legal
troubles, | pray that he will one day again be abie to regain his place in the nation’s leadership.

I met Dave when we were both relatively junior officers, We later served together on the Army staff

and the Joint Staff, Being alumni of the taaching faculty at West Point, we have been in contact for the
last three decades on issues that range from the security environment, the Army that both of us fove,
and the arcane subject of low intensity conflict. A few years apart, we wrote doctoral dissertations on
that subject. We have broken bread together on three continents. 1 can’t remember a period longer
than a month or two when we haven‘t spoken or emalled aach other.

From the moment that | met Dave, | was impressed with him. He was four years bebind me in the Army,
but he was wise and dedicated beyond his years. He s an intense person, but his intensity was devoted
first to the mission, then to his men, and then to bimself, He led from the front at all times, which
explains how he was shot by a ricochet in a training accident. Later, as a general officer, he would also
suffer life-threatening injuries in & sport parachuting accident. Despite these physical problems, for
every distant ¢ritic, you can find dozens of sergeants who will regale you with stories of how he -
challenged them to beat him ana run or in a push-up contest. He was very successful, not because he
was a sycophant, but because his units had the greatest accomplishments and the highest morale.

in the Pentagon and later, when he revolutionized the Army and the Marine Corps’s approach to
counterinsurgency, Dave’s service was characterized by vision, intelligence, transparency, and
inclusiveness . Dave had an uncanny knack for being able to see the big picture and ask the most salient
question. n 2003, when the division he commanded entered trag, and most officers of his rank were
worried about crossing the next phase line, Dave raised the question that bad eluded al! of his superiors:
“Tell me how this ends.” When there was a unique problem, Dave was the officer who time after time
was given the task, be it rebuilding the iraqgi Army, writing the new doctrine for counterinsurgency, or
leading reinforced armies in combat. Twice, when our Armed Forces faltered in the field and national
policy hung in the balance, two presidents — one Republican, one Democrat - called on Dave to lead
the Surge forces that restored momentum in two theaters and established the conditions necessary for
a safe and secure American withdrawal,

1
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David Petracus was the best officer in his generation. imprisoning him would hurt his family, the Army,
and the nation. Please take Into consideration the years he spent at war and the pain of separation on
him and his family. In your sentencing, | ask you to consider his singular accomplishments, the price that
he and his family have already paid, but more than that, the potential he has for headership on the
national stage in the future,

1f} can be of further service to the Court, please contact me at the address, above, or TR T

Sincerely,
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March 12, 2015

The Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

‘Dear Judge Keesler:

| write concerning David Petraeus,

| served with Mr. Petraeus in iraq from March 2007 until October 2008, when he was
Commanding General, Multinational Force — Iraq and t was the U.S. Ambassador to Irag. We
have maintained contact since, both professionally when we were both in government service

and personally.

Mir, Petraeus led the military effort for the U.S. government In Irag and | the civilian effort. It

~ was a critical time, with the Iraqi state on the verge of collapse as a vicious civll war raged, and
coalition military forces were unable to stem the violence, Mr, Petraeus was responsible for
implementing a new counterinsurgency strategy against overwhelming odds, Before either of
us reached Baghdad, we had agreed that while there was no guarantee of success if our efforts
were combined, failure was assured if they were not. For the next 18 months, through the most
extreme circumstances imaginable, we maintained an unprecedented level of civil-military
cooperation, from joint meetings with Iragi political leaders through battlefield circulation to
joint testimony before Congress, We jointly briefed the President and his National Security
Council every week,

Through this intense interaction, | came to know Dave Petraeus as well as | have ever known
anyone. He was tireless, focused and absolutely committed to our mission of stabilizing lrag
and setting in motion a long range political process to put the country on a secure footing.
Nothing about this was easy. There were days when | felt | couldn’t carry the burden any
longer, He kept me going. On other days, | hope | did the same for him.,

His troops revered him. So did mine. In the most trying circurnstances, he found time for the
personal gesture, the word of encouragement that would ripple through the ranks. Dave never
gilded lilies, whether briefing the Commander in Chief or talking to a rifle squad. He told hard
truths and acknowledged bitter setbacks, Yet he always conveyed a resolve and conviction that
we could achieve a mission that sometimes seemed impossible. It kept us going through the
worst of times. '
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lraq was hard, and it was hard all the time. it Is difficult to convey from the outside, Jn along
and challenging career, | have never faced anything tougher than the mission in Irag. Through it
all, there is no one with whom | would rather have stood than Dave Petraeus. His courage,
integrity and Judgment were beyond extraordinary,

He went on to serve as comrmander, U.S, Central Command, commander of coalition forces in
Afghanistan and Director of Central Intelligence. | observed and worked with him In all these
capacities, and saw repeatedly that whatever the chalienge or crisls, he consistently exhibited
the same qualities. Our nation owes him a great deal.

Dave Petraeus continues to provide advice and guldance to many — policy makers, legisiators,
scholars and students. He has given much to this country, and has much to give. In view of his
past, current and future service, | very much hope that he is not given a sentence of
imprisonment. ' ' -

Perhaps the best way | can summarize my view of his character and capabllity Is to say that not
only would | trust him with my life, 1 did. :

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if | can provide any further information.

Sincerely,

Ry

Ryan Crocker
Former Ambassador to irag
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THOMAS E. DONILON

March 21, 2015

The Honorable David C. Kessler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:
I write with respect to the upcoming sentencing hearing for General David H. Petraeus.

I first met General Petraeus when I became Assistant to the President and Deputy
National Security Advisor in 2009, At that time General Petraeus was the Commander of U.8.
Central Comnsand, with responsibilities for military opetations in the Middle East and South
Asia, including the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. We continued to work closely together for the
next four years as I became U.S. National Security Advisor and General Petracus went on to
becomé Commanding General of all forces in Afghanistan and Director of the Central
Inteiligence Agency. In these capacities, we worked constantly together on dozens of difficult
and complex issues of national security. I do not believe that a week, or in most cases even a day,
. passed without aur being in communication. We became close colleagues and have remained
friends since his departure from governiment service. ‘

[ have seen General Petracus work under extreme pressure and in circumstances where
the issues were exceedingly difficult and disagreements were common among officials at the
highest levels of our government. In all these settings, General Petracus conducted himself with
great integrity, earning the admiration and trust of his colleagues across the board. I came fo
admire him as much as anyone with whom I have worked since my first position in government
in 1977. ' :

General Petracus is a tireless public servant. He was deployed in war zones for years
over the past decade at great personal sacrifice to him and his family. He faced imomense pressure
and responsibility in commanding men and women in two theaters of war. He was and is devoted
to those whom he has commanded, as reflected in the work he has done with veterans
organizations since his retirement.

General Petracus’ acceptance of his last deployment to Afghanistan exemplifies his -
seifless dedication to our country. In June of 2010, President Obama accepted the resignation of
General Stanley McChrystal as the U.S. Commander of all forces in Afghanistan, This change of
command came suddenly and at a particularly difficult time in the Afghan war -- that symmer '
proved to be the deadliest period of the war for U.S. troops. At that time, General Petragus was
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March 21, 2015 - Page 2

Commander of U.S. Central Command and among the nation’s most prominent military officers.
With no advanced notice, the President asked General Petracus to replace General McChrystal.
He immediately agreed, taking a position that had previously reported to him. He deployed to
Afghanistan, took on the most difficult command in the world, and ensured a seamless
transition. ‘

In sum, | have come to know General Petraeus as a man of great intelligence, integrity,
courage, and dedication. Throughout the decades of his distinguished career, he has shown these

gualities time after time.

1 strongly endorse the noncustodial penalties to which the government and General
Petraeus have agreed. The past two years have been a punishing period for him and his family.
He continues to provide umique experience and insights to the nation as we deal with a wide
range of contiming national security threats. As a citizen who remains involved deeply in these
issues, I believe it is profoundly in the national interest to have General Petraeus fully and freely

involved in helping to set the nation's course.

I would be pleased to expand further on any of the points set out on this letter and to
answer any questions that the court may have. '

Respectfully,

M DL,

Thomas E. Deonilon
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March 11, 2015

The Honorable David C. Keesler
238 Charles R. Jonas Federal Bldg.
401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, N.C. 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:

I write with respect to the plea agreement proposed by the U.S. Department
of Justice and David Petraeus pending before your court.

While I firmly believe that no one is above the law, and that adherence to the
law is required regardless of position or stature, I hope the Court, in considering
the plea agreement and imposing a sentence, will take into account General
Petraeus’ extraordinary contributions and his ability to contribute again at a high
level to the national security of the United States. . .

