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WESTLAKE HILLS
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

Introducing 
The 

reverend 
emily Wright



Dear Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church Family,

For the past 14 months, members of the Pastor Nominating Committee have prayerfully sought 
God’s will for our church. We started our process by listening to you. We also listened to previous 
PNC committees as well as our beloved staff. Throughout this process, your input has been ever 
present in our thoughts and actions. At all times, we strove to be humble servants of God’s will, open 
to the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

After reviewing many candidates, listening to hundreds of sermons, participating in numerous phone 
and Skype interviews, visiting potential candidates in cities across the country and spending countless 
hours in prayer and discernment, we come to you this day with joyful hearts, certain in God’s call, to 
present emily Wright with our unanimous recommendation that she be confirmed as the next Senior 
Pastor at Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church.

As you hopefully will come to know, emily lives her life Christ-centered with joy and passion. As a 
leader and a servant, she walks in faith and love to interact with others. As a teacher, she longs to fully 
immerse herself and others to learn and live out scripture and to explore the questions that surround our 
faith and the reformed tradition. She has a personality that can fill a room and the humility to give all of 
her attentiveness to the smallest of children. She has a deep sense of call to missions and to those in 
need of hearing the Good News. Her desire is to belong and be a part of not only this church family, but 
also our surrounding community. Her passion is walking with others toward a deeper faith, and she is 
eager to walk with this congregation as we share in God’s will for our church

We are so happy that our great God has led us to emily and her to us.

With deepest humility and love, we thank you for trusting us with this incredible opportunity to find the 
best candidate for Senior Pastor for Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church.

Sincerely, joyfully and in unity, and on behalf of the PNC,

James Fields, Chair

A Letter from the 
Pastor Nominating Committee
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A Letter from emily

Dear Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church, 

God has truly done more than our family could ever ask or imagine in calling us to 
Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church. Charlie, the boys and I are eager to join the 
amazing work God already is doing through each of you and the ministries and programs 
of this church. I truly believe that WHPC is uniquely located, gifted and resourced to 
continue to make significant impact for the kingdom of God. From the Youth Programs 
to the Gathering, from the youth choir to the the worship band and chancel choir, from 
renewal groups to Divorce Care, God is truly at work through WHPC.  

I am humbled and honored to be asked to serve as your next Senior Pastor. I am eager 
to share life with you through worship, service and study (and of course, some good 
meals and games). As essential as these three components are to the work of a pastor 
and church, I want you to know that I am committed to being attentive to God, through 
my personal prayer life, study and relationships. If confirmed by the WHPC Family, I will 
ask for your prayers for our family as we make the transition, especially for our three 
boys. God is surely doing a new thing in my heart and I pray in yours as well. 

I am eager for the opportunity of getting to know all of you. 

blessings on your heads, 

reverend emily Wright
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PNC members 
Share Thoughts about emily
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“I am so excited for the other members of the 
WHPC congregation to meet emily. Her energy, 
enthusiasm for sharing God’s word, and vision 
for WHPC’s future are contagious.”

  — Debbie Wilder, PNC member

“emily has the unique ability to listen well, react 
with encouragement while maintaining her special 
way of being an individual. one outstanding trait 
is the manner in which she is able to relate to all 
ages. I believe she will be a tremendous blessing 
to our congregation.”

  — Joan buzzard, PNC member

“I love emily’s infectious joy in the Lord, and her 
humble yet effective leadership style. emily is 
uniquely gifted and equipped to lead WHPC in 
our next chapter.”

  — Diane Slaikeu, PNC vice-Chair

“emily’s love for Christ shines through in so many 
ways it is hard to describe in just a few words. even 
if it can be done, I don’t know that I am eloquent 
enough to do it any justice, so let me just describe 
her with the four words that have me the most 
excited – our new Senior Pastor.” 

  — Stephen Thorne, PNC member

“emily Wright is a very unique, talented individual. 
She is a thoughtful preacher who is committed 
to her faith. She is energetic, hard-working and 
demonstrates good administrative skills. She 
also possesses incredible interpersonal skills that 
equip her to walk alongside our church family as 
we live out our faith journeys. We are blessed to 
call her as our new Senior Pastor.”

   — Jim Little, PNC member



What others Say about emily 
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I can’t wait to introduce my new friend, emily Wright, to my colleagues in 
ministry throughout the city of Austin and beyond. As we welcome her, we 
also rejoice alongside the congregation at Westlake Hills and look forward 
to the ways emily will exercise her pastoral duties with energy, imagination, 
intelligence and love. What a gift she is to mission Presbytery.

   — reverend Lana russell, Commission on ministry liaison to the PNC

emily is absolutely personable, very relational and very  
much in love with the Lord.

