THE FOCUS
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR

MILFORD, NH

Advent and Christmastide
at the Church of Our Saviour
Lunch & Lectionary every Wednesday 11:30-1:00

Advent
Sunday, December 3
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Advent I
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 10
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Advent II
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 17
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Advent III
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 24
9:00 a.m.

Advent IV
Advent Lessons & Carols

Christmastide & Festival of Lights
Sunday, December 24
4:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist
Festive Eucharist

Monday, December 25
9:00 a.m.

Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 31
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas I
Holy Eucharist
Christmas Lessons & Carols

Sunday, January 7
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Epiphany I
Holy Eucharist
The Festival of Lights for Epiphany

DECEMBER 2017

FROM THE RECTOR
Dear Members and Friends,
Time is a gift from God. As Christians we believe that time is sacred; there is for us a beginning,
a present, and an eternal. The beginning of time is the moment of creation. God is before this moment
and stands outside of it. The present is our life now. The eternal is the mystery of our continuing
relationship with our Creator beyond the limited moments of our present life. Theoretical physics is
teaching us a great deal about time; time can change, for instance, and the very same materials of
creation can act in strange and opposite ways at the same time. Science continues to
reveal the marvelous and wondrous ways in which God continues to create.
In the present time we now begin to celebrate Advent, the beginning of the
Christian year. Advent looks forward in hope and expectation to a new world
here where true justice and peace are revealed. So far the barrier to this new
world has been the heart of humanity. As God’s creation we have refused to use
our God given gifts of life, intelligence, strength and imagination for the good of
all. Instead we have sought to harness creation’s gifts for ourselves or for our
“tribe” often at the terrible expense of others or for those who come after us.
In our prayers of thanksgiving we commit ourselves to follow the One who
was born into the “fullness of time” saying “And in the fullness of time you [God]
sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way
of freedom and peace.” In spiritual truth we refer to our present time as “the last
days” of the old world as we wait expectantly and hopefully for the new dawn of creation. We have
seen what the new world will reveal as we follow Jesus and his ministry of compassion, sacrifice and
courage revealed in a world once again under God’s rule. Interestingly, God does not force this world
upon us but rather invites us into its reality. The new world is already here; what will we choose?
Unfortunately, we lose Advent’s significance by rushing forward to Christmas. I have a reminder
not to rush in the form of a quiet “Christmas cactus”
(Cylindropuntia leptocaulis) that sits next to my
mother’s mantel clock in my home study.
Throughout the year it is rather unassuming and not
that attractive. It needs only minimum care and
watering -- just my kind of plant. Then in late
November and early December – at the beginning of
Advent – it blossoms into a spectacular display of
color. It waits to be revealed. I look forward to this
beautiful miracle every year. Waiting expectantly in
time is the lesson that Advent brings. Once within
time the human heart will chose a better path. God, in
Jesus, has shown us this path. It is never too early or
too late to follow. We wait expectantly while doing our
part to help make the world the place that God created it to be.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
Hank +

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2017

THANK YOU to
EVERYONE who baked,
“crafted,” helped set up &/or
clean up, worked the Fair,
those in the foreground &
those behind the scenes –
without each of you this
wonderful Fair does not
happen. My heartfelt thanks
to all of you for making my job
easier! Bless you. Sue T.

NEWS FROM OUTREACH
SHARE ADOPT-A-FAMILY
At this blessed Advent season, it is very special
for us to be able to give SHARE families in our
community a very happy Christmas. We have
adopted two families this year, both with two
parents and two young
children. We have wish lists
providing gift suggestions
for both families: two much
needed items for each child
(shoes, winter clothing) and
two hoped-for items for each child (microscope,
Kinex, etc.), plus a few ideas for a family gift
(museum passes, gift cards). Money will be
collected in special Adopt-A-Family envelopes
through December 3rd. Envelopes can be found
in the Narthex and at coffee hours. Please place
envelopes in the collection plate or place in the
Church Office mailbox in the Akerman Room.
Shopping for the two families will be the first
week of December. If you would like the fun of
gift shopping for these families, please contact
Debbie D. Thank you.