1 first met David in Iraq when he was a Lieutenant General serving as the
first Commander of the Multi-National Security Transition Command Iraq, with
responsibility for training Iragi forces and literally writing the manual on U.S,
counterinsurgency missions. By this time, he was clearly one of the most capable
~ officers of his generation and was promoted in rank and position. While several
factors led to the success in stabilizing Iraq in the latter part of Gen. Petracus’
service as Commander of Multi-National Forces — Iraq, his leadership and drive
were a major contributor. |

Between 2007 and early 2011, Gen. Petraeus was the most prominent and
respected officer in the U.S. military. 1 personally had great respect for him, not
only for his service and his capability as an officer, but for two particular acts:
first, General Petraeus was an outspoken opponent of torture and coercive
interrogation and detention measures in Iraq. His letter to U.S. forces in Irag on

the topic was strong, clear, and compelling.
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Second, in 2010, General Petraeus was serving as the CENTCOM
Combatant Commander when the Commander of International Security Assistance
Forces (ISAF) in Afghanistan, Gen, Stanley McChrystal, resigned. Despite it
being a lower position in the chain of command, Gen. Petraeus agreed to President
Obama’s request that he fill the ISAF position during this critical time in
Afghanistan. There was likely no one else in the U.S. military who could take on
this assignment under the circumstances and be successful. The episode showed
Gen. Petracus’ commitment to U.S. troops and his willingness to put our security
mission before himself., | '

I had the occasion to work most closely with David when he was nominated
and confirmed to be the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency while I was
chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. He brought to the
position an incredible intellect and drive, and members of the Committee greatly
valued his analysis and his recommendations. It is unfortunate that his tenure at
the Agency was.so short. :

General Petraeus recognizes the error of his actions and has admitted his
guilt. As the former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency and a senior
commanding officer of the U.S. Army, he understands the importance of protecting
classified information. This past experience makes him regret even more deeply
his conduct in this matter. '

In the past year or so, Gen. Petraeus has begun to return to public service
through his teaching and his writing. I believe he will resume that service once his
probation ends. I believe the punishment proposed in his plea agreement is fair,
and that he recognizes the error of his actions as well as the importance of
protecting classified information.

I thank you for considering this recommendation.

Sincerely,

ianne Feinstein
United States Senator
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10th Marth, 2015

For the attention of JudgeKeesler

‘ 'D'eétf Tudge Keesler,

It is a great honer to write on Behalf of my good: frienid and mentor, General David Petragus.
Dave, as he is plmnl*ﬂcnnwn by my wife and seven clnldren, is a famous American but [ want to
sh hght on him as a himan being and the impact he has made on my famlly and others A true
‘from whom you’ don’t expect of WantAanythmg, but._-you still know is always
lookmg out fa‘ you. ‘Dave has taught ‘me much about frisndship and ki

I-first met Dave in: late’' 2008 when 1 presented him with iin ‘gward- fmm the Woodmw Wﬂson
Centet’ for Scholats, I chose to° travelto St. Petersburg, Florida, becanse T wanted expasure {o.the
Soldier-Scholar who revolutionized military s y. We stayed in touch via the, occasignal
email, to which he would always respnnd In 2011; ‘just before he himg up the uniform, T saw
Dave at a dinner and remarked that he looked thin. With a boyish grn he told me that he had a
“six pack” (abs). I bad always been shghﬂy overwmght, desptte my aﬁempts at aﬂﬂetlcs ‘and
told him 1 could rever achieve that level of fithess,

Well ‘that was a mistake {or. ] blessmg)! Althml,gh his comment had been tomgue-in-cheek, _Bave
kept tellmg m¢ that you can do anythmg you ‘want to; you just niged to try hard. Despité my
protestations, Dave kept encouraging me to upgrade my fitness fevel. 1 had read about his
legendary athleticism, but Dave showed me his consistency of effort and that he too needed to
work to stay fit. He then, with great finesse, encouraged me to prove that 1 too could become an
athlete.

8o Dave took the time fo train, run, and bike with me, somebow pushing me to paces which
tested my physical boundaries, but without ‘causing me to collapse - Additionally, he never

- makes me feel that I am holding him back, although I know that I'am, (He lefi me behmd Just

oice when he was afraid fhat his car would be fowed,)

I have experienced Dave's. leadership and ability to inspire dirécted towards to me.. Perhaps he
missed whipping battations:into shape, or maybe he was gmdmg others at the same time, but
Dave always made me foel like | full focus of his efforts was: upgn me. And so I learned what

‘it takes to be a leader, to ancoﬁragé others to excel, but to do it in a way that shows care and i
concern. When helping ‘me with a cmporate mission statement, Dave told me that he had

inserted "Be kind" into a bsttahon s mission, and suggestcd the same for nty company.

Even when leading the CIA, or Jjuggling muiﬁpls tasks, every email from Dave shows extra-
ordmary thoughtfulness, afid ends ‘with a salutation. My emails had prcwous}y been curt, but I
now make great effort to make thém more personai Dave is expert it using emaii as a toolto
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inspire and encourage; solicit feedback, and to proffer advice.

He-is always inserting kerels of knowledge, like don't wear underwear under the cycling bib

(unfortunately he told me that afier 2 painful rides!). This email adeptness expands his ability to

mentor many like myself. Still, Dave has always been available to get together in person or via

phone if' T want to speak fo him.

At the beginning of our friendship, Deve invited me to dinner. After a relaxed evening, he

escorted me back to my botel, where the doormen came out-fo hug him. I turned out that the
s DC residence g5 . 1 remarked on his popularty with

hotel was Dave's DC residence as CENTCOM Commander. [ remark
the hotel staff, to which he answered that we must atways show appreciation. In consequence, §
hitve made sure to get t6 know the lobby staff in my office building - most people just pass them
A great benefit of ranning with Dave, while being put into oxygen debt, is that he is able to give
‘4n uninterrupted soliloguy. This is typically a graduate level seminar bringing to bear military
history, personal cultural experiences and relationships with world leaders, to explore when and
how Amierica should protect global stability, And there is always the unexpacted: Once ‘when
running in the snow in Centeal Park, we happeried across a ROTC platoon. Dave was so excited
that he inserted himself o lead the platoon's jogging "cadence”. i
Dave's promotion.of a fitriess culture in my life has extended to my family and children, as well
as my parents, who now régularly exercise and we all seé the health benefits, In addition, many
colleagues at work; afier Witnessing my transformation; have improved their fitness and feel
better, thus extending Dave's positive impact. Furthermore, I know that Dave has influenced
many others because the trainer that we share has become very busy, actually building a business
around Petracus referrals.

Dave's love of mentoring fed hir to his post as Professor Petracus, choosing to teach at City

College. Dave:told me that his Dad was an immigrant, so he wanted to support the immigrant
commniunity at a public school rathér than to-teach at anIvy, ‘His position is virtually pro-borio,
and siibjects him to aggressive anfi-war protests, often necessitating a change of venue. The
Desn raves to me about Dave's dedication to the students, and Dave often remarks how much he
enjoys teaching young people. Dave plans his weekly schedule around making that class on
Monday night: when he takes on & commitment, he will not give less than 100%. (He is a
visiting professor at USC as well, and is-currently lecturing at an Tragi University at this writing).
Dave is constantly meeting or having dinner, one-on-ong, with young people who are seeking his
advice and guidance, His schedule is packed, weks in advance, with no fime wasted. He seems
to especially.enjoy thesé mentoring sessions, and often mentions thetn. On the othet hand, he is
secretive aboiit the awards he receives, even dismissive.

For me, Dave is always offering to help, even to entertain my business clients. I bave sought and
. received his advice on management and personnel issues, and insight on current events. He is
scheduled to come iover and give my children a nutrition pep talk in late April. To keep me
competitive during the winter, Dave gave me'a bicycle stand that allows us to draft and drag each
other around a virtual island within a network cloud. He s a terrific friend. '
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Dave: loves intellectual and physical challenge, but is motivated by an overwhelming desire to
better the lives of individuals and to help our country. He has publicly and privately
acknowledged his errors, has suffered, and is regrctﬁxl I've never met someone 50 disciplined
with maximum utilization of his time. My only criticism of Dave is that T hope he leams to live
more for himself, not just for others, ‘

In the meantime, Judge Keesler, I humbly advocate for Dave's freadom to continue helping
others,
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Honorable David C. Kessler
United States District Court
401 West Trade Street, suite 238
Chariotte, NC 28202 ‘
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Dear Judge Kessler:

{ am writing this letter in support of David Petragus. 1am a retired
investment banker who founded a non-profit organization to assist our
returning military, American Corporate Partners (ACP). [was first
introduced to David when he was running US Central Command and |
have spent considerable time with him since he ieft the ClA in 2012. In
2012, David joined the Advisory Council of ACP and has been a very
active participant in advising me as 1 build our non-profit

organization, David is very generous with his time both to my
organization and several others with which he and | are acquainted. !
believe | know David reasonably well and have had hundreds of email
exchanges and dozens of meetings and calls with him.