  — reverend Nancy marroquin, Senior Pastor, 
       Dripping Springs Presbyterian Church

It has been a privilege to serve as a reference for the Pastor Nominating 
Committee for Westlake Hills Church. In that role, I had the joy of being in 
conversation with emily Wright, and was struck by her long-term commitment 
to roswell Presbyterian Church in suburban Atlanta, a church similar in size 
and complexity to WHPC. With demonstrated skills in leadership, administration, 
worship, missional life and congregational care, I believe emily will be an 
exceptional and visionary pastor and friend to the whole congregation. She 
also will be a blessing to the presbytery and the city. Congratulations to you 
all as you enter this next chapter!

  — Ted Wardlaw, President, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

emily Wright is a gifted pastor and fantastic preacher who brings a deep 
passion for connecting people of all ages with Christ. Her energy and 
enthusiasm will be a great gift to Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church! I count 
her as a trusted colleague and am thrilled to welcome her back to Texas!
  
  — reverend matthew e. ruffner, Pastor/Head of Staff, 
       Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church, Dallas



The reverend emily Wright
emily Wright has served roswell Presbyterian Church, a congregation of 2,500 members in 
suburban Atlanta, Georgia, since 2002. She began her ministry in the role of Youth Director, 
then became ordained and installed as Associate Pastor with varying responsibilities over the 
years including Adult Discipleship, mission and Young Adults, equipping Pastor for staff and 
leadership, Acting Head of Staff for a year during an interim period, and finally in the role of 
Senior Associate Pastor. emily has been exposed to every aspect of pastoral ministry in a 
large church setting.

While emily is a preacher and teacher at heart, she is also gifted in the areas of administration, development and 
visioning. emily feels “a clear sense of God’s pull toward something – a pull that is so strong, I cannot deny it. 
The call to Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church is so clearly God’s call for our family, and we are beyond thrilled 
for what God has planned for us in Austin.”
 
emily received her master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology at emory University and currently 
is working on her Doctor of ministry degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. emily has been married to 
Charlie for 17 years. Charlie works for republic National Distributing Company. emily and Charlie have three 
sons, Logan who is in the 8th grade, riley who is in the 7th grade, and elijah who is in the 5th grade. The Wrights 
love to travel, especially to visit family in montana and Colorado.

EduCatioN
Columbia Theological Seminary, Doctor of ministry, In Process
Candler School of Theology at emory University, master of Divinity (2001)
University of Houston, bachelor of Arts in Sociology (1997)

Pastoral ExPEriENCE
roswell Presbyterian Church, Senior Associate Pastor for Contemporary Worship,  
missions, Congregational Care, Stewardship, and Adult Discipleship (2016-present)
roswell Presbyterian Church, Acting Head of Staff (2015)
roswell Presbyterian Church, Senior Associate Pastor for Worship, missions, Congregational Care,
Adult Discipleship and Young Adult ministries (2008-2015)
roswell Presbyterian Church, Associate Pastor for Youth, Young Adults and Adults (2005-2008)
roswell Presbyterian Church, Director of Youth ministry (2002-2005)
Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Associate High School and College Director (1999-2002)

ChurCh aNd CommuNity lEadErshiP
North Atlanta PCUSA Clergy Cluster, Active member
Company of New Pastors Atlanta PCUSA, mentor 
Drake House for Homeless mothers, board of Directors
Simpson middle School, red ribbon Week, Chair
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The Wright Family 
Top Ten Things to Know 

1. emily grew up in Los Angeles and Tampa; Charlie, in the Twin Cities in minnesota.

2. The Wrights love the outdoors especially hiking, fishing and camping.

3. emily enjoys cooking, concerts, hiking, reading and dancing, especially dancing.

4. Charlie enjoys golf, traveling, live music and coaching lacrosse. Did we mention golf?

5. The Wrights love board games and might be a little competitive.

6. The Wrights love the Georgia bulldogs but are looking forward to cheering for the  
 Longhorns, Aggies and Chapparals! 

7. Logan (14), riley (12) and elijah (10) love ice cream, reese’s, Twix and all desserts. They also   
 enjoy Fortnite, camping, going out to eat, hanging with friends and their church youth group.

8. The Wrights love to serve and do mission together.

9. emily played volleyball at the University of Houston when it was still in the Southwest Conference   
 with Texas. Don’t forget to ask emily how many times the Cougars beat the Longhorns during her   
 four years at U of H!

10. Perfect date night for emily and Charlie is dinner at a new restaurant overlooking water.

ok, 10 just wasN’t ENough! hErE arE a fEw morE imPortaNt thiNgs to kNow:

11. The Wrights love all things montana.

12. The Wrights love to send each other snapchats to make each other laugh.

13. The Wrights love to listen to Justin Timberlake, martina mcbride, Florence and the machine,   
 brandi Carlisle, the Avett brothers and michael Jackson. Did we mention emily likes to dance?

14. The Wrights adore babies and children.

15. Favorite Wright meal: hands down – chicken pot pie.



7127 bee Cave rd., Austin, TX 78746 
512.327.1116

our mission
To invite people into God’s 
larger story as we follow 
Christ together.

our vision
Transformed and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, WHPC will 
be a Christ-centered community 
of faith that intentionally nurtures 
relationships with God, one 
another, our neighbors in Austin 
and the world.