COMMUNITY SUPPER
2018 SCHEDULE
Our next Community Supper will be held on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at the SHARE Center on
Elm St. in Milford at 5:30 p.m. We are asking for
3 volunteers to help with table
setup, serving the meal, and
cleanup. If you are available to
help, please arrive at the SHARE
Center about 4:00 p.m. and plan to
stay until about 6:30 p.m.
Donations of desserts are also needed for this
meal. Desserts may maybe either homemade or
purchased from the store. They may be left in
the Akerman Room 2 to 3 days before January
2nd or brought to the SHARE Center on January
2nd after 2 p.m.
If you are able to volunteer to help with the meal
or have questions, please contact Alice C.
Our Community Supper Schedule for 2018 is as
follows:
January 2nd
May 1st
February 20th
June 19th

MITTEN TREE
2018 CALENDARS

Temperatures are dropping, snow is not far away, and
so it’s time again for our “mitten tree”.
On Sunday, Dec. 3, and Sunday, Dec. 10,
we will have an unadorned tree in the
church, and will decorate it with our gifts
of mittens, hats and scarves. After the
second Sunday, we will deliver the
“decorations” to SHARE in time to make
them available to parents choosing
Christmas gifts for their children.
While you are out shopping this month, please pick up
a pair of mittens or socks, a hat or a scarf. We want to
provide apparel for children and youth particularly, but
adult sizes certainly will be accepted, too. Items do not
have to be expensive; they should be warm.
It’s an easy, Christmas-themed way to make the
holidays a little better – and certainly warmer -- for
those in need in our community.

For anyone who receives 2018 calendars and
does not need to keep them, Presidential
Oaks (IOOF Home) in Concord, NH is in need
of new and unused 2018 calendars for the
residents of the home and our Home Gift
Shop.
Please leave any donations in my choir
cubbie in the Akerman Room and I will then
deliver them to the Home.
Thanks,
Brian M.

215th Annual Episcopal Church of NH Diocesan Convention
On Saturday morning, November 4, your CoOS Delegates, Alternates and
Rector attended an inspiring convention at St. Paul’s Church in Concord.
Yes, it was hard to head out of the house at 7:15-ish, but we were all
strengthened by convening with fellow Episcopalian leaders. The first half
of the gathering was a service opening with the hymn “For All the Saints”.
St. Paul’s has wonderful acoustics and to participate in that music with the
wonderful supporting organ was incredibly powerful. Bishop Rob’s sermon
started out with a personal story about an accident in a rowing shell the day
before Thanksgiving where he was turned upside down in frigid water and
cold temperatures. He made it to shore (obviously, as he was here to share
this with us), but it set the stage for how sometimes when things are
upturned it is a moment for adjustment and growth. We concluded
Eucharist singing Hymn #335, “I am the Bread of Life”, which was incredibly
moving as we repeated the verses as we concluded communion.
During the convention portion of the morning we voted on three resolutions. The first resolution was the
budget, which will reduce the Fair Share for parishes in the Diocese. The second resolution ratified a more
flexible and stable approach to setting clergy and lay staff salaries. The last resolution addressed the Diocese’s
commitment to address injustices and racial healing in our community.
We were introduced to the new clergy in the diocese, and it is wonderful to see the number of younger clergy
that are now working with us. In addition, the diocese is supporting four young people in our Assisi program,
supporting four nonprofit organizations in the state and living in Tilton, NH. The youth brought welcome
energy and hope for our future to the convention.
Thank you for letting us represent you.
Gail C.

FROM THE VESTRY
My husband Jan is very particular about Christmas trees. It needs to have soft needles
and not be too full. He weighs down the branches with apples so they straighten out
enough to hold a candle upright. Yes. Real candles. The special candle clips have been
handed down through generations. When the tree is lit it is really quite beautiful.
But it is not my favorite Christmas tree. Jan creates another tree that is not nearly so grand but warms my
heart whenever I see it. He strings those ticky-tacky colored lights on the side of the shed into
the shape of a tree. It looks like a real tree from a distance and can be seen from the end of
the street. This is what I see when I turn onto our street after a long day. It guides me home
and is a reminder of the season and the “returning of the light”. For me, a Christmas tree
doesn’t get any better than that.
Cheers,
Marcia S.

The opinions expressed in this column are the author’s own and do not represent the stated position of the Vestry

WELCOME NEWCOMERS
Lucia & Robert P
Chelmsford, MA

Michelle R
Milford, NH

Elizabeth & Justin L
Amherst, NH

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS & PRAYERS
In this Advent season of hope and expectation, we know that Christmas will be here soon. We will decorate the church
with our prayers for our loved ones and with poinsettias, and we hope you will continue your generosity in sharing your
prayers and in donating to the cost of the flowers. It’s a two-part process.
First, prayers for loved ones: Whether or not you buy flowers, if you would like to have us honor your loved ones
with prayers of remembrance or thanksgiving at Christmas, please fill out a slip listing their names (found in the Sunday
bulletin and Wednesday Notes). Names received in the church office by Dec. 18 will be included in the Christmas
bulletin.
Second, flowers: Please fill out the other slip (also found in the Sunday bulletin and Wednesday Notes) and submit it
with your check in any amount you feel moved to contribute, with “poinsettias” in the memo line. Send it to the church
office or put it in the offering, clearly marked.