orgon seniey | have nothing but the highest regard for David both personally and as it
Norivop Srumman relates to his service to our country. In my capacity as Chairman of

Occlderial Petraisurn Comporailon
Och-2iff Capitol Monogement Group

Opnnicarn Group

Fariness Healthcare
PeptCa, IR,

FNC

Travelers

oo

UBS

Ustb Financial Corporation
The Universily of lexas Sysiem
UPs '
USAA

Vadzen Communications Ing.
Yo

Walls Farge

Whirpoal

Advisory Councli
Roger Allss

John R, Alen

Derd Axslrod

Robert J, Dole
Chrisine A. Ferer

Dr. John 1 Hamre
Jonn £. Hovers
Koran Hughes

Jack H, Jocobs

Mark "Ranger” Jonas
John M. Keano
Wiliarm Kelstal

Jozaph L. labermian
Cinris Malthews

Mty Jo Myers
Richard &, Myers
Pater Pace

Dovid H, Fetrasus
Kerl Rove

Jim Rundle

Pater 1. Schoamaker
Herey Hugh Shellon
Jon Skewart
tavaence R, Summess
Boul Wolfewitz

Case 3:15-cr-00047-DCK Document 35-1 Filed 06/08/15 Page 23 of 64

ACP, | spend considerable time with senior corporate executives and
retired military and | believe it is fair to say that to many of us, David is
one of the true American heroes to have ever served our country -
certainly one of the very few since WWII. He is a role model to many,
many Americans and | believe it would be a terrible result if he were
sentenced to prison. Personally, { believe that he has been more than
sufficiently punished for his transgressions. | ask that you take the entire
package into consideration when you determine sentencing.

Sincerely,
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March 11, 2015

The Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street

Suite 238

Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

To the Honorable David C. Keesler:

I am very pleased to write on behalf of my friend General David Petraeus. It is with honor and
appreciation that I take this opportunity but also with a great deal of sadness, [ am aware of the
facts of the case and General Petraeus’ decision o accept responsibility in that regard. I am sure
the court will consider all the facts, not just about the case, but about the life of an extraordinary
man, General David Petraeus. -

As a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, I've interacted with General Petraeus for
almost a decade and followed closely his time as commander of our forces in Irag and
Afghanistan. I can say, without hesitation, General David Petraeus was an extraordinary military
leader who provided incredible leadership during the most difficult days in Irag and Afghanistan.
His leadership was ingpiring to those under his command and much appreciated by policymakers
such as myself. Since 9/11, General Petraeus and many of his colleagues have spent years away
from their families; and the sad fact is this can take a toll on any family. I do not know exactly
the number of days General Petraeus has been deployed in combat theaters since 9/11, butl
would imagine it adds up fo multiple years. The stress of being responsible for thousands of
American lives, counseling foreign governments that are trying to become democracies, keeping

a difficult Congress informed, and being a key advisor to the commander-in-chief were tasks that

General Petracus performed beautifully.

In addition to my interaction with General Petracus as a member of the United States Senate, [
had the pleasure on several occasions to serve under his command as an Air Force reservist.
Durring these multiple but short tours, I worked on detainee operations in both Iraq and
Afghanistan. Some of the most emotional, important decisions we made as a nation were how to
detain host country nationals who presented a threat to our forces and the governments we were
supporting. General Petraeus was a hands-on commander and understood the significance of
detainee operations and having a transparent system that both protected our fotces and other
coalition members, as well as the people of Iraq and Afghanistan, Having served in uniform
under his command, I had a chance to receive input far different from just being a member of the
Senate. I was always appreciative of how much our troops admired General Petraeus and how
confident they were in his judgment. It always helps the soldier who is in harm’s way to believe
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that the commander has their back and best interest above all else. Geperal David Petracus was
beloved and admired because his soldiers knew that he cared and he sacrificed for his country.

I have been a civilian and military lawyer for over thirty-three years and understand the
responsibility and challenges that our judicial system faces in cases like this. [ know that General
Petracus has been embarrassed and has quietly suffered in ways that most people could not fully
appreciate. The court’s decision in passing judgment on General Petraeus, I am confident, will
include all the facts of who he is and not just those of his misdeeds. The toll on those who have
been fighting this war for thirteen years is hard for most of us to appreciate. Some have made the
ultimate sacrifice, some have been broken, and all have been affected including their families.

firmly believe that General Petracus has the desire and ability to continue to serve his country as

he is one of the most knowledgeable people [ have ever met about the world and the threats we
face as a nation,

I respectfully request that the court strongly consider a sentence without confinement serving the
interest of justice. Thank vou very much for considering this letter. I am very honored to bave
written it on behalf of my friend, General David Petraeus.

Sincerely,

Ldsey O.-Graka
United States Senator
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April 3, 2015

The Honorable David C. Keesler
United States Disirict Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 2338
Chariotte, North Carolina 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:
With your permission, I would like to offer & few words on behaif of David Petracus,

From 2001 to 2009, I served then-President George W. Bush first as his Deputy National Security
Advisor and then as his National Security Advisor. In those positions I got to know General
Petraeus and to observe his work ir: Iraq while commanding the 101* Airbone Division in Mosul
and later as Commander of the Multi-National Security Transition Command — Iraq. In those
positions he displayed enormous vision, a keen sense of strategy, a talent for innovation, and the
ability to lead and motivate the young men and women under his command to do hard things
well. :

This is the man [ saw. A remarkable and gifted leader, A person ef courage, character, and
Integrity. A man who set high standards and tried his best to meet them himself. A remarkable
yet practical intellect who knew how fo get things done.

When President Bush in January 2007 changed American strategy in Irag and surged additional
1.8, forces there, General Petracus was the logical choice to lead the effort. Implementing the
new strategy required not only imagination and creativity at the top but an ability to lead and
inapire a force of over 160,000 military men and women to move in & different direction, The
barriers to success were enormous buf General Petracus found a way to overcome them.

I lived through the Viet Nam cra — a war lost, an army broken, and an America unsure of its role
in the world, America was headed to 3 similar result in Iraq before the turnaround engineered by
General Peteacus and the remarkable men and women that he Jed. They défeated Al Qaeda in
Iraq, brought down the violence, turned the future of Iraq back to the Iragi people, and sef up the
return home of American forces, An accomplishment of historic proportions.

Beg_inning in 2011, the Middle East as a whale descended into chaos, increasing sectarian
violence, and humenitarian disaster. Our nation is struggling to figure out how to respond. From
his long experience in Iraq, end then his service as the American regional commander

(CENTCOM) ind later as Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), General Petracus is
in a truly umigque posifion to help figure out the way forward. Our country needs him in that role,

Singerely yours,
Stephen J. Hadley
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THE HONORABLE JANE HARMAN

March 13, 2015

The Hon. David C. Keesler
United States District Court

40] West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:

I served in the US Congress for nine terms, and focused on security and intelligence issues. Ten
years of my tenure were from 2001-11, where I played a meaningful role 1n crafting and
overseeing our country’s response to 9/11.

In that capacity I worked closely with General David Petracus and want the Court to know of his
significant contributions in Irag, CENTCOM, Afghanistan and the CIA. Ihave continued to
work with him in my capacity as President and CEO of the Wilson Center, wheie he regularly
participates in programming and events.

He is brave, brilliant and a rare strategic thinker. It was impressive to sec him take what
arnounted to a demotion at the President's request when he moved from CENTCOM Commander
to COMISAF to take over for General Stan McCrystal. He continues to advise the
Administration as requested.

Of course it troubles me to read in the public press about the circumstances which have prompted
him to plead goilty to a misdemeanor and pay a fine. Ido not excuse his conduct. But I hope the
court will not recommend incarceration.

My view rests on three arguments. First, Dave Petraens is a national hero and over & long career
has dermnonstrated joyalty and sacrifice to America. Second, incarceration would make it
awlward for him to continue to render advice to the Adwinistration — a loss for our country.
Third, as a public figure, his mistakes have been exposed in the press and he has suffered
humiliation and embarrassment. I firmly believe the penalties in the reported plea agreement are
sufficient to demonstrate that no one is above the law.

1 respectfully urge the court to endorse the plea agreement and not impose any additional
penalties,

Sincerely,

£ Harman
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Honorable David C. Keesler
Unitéd States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotie, NC. 28202

March 0, 2015

RE: Letter of Character for David H. Pettacus
Honorable David C. Keesier,

This Letter of Character is written on behalf of David H. Petracus, General United States Aty (Retired).

