CAMPBELL
General Plan Update

Campbell General Plan Update
The City of Campbell has embarked on an exciting and
challenging process, an update to the General Plan. State
law requires the City to adopt a General Plan, and to
periodically review and revise it. The General Plan is the
City’s guiding policy document for future development
decisions related to land use, community design,
transportation, public services, and resource conservation.

What Do You Want to See in Campbell in the
Next 10 to 20 Years?
• A thriving, active community?
• An emphasis on community health and wellness?
• New places to shop and dine?
• New community focal areas?
• Different housing opportunities?

Envision Campbell App
The City wants to hear from its residents, businesses,
and employees. The Envision Campbell App allows the
community to easily engage in the City of Campbell’s
General Plan Update process. By installing the App,
users can:
-Access critical documents.
-See upcoming events, add them to their calendar.
-Participate in discussions.

Newsletter 1 • August 2016

Get Involved!
Website: campbell.generalplan.org
Visit the General Plan website to take
community surveys, and find out
more about future meetings, available
background data, and the status of the
project.
Community Meetings
Attend Neighborhood Workshops and share
your ideas. Five Neighborhood Workshops
will be held at key stages during the
process. Visit the website for updates on
dates, times, and locations for all meetings.
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)
Meetings
Meetings will be held with the General
Plan Advisory Committee to develop
goals and policies. The GPAC will serve
as the advisory board to create the new
General Plan. All GPAC meetings are open
to the public, and the public is welcome
and encouraged to attend. However, in
order to make optimum use of the GPAC’s
time together, only GPAC members will
participate in the discussion.
Newsletters

-View frequently asked questions and answers.
-Ask the City of Campbell questions.
-Access the General Plan website.

During the General Plan update, a series of
newsletters will be prepared to provide an
overview of the progress being made and
the direction being pursued.

What is Covered in a General Plan?
The General Plan will focus on choices the City can
make that result in Campbell being a vibrant, healthy
community. General Plan elements will address:

Circulation Guides transportation decisions for autos,
bikes, pedestrians, and transit.
Community Services and Facilities Ensures adequate
planning for public services and facilities, including 		
police, fire, schools, libraries, and parks, and addresses
public infrastructure including water, sewer, and storm
drainage.
Community Health and Wellness Encourages access
to healthy lifestyle resources including local 			
foods, health care, and exercise.
Conservation and Open Space Provides measures 		
to protect and improve natural and cultural resources,
waterways, and open space lands.
Economic and Fiscal Sustainability Provides tools 		
and strategies to strengthen and diversify the local 		
economy and ensures the City maintains 			
adequate revenues to provide quality public services.
Housing Plans for housing to meet the needs of 		
all segments of the community and addresses state 		
requirements.

Land Use Establishes land use designations and 		
patterns and community design concepts to support a
sense of place and sustainable growth.
Safety Addresses hazards such as fires, 			
flooding, and geologic hazards.
Noise Addresses noise-generating and noise-sensitive
uses such as residences and schools.
Sustainability Provides measures that balance 		
resource supply and consumption to develop in 		
harmony with the environment to ensure current 		
residents and future generations live healthier lives.

General Plan Update Process
Identify Community Priorities
GPAC meetings and outreach to
the community and stakeholders
to develop a long-term sustainable
vision for the city.

1

Existing Conditions Report
Information on current conditions
and trends.

2

Issues and Opportunities Report
Describe core values and identify
community issues and opportunities
based on GPAC input, and community
outreach.

3

Land Use Alternatives
Prepare land use concept maps,
based on input received from the
GPAC, the community, and City
leadership. Analysis of the fiscal
viability of each land use alternative
map will be performed.

4

Draft Goal and Policy Sets
Develop goals, policies, and actions to
address identified issues and achieve
desired land uses.

5

Draft General Plan
Design a plan to reach the preferred
vision of the city’s future.

6

Environmental Impact Report
Analyze the environmental effects of
implementing the General Plan.

7

General Plan Adoption
The Planning Commission and City
Council will consider the General Plan
at a series of public hearings.