Christmas Flower Deliveries…
We will be bringing Christmas poinsettias to several of our parishioners during the week
between Christmas and New Years. We will need help in distributing them to those who are
shut-in, ill, grieving or need a pick-up at this time of year. For any plants that are left over, we
will be inviting parishioners to take one to a friend or neighbor.
The sign-up sheet will be on the table in the Akerman Room December 10th and 17th. If you are available to bring
a plant to someone please sign-up next to the name of the recipient.
Once you take the plant please check off to show that the plant has been distributed.
Thank you, Altar Guild

NEWS FOR THE NEW YEAR
Annual reports are due into the parish office no later than Wednesday, January 3rd. Conveners of
all committees as well as parish activity/group coordinators are asked to submit reports. Please
email to office@coosmilford.org. Thank you!
Festival of Lights: Come join in a celebration for Epiphany Sunday January 7th at 10:00 a.m. followed by an
informal Eucharist.
The annual parish meeting is Sunday, January 21, 2018 and is to be held at the SHARE
Center. On that day there will be only one service at 9 a.m. followed by the meeting and
luncheon. Please bring an item to be donated to SHARE’s food pantry!

Our Dearly Departed

December
Birthdays
2
10
11
12
17
20
24
27
29

31

Jane R
Joanne L
Debbie D
Bob T
Heidi R
Curtis M
Jim B
Mimi H
Matthew B
Andrew B
Joyce M
Dolores A

Anniversaries
8
16
18
26

Bill and Carol D
Frank and Byrla B
Dick and Linda D
Heidi and Mahmoud R

January
Birthdays
4
5
7
9
10
11
13
20

23
24
29

Nancy P
Karen H
Staci T
Lindsay C
Gordon L
Chipper B
Holly H
Leslie M
Michelle R
Lucia P
Hank J
Frank B
Fran M
Edith M

Leonora “Lee” Shubert
October 21, 2017
Ralph Burns
November 19, 2017

A warm & heartfelt thank you…
for more reasons than words can express.
To Father Hank and our COOS family,
I am so grateful for all you have done for my father and me over the years.
Cheryl and I are especially grateful for your assistance in celebrating my
father’s life. You are all absolutely wonderful!
All of my love, Karen C.

Dearest Mabel,
Thank you so much for the calendars! The seafarers are always asking for
them. Any more of the 2018s that you have will be greatly appreciated.
And yes, cooking magazines are always useful as well.
Thanks & Blessings,
Chaplain Lance, Seafarer’s Friend

Anniversaries
9
13
18
28

Fran and Laura B
David & Fran M
Ron & Nancy P
Bob & Jenny L

TREASURER’S REPORT
October

2017

Pledge Income

Parishioners e-mail List
If you’re not on our list and would like
to be able to receive our “Wednesday
Notes” or other important parish news
as it happens, please contact the parish
office at 673-3309 or e-mail us at
office@coosmilford.org.

If you don’t see your birthday or
anniversary listed please contact the
parish office with your information.

Eddie Clark
November 19, 2017

Budget

YTD 2017

YTD Budget

$13,084.50

$15,290.00

$151,035.75

$152,900.00

Other Income

$ 1,409.31

$ 1,638.00

$ 21,184.30

$ 17,880.00

Total Income

$14,493.81

$16,928.00

$172,220.05

$170,780.00

Total Expenses

$19,164.75

$17,453.00

$170,081.82

$174,041.00

Surplus(Deficit)

$(4,670.94)

$ (525.00)

$2,138.23

$ (3,261.00)

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Forming community through Christ,
serving community in Christ.

STAFF
Rector:
The Rev. Hays “Hank” Junkin
Parish Administrator:
Dawn Catalanotti
Minister of Music:
Carla Carney
Church School Coordinator:
Leah Riseman
Sexton:
Joe Anton
Focus Editor:
Valerie Hungerford

OFFICERS OF THE VESTRY
Warden:
Warden:
Treasurer:
Parish Clerk:

Lisa Anderson
Chipper Brown
Mae Landesman
Cathy Hazelton

The FOCUS deadline is the Sunday after the Vestry meeting
(which is usually the third Wednesday of the month).
Submissions from parishioners are welcome. We retain the
right to edit submitted material.
The FOCUS is a monthly publication of The Church of Our
Saviour - PO Box 237 Milford, NH 03055
office@coosmilford.org

Sunday Schedule

Weekday Schedule

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:45 AM
10:00 AM

Wed, 11:30 AM
Holy Eucharist, Lectionary at Lunch

Holy Eucharist
Choir Rehearsal
Nursery Care
Choral Holy Eucharist

Office Hours
8:30 –3:30

Mon, Weds, Fri

Church of Our Saviour
10 Amherst Street /PO Box 237
Milford, NH 03055-0237

TIME DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

P: (603) 673-3309
F: (603) 672-2712
www.coosmilford.org

The Church of Our Saviour is accessible.