1 have been privileged and honcred to have been acquainted with General Petracus for 20 years and have
personally known him since May 2002, Our personal and professional relationship began on a parade
field 2t Forl Campbell, Kentucky when he assumed command of thé storied 101® Airborne Division (Air
Assault). I served as his Division' Command Sergeant Major, a position that required trust, sound
judgtnent, and constant cammumcatmn between both the commander and the command sergeant major,

General Petracus mpressed me wnth his exceptional qualities of” 1eademhip, ‘vision, and energy. He
expected these quelities of himself as well as those who served on his team., What was more inpressive
was his patience and his abifity to cultivate and nurture those qualities in all around him. He cleatly
brought out the best in me. General Petracus was a master at furning one’s potential into reality. His
well-earned reputation as a leader developer was infections, This made mo excited abont serving that
resulted in a work ethic that I was able to.spread across and organization aud installation of nearly 20,000
combat troops. -

Genaml Petrae.us and 4 smbarkad on a serles of wmbat deplnyment LT command team mmmencmg

Theough his fransformational leadarsth stqu he inspired the Soldmrs to move and installation of Combat.

Soldiers, equipment, vehicles, and 256 helicopters from Fort Campbell, Keritucky to Jacksonvilie,
Florida; o Kuwait, and on to Iraq within three weeks of receiving 2 Deployment Order. This highly
motivated the division to take a disciplined fight: to the cnemy while re-building the couniry, the
povernment, and its people a8 we fought. We knew then that we were at the inauguration of doctrine
change. The Division benefitfed immensely from the level of autonomy and authority that empowered
me to execute his vision by enabling noncommissionéd officers at every level.

In February 2007 while recovering from a poteriial caresr e.ndmg surgery, | was asked by General
Petrasus to join him in Iraq to take on the critical mission of reversing the cycle of violence. Our reunion
as a command team became a combat muliiplier to the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines serving.in
Iraq during the break of g ¢ivil war, After consulting with my wife; mother and father, they unamimously
stated that had it been anyone other than General Petraeus requesting, they would not support my
deployment, My family had grown to admire General Petragus’ competence and strong chavacter and
. they too felt honored in him selecting me to join him in this important mission for the netion,

During my nearly two years serving as the Cornmend Serior Enlisted Leader of Multinational Force-Irag

(MNFT), General Petracus provided me with the directivés of “Giving Encrgy to the Force; Expanding the.

Impact that he had on the Force; and Protecting the Service Cultures in the Force,” It was through his
Page 1 of 2
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vision and delegatlm of authorify that made me a renowned senior leader in our Armed Forces, In
Baghdad on July 4, 2007, he inspired nearly 600 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines to reenlist into
the armed forces in a amgle cérémony. On that same day in 2008, he more than donbled that amount with
1,215 service members recommitting themselves to their brothers and sisters in arms and to the nation.

His inspirationa] leadership and trust in the noncommissioned officer corps sparked the interest in -

Admiral Michael Millens, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to offer me the opportunity to serve as
the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman (SEAC), the highest ranking enlisted position of the United
States Armed Forces, I declined the opportunity to serve as SEAC and accepted another opportunity to
serve with General Petracus as the Command Semor Enhste:d Leader for United States Central Command
(USCENTCOM). :

While at USCENTCOM, myy rolé as the Commeand Senior Enlisted Leader svolved to one that no other
enlisted service member had experienced there, Though not commissioned as an officer of the armed
forces, I was able to enbance the culture of a joint service command by applying the many lessons in
diplomacy and transformational Jeadership that 1 was afforded first-hand witness with General Petracus.
He entrusted me and resourced me with the skill and knowledge to unilaterally represent the United States
of America in Theater Security Cooperation in the Middle East and Central Asian States as well as
represent him and the command by providing USCENTCOM theater and operational level joint senior
enlisied leader perspeetives to members of the 1.8, Congress, military and civilian organizations.

General Petraeus and I spent over & year together in Kabul, Afghamstan serving as & command team from

June 2010 through July 2011. There, I had another front row seaf getting first-hand knowledge of his
dynanyie leadership, tremendous character, and penuine love for service members. The austere conditions
coupled with the constant changing weather did not deter bim from the many risks he enconntsred while
visiting our troops arrayed across the country — always taking the time to talk to service meribers, pin a
medal, reenlist a few, or evén take & photo with them. On July 4, 2011, the 237" birthday of our nation,
with Jegs than two weeks remaining as the commander of ISAF, he reenlisted 237 service members in
mulliple ceremonies across the country. Any blank space on his calendar belonged to the troope and he
leaned toward me to maximize the impact of that time.

General David H. Petraeus is, and always will be, a remarkable “once in a life time leader” in the eyes of
hundreds of thousands of service members, | view him in the same light. Like me, many officers and
enfisted service members jumped at the opportunity 1o serve with Genetal Petracus. Many restructured
their career plans, pogstponed educational plans, gave up ofvilian jobs, or even held off retirements to
rejoin “Team-Petracus” and deploy to combat, When asked to describe the character of General David H,
Petraeus, I define him as a Transformational Leader. People will follow a person who inspires them, A
person with vision and passion can achieve great things, And the way to get things done is by injecting
enthusiasrri and energy. That is what I attempted 10 say in the prevmus paragraphs. It was through his
unswerving commitment as much as anything else that kept people gofog, particularly through the darker
times when some may have questioned whether the vision could ever be achieved. If the troops did not
believe that they could sncoeed, then their efforts would flag. General Petraeus constantly infected and re-
infected us with his high level of commitmertt to the vision.

or email gt

ﬁmﬂ}’r : m

Command Smgaamt Major
United States Army (Retired)

Page 2 of 2
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 March 12, 2015

Hon. David C. Keesler

TUnited States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler:

I write to support General (Retised) David H. Petraéus as he appears before your court. He has
Tived his life devoted to public service and the good of our country. He continues to strive io
benefit America’s national security through his ongoing conversations with senior U.S. and
foreign officials and his commitment to research on U.S. and global policy. He therefore remains
an asset to our nation and a valuable source of msight and advice on the weighty matters that
confront our country, including the deteriorating security in Iraq and the rise of the Islamic State.

1 have known General Petraeus since 2007 when he commanded the intemational coalition in
Iraq. I also served with him as an independent advisor; I deployed to Afghanistan as a volunteer
for the thirteen months he served in command of the International Security Assistance Foree
there. He now serves on the Board of Directors of the non-partisan, non-profit research
institution, the Institute for the Study of War, of which I am president.

General Petraeus was a commander continuously for many years. Command duties are
exhausting, as the commander is always accountable fo his higher headequarters, and ultimately to
the President and Secretary of Defense, for executing his mission. A commander is accountable
also to himself and to his subordinates for the decisions he makes that put lives at risk in combat
zones. Command is a grinding and tiring responsibility, undertaken far away from home, and m
the case of senior commanders, without a wealth of peer support. It requires hard choices and
tough decisions. '

General Petracus’s sccomplishments and achievements in Traq are well known and described
works of history such as Fred Kaplan’s The Fsurgents. This book also docnments how he .
cultivated intellects and practitioners within the U.S. Army during bis career in 8 way that made
possible the extraordinary shift in strategy in Iraq that vastly reduced violence and increased
security for miillions of Iragis. The statistics are & matter of public record, but the atmospherics
ate as important. I walked through neighborboods of Baghdad in February 2008 that had been
violent hotspots when I had first driven through them in a military convoy in 2007, Children
wete on the streets with their parents. They had been liberated from fear and terror, and they had
returned to a hife of hope. '
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General Petraeus’s time in Afghanistan is less well known, but worth recalling. I worked with
him directly and observed his interactions with his headquariers on a pearly daily basis from
June 2010 to July 2011. His appointment to that command was a surprise to him and to his staff
at U.S. Ceniral Command. It was a demotion, since in the U.S. military Unified Combatant
Commanders are above the theater commanders in the chain of command. He accepted this
responsibility, and without leave or rest joined his new headquarters in Kabul. He invigorated
programs 1o stabilize Afghan villages threatened by the Tatiban. He helped establish a process by
which Afghanistan grew more independent as NATO countries continued to support the mission
there. And he oversaw military operations which helped to liberate Afghan populations from the
vielent control of the Taliban. These efforts helped advance the security of the Unifed States, as
well as improving the wellbeing of millions of people living in a war-torn country. General
Petrasus went with only a short break from Afghanistan to service as a civilian as the Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency.

Even after General Petracus had resigned as Director, he remained interested in the national
security issues that had motivated him in his career of public service. He regularly read
publications and sought briefings from scholars who covered these issues, including my team of
analysts at the Institute for the Study of War among many other, more senior experts. He
provided feedback to young experts, mentored them in their carcers, and helped develop their
understanding of strategic issues that they had not yet encountered. And he began to teach at the
City University of New York’s Macaulay Honors College and the University of Southern
California, thus developing the next generation of young talent interested in national security,
history, and politics. I have observed him teach in a summer course I run for undergraduates,
and he is engaging, thoughtful, and animated in a way that motivates students. He is also a
mentor to me in the work that I do at the Institute, providing excellent feedback, constructive
criticism, and helpful strategic advice. In short, General Petracus has service at the core of his
ethos, even now that he is no longer a public servant.