8

Climate Action Plan
As part of the General Plan Update, Campbell
will prepare a Climate Action Plan. The Climate
Action Plan will be a stand-alone document
that includes a range of strategies, measures,
and programs that the City and the community
may implement to reduce the generation of
greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) within the
city.

Developing a Climate Action Plan
The Development and Implementation of the
Climate Action Plan involves 5 key steps, or
Milestones.

What is in a Climate Action
Plan?
Existing Emissions Inventory: This inventory
provides a detailed quantification of greenhouse
gases being generated in Campbell during the
base year.
Emissions Reduction Target: The City Council will
determine the appropriate target for the level
of greenhouse gas emissions the Climate Action
Plan seeks to reduce in future years.

Campbell’s Climate
Leadership Commitment

Climate Action Plan GHG Reduction Measures:
The Plan will include a wide range of measures to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from a variety
of sources, including energy use, building design
and materials, transportation, and solid waste
disposal.

Why is Campbell Preparing a Climate Action Plan?
To comply with statewide environmental initiatives: California has established statewide greenhouse gas
reduction targets to combat the effects of climate change. By adopting a Climate Action Plan, Campbell can
demonstrate consistency with the State’s targets and streamline the review and processing of future projects.
To demonstrate environmental leadership: The community has an opportunity to address the challenges of
climate change at the local level by taking steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions locally.
To save money and promote green jobs: Residents, businesses, and government can reduce utility costs
through increased energy and water efficiency. A focus on efficiency can create job opportunities within the
community that contribute to protecting our environment.
To promote sustainable development: Development projects in Campbell that implement measures contained
in the Climate Action Plan will be designed and constructed to save energy, resulting in conservation of
resources and reduced energy costs.

General Plan Documents

Your Input is Important!

The General Plan update process will take
approximately two years, with an anticipated
completion in late 2018. As the General Plan is
prepared, a number of major documents will be
available for public review and comment.

Existing Conditions Report This document will
provide a snapshot of the conditions, trends, and
regulations that are influencing the City today. The
report will focus on development patterns, natural
resources, economic conditions, environmental
constraints, public health, and demographics.
Issues and Opportunities Report This report will
provide a summary of the critical policy and program
issues to be addressed in the General Plan. The report
will present alternative approaches that can be used to
address each issue. This document will be used by the
City to provide direction on the focus of the General
Plan update.
Land Use Alternatives Report This report will present
three to four different Land Use Map alternatives. An
analysis of the land use, circulation, fiscal viability,
economic development, and public services and
infrastructure effects relative to each alternative will
be provided. The report will be accompanied by a
detailed fiscal analysis that will address long-range
fiscal impacts in terms of the cost to provide services
to projected land uses and growth versus the revenues
generated under each alternative.
Draft General Plan The draft General Plan will contain
the goals and policies that will guide future activities,
services, and development in the city. The General
Plan establishes land uses and policies for the use and
preservation of resources. It also identifies a full set of
implementation measures that will ensure the policies
of the General Plan are carried out.
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) The EIR prepared
for the General Plan will meet the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The
Planning Commission and City Council will use the EIR
during their consideration of the draft General Plan to
understand the potential environmental implications
associated with it.

Questions For You to Consider:
– Assets
• What do you value most about 		
Campbell?
• What makes this a special place to 		
live or work?
– Challenges
• What issues are facing the city that 		
need to be addressed in the General 		
Plan?
– Vision
• What ideas do you have for the future
of Campbell?
• What three things would you like to 		
see accomplished by 2040?
Questions? Feedback? Thoughts on key issues?
Visit the website at campbell.generalplan.org
and fill out a survey, or contact the City for
additional information. Website updates will be
ongoing throughout the process, so check back
regularly for additional information regarding
project status.
If you would like to be added to the General
Plan Update mailing list, please contact the
City of Campbell Planning Division.
Campbell City Hall
Planning Division
70 N First St.
Campbell, CA 95008
tel: (408) 866.2140
planning@cityofcampbell.com