General Petraeus is a national asset. He has already contributed greatly to the achievements of
the United States and to the improvement of millions of lives. He has served dutifully for thirty-
seven years in uniform and continues to serve in new ways even as he has entered the private
sector. He has much more to give to our country should he be allowed to continue to contribute
actively in discussions of public policy, teaching, and non-profit work.

I do not belicve that General Petraeus would ever intentionally do harm to the interests of the
United States or its government. He cares as deeply about the safety and security of the
American people as anyone I have ever known. Depriving him of the opportunity to continue to
waork for that safety in a time of such great dangers would be too harsh a punishment for him and
too much of a loss to the American people.

Sincerely,

Al e,

Kimberly Kagan
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March 17, 2015

The Honarable David C. Keesler
United States Disirict Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler,

| served in the US Army for almost 38 years and knew Dave Petraeus for 26 of
thoge years. As In most military associations our families know each other as welt and my
wife Terry and | observed the Petraeus children grow from the early years of elementary -
school to the young adults they-are today; as we were so delighted and honored to attend
the wedding of Holly and Dave's daughter, Anne. My initial relationship with Dave was
more of a supervisor as | was in his chain of command for three key command and siaff
assignments. My relationship changed from just a boss to one of a mentor which in the
latter years has aiso grown into a close and rewarding friendship. Our relationship tock &
unique and declsive turn over twenty years ago when Dave, who was standing next to me
observing a live fire training exercise, was shot in the chest by a soldier who accidentally
discharged his rifle. Dave's wound was near fatal as we fought for his life prior to medical
evacuation and eventually was stabilized with seven haurs of surgery. As he said after his
recovery that we are "bonded for life” which was certainly a prophetic and fortuitous
observation.

The eritical time of our relationship was during the almast four years he commanded
US/NATO farces in Iraq and Afghanistan during both surge periods. I¥as his mentor and

_ senior advisor conducting multiple week assessments for him every few months. As such, 1,

abserved him on a continuous basis In the most stressful and challenging circumnstances
that any of our current and historic theater commanders have ever faced. He was nothing
short of remarkable as he used his years of command experience and personal attributes
fo turn around two wars that were failing, while coping with the significant demands of the
host government and the US government. Indeed there is no substitute for outstanding
critical leadership and no wonder that the American peaple rewarded Dave with a
celebrated status not seen since WWIL
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Dave is an honorable man, an accomplished American pleading guilty fo a crime
and a trusted friend who still has much to offer in the private and public sectors. As Dave
has transitioned to the private sector he is engaged and dedicated to his work, to the
veteran organizations he is affiliated with and to making a meaningful and lasting
contribution through his efforts. | know without equivocation that Dave has learned from his
mistakes and willingly supports accountability,

| respect very much your consideration of his plea and | appreciate the opportunity to
share my thoughts with you.

Sincerely,

John M. Keane
General
US Army, Retired
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MACAULAY

HONORS COLLEGE AT CUNY

15 West 677 8t.  Mew York, New York 10023 212 7292900 £212 580-8130 ann kirschner@mbc. cuny.edu

8 March 2015

Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street

Suite 238

Charlotte, Narth Carclina, 28202

Dear Judge Keesler,

| write on behalf of David Petraeus, who has taught at Macaulay Honors College since
2013 as Visiting Professor of Policy. Professor Petrasus has brought commitment and
integrity to all his activities at Macaulay. He is a master teacher whose impact on our
students and our institution will last far beyond the boundaries of a semester or a
classroom. :

Macaulay is the honors college of The City University of New York (CUNY), which has
provided generations of New Yorkers with access and opportunities that demonstrate the
transformative power of education. Our students are as talented and ambitious as you
would find in any top college, but their life stories are very different. Many of them are
immigrants and many are first in their family to graduate from college. They are maostly
lower and middie income -- and Macaulay provides free tuition. We are a young
program, but our atumni already include two Rhodes Scholars and Fuibright and Truman
fellows, as well as many winners of National Science Foundation fellowships. '

I mention this only because there was a spedcial fit between David Petraeus and our |
students from the very beginning. He accepted our invitation to teach at Macaulay -- a
refatively unknown institution -- because our mission of public higher education and our
special student body aligned with his personal history and his views on developing
isadership. The content of his seminar, on the coming North American decade with
emphasis on life sciences, technology, energy, and advanced manufacturing, was
interesting, to be sure. But even better was his abiiity to connect with students. He
brought his expansive global experience into the classroom and coaxed the best from
each student, right down to the evel of line-editing the writing and presentation skills that
are the solid foundation for success in any profession.

Nobody has a better nose for authenticity than an American teenager. Professor
Petraeus has won the respect of these young scholars by his intellect, his insistence on
fact-based and clear arguments, and most of ail by showing his respect for them.
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His service to our young institution has gone way beyond the duties of a part-time
instructor. In addition to his fidelity to his teaching responsibilities (rarely missing a
class), he has met with the entire Macaulay community in well-attended sessions, where
he has recruited remarkable speakers such as Fareed Zakaria, Jared Cohen, and David
Brooks, to consider and discuss the most impoartant issues of the day.

[ hope | will be allowed a few personal observations. As Professor Petraeus and | are
about the same age, | have often thought about paraliel lives, for me as an activist
college student in the 1960s and then decades as an entrepreneur, while he served in the
military. | have gained profound respect and gratitude for how the dedication of Professor
Petraeus and others enabled the rest of us to pursue civilian lives of career and family
from the cornfort and safety of our American homes.

It is impossible for me not to lament the circumstances and choices that have led up to
this letter. But } believe that David Petraeus should be allowed to continue his
remarkable record of achievement and service. For my part, | hope to see him back in
the classroom soon.

Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,

Ann Kirschner
Dean
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Hon. David C. Keesler

United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC. 28202

March 7, 2015
Dear Judge Keeéler,

My name is Erika Larsen, and I am a senior in the City University of New York’s Macaulay
Honors College. I was 4 student in General Petracus’ 2013 fall seminar, entitied “Are We on the
Threshold of the North American Decade?” General Petracus consistently dealt with his students
in a professional manner, and exhibited concern and dedication to helping us succeed in his class
and beyond. General Petracus is undoubtedly the best professor I have had during my time at the
Macaulay Honors College, and incarceration would deny other students the extremely valuable
experience of learning from a great public servant. '

General Petraeus’ course examined the global economy and the ongoing revolntions in energy,
advanced manufacturing, life science, and information technology that could stand to position
the United States as an economic leader. The course was challenging and involved class
discussions, oral presentations, and written assignments, The classes consisted of a dialogue with
General Petracus, who listened to our thoughts and used his vast expertise to create a thoroughly
enriching, enjoyable, and comfortable classroom environment.

General Petracus was very approachable, professional, and genuinely cared about his students.
He personalty read and graded all of our assignments and encouraged students fo speak to him
about the comments he Ieft on our papers. After each class, he took the time to meet with all the
students that wanted additional feedback. As a result, many of us saw a dramatic improvement in
our ability to write effective and clear papets. General Petraeus’ help throughout the semester
greatly improved my ability to write on challenging public policy topics. Because of his
extensive advise, I was able io submit the final term paper I wrote for his class to the University
of California Berkeley’s Goldman School of Public Policy journal, PolicyMatiers. My paper,
entitled 3D-Printing and the Law, was published in the Fall 2014 journal.

General Petracus made the effort to get to know each student’s aspirations and provided valuable
guidance. He offered on numerous occasions to provide me with recommendations and advice in
order to'belp shape my future in public policy. During a meeting with General Petfracus, he gave
me extremely valuable advice that helped me decide to pursue an MPA at Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School and, someday, a Ph.D. After spending this past summer as a Public
Policy and International Affairs Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson School, I am confident that his
advice is the right path for me. While General Petraens’ schedule is tightly filled with meetings
with great political leaders, he stifl offers his time to help his students suncceed.
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My fellow students and I were delighted to attend the New York Historical Society’s Annual
Gala in 2013 and watch our professor receive the History Makers Award for his outstanding
service and contributions to our pation. General Petraens’ professional accomplishments are
surpassed only by his exceptional character. On more than one occasion, I have observed
General Petraeus handie difficult people with consistent grace and patience. He is selfless, hard
working, thonghtful, affable, humble, and a true public servant. A sentence of imprisonment
would rob future policy leaders of the opportunity to learn from General Petracus. As a student
hoping to one day be a leader in public policy, I have undoubtedly been blessed to learn from an
American hero.

Sincerely,

‘A

Erika Larsen
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March 12, 2015

Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Court
431 West Trade Street
Suite 238

Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Sir:

it is incredibly painful for me to write this letter. | have known and deeply respected Dave Patraeus since
he was 25 years old,

It has been my judgment throughout these many years that he is one of the maost talented, dedicated,
hardworking, and honorable men | have ever known.

There is no guestion that he has devoted his entire life to protecting the American people. In the past 15
years his personal courage and leadership skills have been & major factor in keeping the American

peopie safe during giobal counter-terrorism operations.

Dave Petraesus ha_s acknowledged his errors in judgment in the personal disaster he created for himself,
He has accepted responsibility. He and his family have already paid a heavy price.

It is my hope that in the coming years we can again engage him in the service of the country.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

VIR,

Barry R. McCaffrey
GENERAL, USA Ret.
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The Honorable David C. Keesler

United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238

Charlotte, North Carolina 28202 March 16, 2015

Dear Judge Keesler,

During my service in [rag, | ultimately worked for General Petraeus. However, [ never met him
personally until my werk as a civilian at Team Rubicon. In Irag, he implemented a strategy that saved
the Yives of humerous American service members. Today, back homwe, he is helping Team Rubicon
implement a novel approach to veteran service thatimproves the lives of tens of thousands of military
veterans,

Through our work together, T have come to know General Petraeus as a man of wisdom and a vatued
mentor. Moreover, ! have personally witnessed the passion that he brings to his work with veterans. |
have relied on his capacity to develop and hold together an international network of partners focused
on helping veterans transition back to civilian life.

His deep concern for veterans and thelr successful reintegration fate ¢ivilian society became clear to
me in 2013 when he agreed to serve on the Team Rubicon Board of Advisors, In addition to his
advisory role, he quickly became one of our more affective supporters. With his assistance, Team
Rubicon has raised over $2M, allowing our organization to deploy military veterans into naturai

_ disasters; helping communities and veterans alike, He hag unselfishly served as a Guest of Honor at
our fundratsers, a featured participant in events, and a vocal advocate for our efforts on behalf of
veterans. :

Hls wisdom was an enormous asset to me personally during my efforts to expand Team Rubicon
internationally, While serving on the Team Rubicon International Expansicn Committee, [ turned to
_General Petraeus for counsel repeatedly and frequently. His perspectives on issues of international
veteran needs and opportunities were invaluable, and he showed the patience to help me navigate
endless new chaltenges. 1 feel grateful that he continues to offer his valued counset as a member of the
Board of Team Rubicon Glebal,

As the former commander of the international coalition that fought together in lraq and Afghanistan,
General Petraeus’ feeling of duty to fellow veterans extends internationally. When Team Rubicen
began to receive reguests for assistance from foreign veterans, we found a passionate partner in the

' General. He has been instrumental in shaping the fledgling Team Rubicon Global board of directors. It
is a testament to his character that such notable individuals as the former German Minister of Defense
and the former British Commander of Land Forces have agreed to join the board of Team Rubicon
Global, Beyond his efforts on our behalf at the organizational level, he has also been key to our
operations all over the worid. He has used his network to help Team Rubicon gain the access we need
to disaster zones in order to assist communities in their time of greatest need.

More than his myriad of skills, value 45 a mentor, or deep connections to international leaders, what
stands out most clearly in my experience with General Petraeus is his simple generosity. As a
significant public figure with broad interests and a dizzying array of cornmitments, General Petraeus
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somehow always makes a space in his calendar for my small non-profit. When [ need his assistanice to
think through a sudden Jooming problem, be is always there; no matter how complicated his schedule.

Othars have doubtiessly commented an what a shame it would be to see a national figure with General
Petraeus’ record of selffess and effective service sentenced 1o lmprisonment. Please aliow me to
comment specifically on the Impact such a sentence would have on my organization. If General
Petraeus were sentenced to imprisonment, it would materially affect our ability to reallze our vision of
a global veteran service arganization revolutionizing disaster response. Team Rubicon would lose
GGeneral Petragus’ influsnce with key international partners, donors, non-governmental crganizations,
as wall as his counsel on diplomacy and international affalrs. This would cripple cur burgeening
organization. .

| appreciate your consideration of both General Petraeus’ past performance as well as the promise of
his Future effarts on behalf of my organization and our country. If | can clarify anything or answer any
i questions, pleass fesl free to contact me a

Yours in Service,

William McNulty
Cofounder and CEQ, Team Rubtcon Global
USMC, 2000-2008
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William H. McRaven
Admiral, U5, Navy (Ret)

To whom it may concern,

I have had the honor of working with General Dave Petraeus since 2003 when he
had a Division Command in Mosul, Iraq. Since that time I worked directly for him when he
was the Commander of the Multi-National Forces Irag (2008-2009), as the Cornmander of
the U1.8. Central Command (2009-2010) and gs the Commander, Internaticnal Security
Forces Afghanistan {2010-2011). Additionally, when I was selected to Command the U.S.
Special Operations Command, I worked closely with Director Petreaus when he led the
ClA.

In all that time, I never saw Dave Petraeus make a decision that wasn’t in the best
interests of the soldiers, sailors, airman and Marines that he led or in the sirategic
interests of the United States, His leadership was ingpiring! He worked tirelessly in the
toughest of combat environments. He was constantly reaching out to the troops ensuring
they had what they needed to do the job; ensuring they knew he appreciated their sacrifice
and ensuring that they were remembered when they fell in combat. Leadership under
these cireumstances is physically and mentally exhausting. It requires a special Xind of
individual to withstand the daily grind, the political pressures, the incredible combat losses
and the need to be victorions. Dave Petracus had that qualify. I guarantee you that his
leadership saved the lives of thousands of soldiers; lives that would have been lost if
different tactieal, aperational and strategie decizions had bean made by a different man.

While I don't condone General Petraeus’ actions after he left the service, 1do put
them in context with his service to the Nation. Few, if any Generals I know, and I know a
lot of them, gave as much, did as much or accomplished as much as Dave Petraeus. Iwill
personally be in his debt for his support to special operations. We were highly successful
throughout my tenure as the Joint Special Operations Commander, because General
Petracus gave me the latitude and the support to do my job. And...when we failed, which
we did occasionally, he undersiood. Even good people make mistakes.

1 wanted to add my name to those who greatly appreciate General Petreaus service
to the Nation and if I can enswer any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at

Very respeetfully,

William H, McRMK

Admiral, USN (Ret)
fwhm
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March 11, 2013

Hon. David C, Keesler

United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler,

For nearly two years, David H. Petracus and I have been colleagues at KKR. We have worked quite clesely with
Dave and I feel that ] have gotten to know him well. I hope that my thoughss are useful to your sentencing process.

KKR is a global investment firm. We invest in companies, real estate assets and infrastructure projects largely on
Yehalf of institutional investors and wealthy individuals. Through our capital and by rolling up our sleeves, we seek
to improve many of the companies in which we invest, -

Dave is Chairman of the XXR Gilobal Institute where he enhances our investment process with his umique
perspective on global affairs and markets. His leadership style is hands-on. Thete is no request, no endeavor, no
matter too small or colleague too unimportant for Dave’s careful attention and commitment to help. These
leadership skills, along with Dave’s inteliectual curiosity and capacity, unparalleled work ethic and discretion have
eammed fhe confidence of some of the world’s most sophisticated business leaders and investors in navigating

complicated and intractable problems. Of course, none of this was a surprise to me given Dave's spectacular

success serving our country.

But I've been equally impressed by Dave’s admirable personal qualities. Dave is an enthusiastic participant on
every team and considers carefully the opinions of everyone from less experienced, younger professionals in all
roles to our most sentor and accomplished colleagues. Bveryone has great confidence in Dave, feels that he values
their views, and appreciates the personal interest he takes in them. I've also been impressed with Dave’s
cornmitments to self-improvement and to Jearning from everyone with whom he interacts.

Dave has maintained his deep commitment to public service. He chairs KKR’s Veteran's Advisory Coungcil, a
partnership with many KKR portiolio compani¢s that has hired 26,000 veterans in the past three years, He has also
continned to serve as a trusted and confidential bipartisan advisor 1o leaders in the Administration and Congress,
offering his insights on vexing public policy challenges and solutions to global threats. His writing, speaking and
teaching on “the coming North American decades” is an optimistic vision for our nation's future, including
thoughtful and specific policy suggestions fo realize this promise. And, Dave’s work at the City College of New
York epitomizes his commitment to upward mobility for young men and women of promise, but whose families
lack economic means.

Over the past two years, I have come to respect, admire and trust Dave Petracus as a colleague, patriot & friend. He
adds significant value to KKR’s investing and to our calture and we look forward to his continuing service s a
trusted Member of KKR for many years, | hope my thoughts are helpful to you in making your sentencing decision.

Sincerely, W\@

Kenneth B. Mehlman

Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. LP.

9 West 57 Street, New York, NY 10018 T +1.212.750.8300 F +1.212.750.0003
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11 March 2013
Dear Judge Keesler,

1 write today in support of David H. Petraeus, whom
T have known and worked closely with from 2004 through
2012. Dave is the foremost General of our generation, a
reputation he forged leading our military in two wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan while confronting the 21% century
terror threat. h

I hold know one in higher regard for his
achievements. Ie has distinguished himself to the greater
good in Traq, where he reversed certain failure and in
Afghanistan, where he stabilized a most complex
campaign in a war torn country.

Tn countless circumstances with which he and I dealt,
Dave Petracus demonstrated a dedication and
determination which was matchless. He also cared deeply
about those with whom he served, whether enlisted or
officer. He is a human being of character and strong moral
fiber who led with integrity. I

Dave is also humanly flawed, as many are, for which
he has paid a huge price both personally and
professionally. And1am certain he will deeply regret his
mistakes for the rest of his life. -
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Dave has as much potential for service as just about
anyone I know. He possesses a special capacity combined
with a desire to make a difference.

I would ask that Dave’s life of exceptional service to
our country and his potential for the future be considered
in mitigation in the important decision before you.

Thank you for the consideration.
Sincerely,

utee Mt

M.G. Mullen

Admiral, USN (Ret)
17® Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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© John A.Nagl, D.PhiL. P20
Headmaster

Hon. David C. Keesler ‘ ' : March 10, 2015
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street

Suite 238

Charlotte, NC 28202

Your Honor,
It is my unfortunate task today to ask that you grant clemency on David H. Petraeus. |

{ have known David for nearly thirty years. We met when [ was a young West Point cadet and
he was a Captain teaching in the Military Academy’s Department of Social Sciences and
completing his Princeton University doctoral dissertation on the Vietnam War. He has beena
mentor, teacher, leader, and friend to me through three decades, but David has also had a positive
national and international impact over that time that I believe to be unmatched. His complete
dedication to the United States and to the defense of her cmzens are worthy of your
consideration.

David left West Point after two years of teacmng to work as a speechwriter to Gcneral John
Galvin, the Supreme Allied Commander of NATO. When I was assigned as a summer intern to
NATO before my senior year, David offered me a comer of his desk and a chance to see how
international security policy was made. I wrote niy senior thesis under his mentorship, literally
shoulder to shoulder, struggling to keep up with David both intellectually and on morming P'T
runs. He wrote what turned out to be the decisive letter in my successful application for a
Rhodes Scholarship, and I will always be grateful

Dave’s mentorship continued as I strove to follow in his footsteps, although remembering those
runs with him I chose the less physically demanding path of service as a tank officer rather than
an infantryman. I was deeply concemed when Dave was shot through the chest in a training
accident at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and not at all surprised when he quickly escaped from his
hospital bed to do P'T with his troops. He shattered his pelvis in a parachute jump, but quickly
regained his strength and demonstrated that fact by again ranning me into the ground. Although
never wounded in combat, Dave has suffered enormous suffering during his military career. _
He played important roles in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, spending significant time away
from home and his son and daughter, but David first saw combat in Iraq in 2003, leading the
famed 101% Airbome Division on the assault against Saddam Hussein. While successful in
combat, he was magnanimous in peace, working hard to restore Mosul, Irag’s third largest city,
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~ to economic prosperity after the war. He was so successful in this task that he was quickly
promoted to three-star general and almost immediately sent back to Iraq and given the
impossible task of recreating the Traqi Army and police force, a mission I helped him accomplish
during my own service in Al Anbar province in 2004. It was a Herculean mission, requiting
creative thinking and enormous dedication to overcoming a multitude of obstacles as well as
physical courage, and he did it enormously well.

" Returning to the United States for close to the first time in a decade, Dave was assigned to lead
the Army’s Combined Arms Center at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the Army’s brain center.
Convinced that we were not winning the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan but that we could do
better by following the lessons of history he had learned at Princeton and taught at West Point,
David pulled together a team of soldier-scholars to rewrite the Army Coumcrmsurgency Manual
for the first time since Vietnam. He accomplished that task in less than a year, and then was
given the extraordinary opportunity to put the doctrine he had written into practice, assigned to
commangd all forces in Traq during that war’s darkest hour,

All seemed lost. Dave had to remind Senators Clinton and Obama that “Hard is not hopeless™,
and when I was asked his chances for success, I estimated them as between one in three and
even—Dbut, I said, if there was a man on the planet who could turn that war around, it was him,
He did it. In one of the most extraordinary tums of events in military history, Dave convinced
the Sunni tribes who had been killing our soldiers with roadside bombs to stop fighting against
us and instead to fight with us against Al Qaeda in [raq. It was a miracle, and it would not have
happened without him. Vialence dropped by two-thirds over his eighteen months in command,
and he left Traq with a reasonable prospect for long-term stability and a foreign policy that was in
the interests of the United States of America.

Any other man would have retired, written his memoirs, and made millions, Dave doesn’t care
about money; he cares about serving his country.. He took on the enormously difficult job of
commanding Central Command, responsible for dozens of countries whose security is critical to
out nation including both Irag and Afghanistan, When President Obama relieved General Stan
McChrystal, then commanding in Afghanistan, at a critical moment in American civil-military
relations, the President knew that only one American could hold that war together. And so,
without even telling his wife that he was going back to combat, Dave took command of another
theater of war, the Afghan war.

It was even more difficult than Irag had been, but he displayed the same determination to
sticceed that has always marked Dave’s career. He altered the trajectory of the Afghan war as he
had the war'in Iraq, but Afghanistan was a harder task, not least because of Pakistan’s perfidy.
Dave gave up command of that war to become the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
taking off his country’s uniform after wearing it for nearty forty years, but continuing his
extraordinary service to our nation.

Dave made critical mistakes as Director of the CIA that put at risk highly classified intelligence.
I will not downplay the significance of his actions, nor argue that he should not be punished for
them. But Dave’s crime should be viewed against the totality of his career of service and
sacrifice, including repeated combat tours in two wars, As a military historian, I am confident
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thai David Petracus is the greatest general of his generation. The nation owes him a huge debt of
gratitude, and I very much hope that you will recognize his service when sentencing this man
who has done so much to keep us and our children safe from harm, and changed the course of
history. ' : ‘

I personally believe that his service is not yet complete, and will note that the White House
continues 1o call upon his expertise and personal connections as we now wage war against the
extraordinary evil that calls itself the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. I would urge youto .
sentence Dave to community service connected to that war, working with national decision
makers and the US military to fight against an ISIS that threatens imocents around the globe.
Dave is a national asset, and we cannot afford to have his talents, experience, and commitment to
our collective safety sidelined at this critical juncture of the war against radical Islamic
extremism. Please, your honor, heve mercy on him, and put him to work on behalf of our future.

Sincerely,

Lieutenant (Hlonel, US Army (Retired)
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7 March 2015

Dear Judge Keesler;

This Letter is in support of David Petraeus. | first met David in Italy in the 509" Alrborne Battalion -
Combat Team in Vicenza, ltaly. | was the unit Executive Officer, later Deputy Commander, fater
Commander. David was initially a rifle platoon leader and later-for the bulk of our time-the 51
(Personnel) as a 2d Lt and later 1% Lt. This position is normally held by a senior Captain. David and his
wife Holly, became close personal friends despite the difference in rank and have remained so to this
day. David was truly exceptionally as his reports show.

From that time forward, we have remained in close touch with both Dave and Holly. In a sense, | have
been a constant mentor and friend for David through his progress and responsibilities.

David has always exhibited exceptional competency, insight, astuteness and personal qualities that set
him apart from virtually all others | have known. Above all else, (and | have a very strong sensitivity
button for setf-serving, self-aggrandizement), Pavid has always striven to be the best and do the best in
a situation-not for him but for the issue at hand. In my 40+ years of Service, | find him distinctly unique.

For whatever reason, he has gualities that others lack in both problem insight and problem resolution
that have served him and the Nation exceptionally well over time and his personal progress. His
continuous selection by very senior officers to be their intellactual compass underscores this. His lack of
cancern regarding jealousies, backbiting and personal professional risk sets him apart. He is truly more
concerned about outcomes than himself. In my experience, this is an exceedingly rare quality.

| believe | know and understand David better than maost anyonhe autside his immediate family. He has
always had an insatiable core fire to accomplish good for good causes and is totally sincere in that
regard despite others carping or jealousies. Within our generation, | consider him a truly Great Man.

David has given an extraordinary value to our Nation over the terms of his Service. He is almost unique
and alone in his historic ability to provide positive resolutions where others have presided over failure.
Despite contemporary issues, his desire to continue to serve remains undiminished. And he has a lot
more to give,

| have had extensive dialogue with David and can assure you, that whatever punishment may be meted,
pales in comparison to the punishment he has visited upon himselff and always will. The weight of issues
is a life sentence on him and a deep personal punishment which he can never expunge.

Keith

Col (Ret)
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MEGHAN O’SULLIVAN

Jeane Kirkpatrick Professor of the Practice of [nternational Affairs
Director of the Geopolitics of Energy Project
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs

The Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Court

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, NC, 28202

10 April 2015

To The Honorable David C. Keesler,

Thank you for your willingness to read this letter in support of General David Petracus. [ have
krnown Geeneral Petraeus since 2003, when he was commander of the 101" Airborne Division in
northern Itag and I was working for the Coalition Provisional Authority in Baghdad. In the many
years that followed, we stayed in close contact as his career repeatedly returned him to Iraq (and
Afghanistan) and I became Deputy National Security Adviser for Iraq and Afghanistan at the White
House. In 2007, T joined him in Baghdad at his request to help execute the new strategy for Iraq
that President Bush had recently announced.

Throughout these years, | saw General Petracus in the darkest of moments and under the greatest of
stresses, 1 feel I know him not only as a famous general, but as a person, with his own strengths and
weaknesses. It is for this reason that I felt compelled to write this letter. I understand that the
process of sentencing will involve many legal considerations about which I have no knowledge.

But to the extent that you have discretion in the process, [ hope you will take a few facets of David
Petracus into account.

First, General Petraeus has served the United States at a level and with a sense of commitmetit
matched by few others since 9/11. e enthusiastically tock on missions that others dismissed as
hopeless. Through relentless optimism, intellectual honesty and rigor, and personal charisma,
General Petraeus was able to motivate tens of thousands of men and women in uniform, as well -
~ civilians, and even Iragis to push for a better future for Iraq and a better outcome for the United
States. While no one man or woman can account for the success or failure of a mission as
complicated and fraught as that of Irag, General Petracus’ involvement was absolutely critical in
reversing (he tragic trajectories in Iraq from 2007-2008.

PHONE 617-496-4308

EMAIL
meghan_osullivan@hks harvard eda
7% John F. Kennedy Street, Box 53
Cambridge, MA 02138
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While any reader of history can attest to his success as a military commander, as someone who
spent vears toiling over difficult problems with him, I can attest to his remarkable sense of service.
Over the better part of a decade, I never once heard him lament the hardships or complain of the
challenges he faced during his many years of deployments with few comforts, many dangers,
enormous responsibilities, and insufficient resources.

In addition, General Petraeus still has a great deal to give to our country —at a time when many of
the challenges we face abroad are of the exact variety about which he holds great and almost unique
expertise. While doing well in the private sector, General Petracus remains deeply committed 1o
public service and is eager to be unfettcred in his ability to provide advice and recommendations fo |
the U.S. government. [ am one American who hopes that he will be able to continue in one way or
another his extraordinary contribution to U.S. national security in the very immediate future.

Thank you again for considering the contents of this letter. Again, to the extent that you have
discretion in the sentencing process, I would be grateful if you consider his extraordinary service to
our country and the potential contributions he still has to make at this time of great uncertainty

OVErseas.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ/— OS2z

Meghan L. O’ Sullitvan
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND LEADERSHIP
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY
WEST POINT, NY 10988

Merch 20, 2015

The Honorable David C. Keesler
United States District Couit

401 West Trade Street, Suite 238
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

Dear Judge Keesler,

I served as General David H. Petraeus’ personal aide-de-camp from June 2006 to
September 2008, a period that included the entire "Surge” in Irag. During almost all of that
time——seven days a week and 24 hours a day—1I was either by his side or in the room next door.
I may know him better than anyone outside of his immediate family.

As General Petragus’ closest personal assistant, I advised him on sensitive decisions,
recruited and supervised much of his personal staff, and often spoke for him. I facilitated and
had appropriate access to his correspondence. I worked closely with him during the great days
and the tough days. And during the "Surge,” there were plenty of both.

Flag officers and their personal aides often grow close, and over time, flag officers tend
to "let their gnard down" and show their frue selves to their aides. The more I got to know
General Petracus, the more he impressed me as a man of impeccable character who served our
country with distinction and honor. In all of my time with General Petraeus, T am not aware of
him committing a professional or personal moral indiscretion.

_ In fact, General Petracus was a character role model for me and all those under his
command. I saw him use his lawful authority to grant second chances to scores of service-
members who had fallen short of moral or professional standards and were pending disciplinary
action, yet who were worthy of those second chances. I saw his consistent kindness to custodial
staff, beggars, and those who were disadvantaged. Iknow he spoke honestly and generously
about an officer others widely perceived as a rival to him when a powerful senator asked him if
that officer should be promoted or retired. I saw him personally pick up trash off the ground
everywhere we went, teaching by example that officers are humbly responsible for everything
under their commands. [ saw him hand-write thank-you notes to hundreds of people who were
simply doing their jobs. I saw him believe in the American and Iraqi soldiers when very few
other people did. I saw him encourage and win reconciliation between seemingly intractable

political and military factions in Iraq. Isaw him change the Coalition's detention policy in Iraq
from one of punishment to one of rehabilitation and forgiveness. Isaw him, time and time again,
display remarkable personal courage by deliberately taking his body armor and helmet off and
walking down some of the most dangerous streets in Iraq, to show the Tragis and the Americans
that peace was within their grasp, and that there was hope. Isaw him reward soldiers for their
restraint when the rules of engagement authorized them to choose violence and death. 1 saw him

- advocate for women’s and minority rights, both in Iraq and within the US military. [ saw
thousands of Coalition soldiers and civilians stand taller and pull their shoulders back when he

1.
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walked by, proud that he was their commander. I saw him forward care packages that were
marked for him to the soldiers in the most remote patro! bases. I saw him struggle with the
emotions of the pink folders—the ones that held the condolence letters to family members of the
fallen— and I saw the terrible toll each took or him as he wrote personal notes to far too many
next of kin. And [ saw him make herculean efforts to attend as many memorial services as
possible, where he would salute the folded flags that represented lives taken much too early, and
embrace and encourage the survivors.

General Petraeus is a national hero who has admitted to making mistakes, Our country
remains deeply indebted to him, though he will tell you that no one owes him anything—he was
simply honored to serve others, Without condoning any human shortcoming he has shown, I
request that he be granted the same grace he gave others daily throughout his 38 years of service
to our Army and nation, :

1 + JBE my b oo Sincerely,

pserve withank  CL P S T

if,cw\ ﬁ‘"#’\ Genen) Petrmas, Everett S. P. Spain
Colonel, U.S. Army
Academy Professor

2
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Robert B. Zoellick

Mareh 17, 2015

Fonorary David C, Keesler
Unrited States District Court
401 West Trade Street
Suje 238

Charlotie, NC 28202

Dear Judge Keesler,
I am writing to you as the court considers the disposition of the case congerning General David Petragus.

I first met General Petraeus in Iraq when I served as Deputy Secretary of State. We later met when he was in charge of
Ceutral Command, and I became President of the World Bank Group, to discuss development and economic issues
related 1o political and security stability in Afghanistan and Irag. More recenily, we co-chaired a U.S. Council on
Foreign Relations Task Force that produced a report-on U.S. policy toward North America; In that capacity, we iravelled
together on numerous occasions to Canada and Mexico, and conducted many meetings in U.S. cities and with our task
force. We spent many hours together, -

Others can offer more knowledgeable and informed testimanials to General Petraeus’s long and accomplished military
service to our country. I may be able to offer some insight on his recent service since leaving government and his
potential to contribute in the future,

General Petraeus continucs to fes! a strong sense of responsibility to America’s men and women in the military, as well
2s to our veterans. 1 have seen how he treats them—ifrom enlisted personnel to junior officers and senior commanders.
He is respectful, concerned, and serious, He goes out of his way to meet current military personnel and veterans. He
shows that they will always be part of his extended family. And they appreciate his attention and encouragement.

Moreover, having met Mexican and Canadian officials, businesspeople, experts, society groups, and journalists with
General Petraeus, I know people around the world are eager to gain from his insights and experience. Evenasa civilian,
David Petracus remains an influential representative of the United States. 1 have learned from him, too. General
Petraeus has much to offer, and his sense of duty and responsibility will make him a valued individual for our country
and others throughout his life. '

Genetal Petracus has a special inferest in sharing his experience with students who are beginning their careers. We have
discussed his courses, interest in teaching, and promotion of the up-and-coming generations. He encourages their
achievement., His personal commitment is strong.

1have had the good fortune of working with many of America’s semior officers over the course of some 25 years. They
are a serious, highly professicnal cadre, Generals and Admirals, of course, become used to commmand. But they are
respectful of the place of the military in America’s civilian society. They are also highly accomplished individuals and a
very impressive group that represents the United States with great skill, decency, and knowledge around the warld.
General Petracus ranks at the top of this honorable order. He has much to offer his fellow countrymen—as well a8 others'
around the globe—and I hope he will have the full opportunity to do so. o

Thank you for your consideration,
With respect,

(fZBon- b, 7)a?:UMV

Robert B. Zoellick
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